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FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES

It shall be the duty of every citizen of India*:

(@)

(b)

(0
(d)

(e)

®

(€]

(h)

(1)
@

(K)

to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and
institutions, the National Flag and the National Anthem;

to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired
our national struggle for freedom;

to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;

to defend the country and render national service when
called upon to do so;

to promote harmony and the spirit of common
brotherhood amongst all the people of India transcending reli-
gious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities;
to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women;

to value and preserve the rich heritage or our composite
culture;

to protect and improve the natural environment including
forests, lakes, rivers and wild life, and to have compassion
for living creatures;

to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry
and reform;

to safeguard public property and to abjure violence;

to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual
and collective activity so that the nation constantly rises to higher
levels of endeavour and achievement;

to provide opportunities for education by parent, the guardian,
to his child, or a ward between the age of 6 to 14 years as the

case may be.

Constitution of India : Article-51-A
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1 Nature of Party System in India

Political Partiesareimportant part in any democratic state, because political partiesare necessary in
democracy. Political party is the base of democracy. Generally there are two types of democracy; (1)
Direct Democracy and (2) Indirect Democracy. People cannot rule directly due to large territory and
population in India. Therefore people elect representatives and they rule on behalf of and responsible
tothem, itiscalled indirect or representative democracy. Political party isthetool toruleinindirect or
representative democracy. Wewill discussin this chapter meaning-definition-nature of political party,
party systemin India, co-alition government, role of opposition party in democracy, public opinion
and Interest groups and Pressure groups. Here we must note that political partiesare very importantin
democracy but generally they are not clearly indicated in the constitutions of democratic states.

Definition and Nature

Thereisfreedom of thought, speech, expression and association in democracy. Therefore, thereare
political parties which have various opinions and ideologies in democracy. Generally people have
ideological relations with one or other political party knowingly or unknowingly. Generally political
party isagroup of less or more people who have similar thoughts on public affairs. They function with
political unity in order to acquire control over government machinery to execute pre planned policy.

Various scholars have given various definitions of political party, they are asfollowing :

(i) Prof. Mac Iver - “ Palitical Party is such an organization which istrying to capture power on basis
of particular principles and ideologies.”

(i) Gilchrist - “Political party is an organised group of people who have common political ideas and
aretrying to get power or control over government as a political unit.”

We can bring following points to clarify the nature of political party from above definitions.
(a) Political party isasystematic organisation of people which have alike ideology.
(b) Thereisan equality of political thoughtsin political party.
(c) Mainaim of political party in democracy isto achieve political power by constitutional means.
(d) Objective of political party isto fulfill people’sinterest by their ideology.
Importance of Political Party

Political parties haveto fulfill very important responsibility in democratic setup. The operation of
modern politics by democratic means is mostly impossible without political parties. Political parties
arealink between people and government. They represent various socia groups and factorsin politics.
They play an important role to politicise the people and give constitutional structure to participate in
politics.

There are demerits and defects of political partiesbut it isimpossible to operate democracy without
them as there is no other aternative.

The existence and functions of political partiesareimportant due to some unavoidable requirement
of democracy asfollows:
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Functions of Political Party

Modern democracy is based on party system. Parties are playing an important role of linkages
between people and government. The functions of political parties are asfollowing :

(2) Toorganize people: Thefirst function of the political party isto organise those who possesssimilar
thoughts from variousideologiesin the state. Political parties shape people's wishes and expresses them.

(2) To shape public opinion : Themainaim of al political partiesisto achieve power. For this, itis
necessary to get majority support of voters. So al partiestry to shape public opinion in favour of them.

(3) Palitical awarenessto voters: Political parties explain their policies to voters. They canvass
for their candidate and programmesin different ways. Political partiesawakevotersby various activities.
In short, partiesgive political understanding to the votersat the time of election and encouragethemto
take decision. In thisway, political parties give political education to voters.

(4) Formation of Gover nment : The most important function/aim of apolitical party isto achieve
political power and form agovernment. In parliamentary form of democracy, aparty which getsmajority
of seats in lower house, forms a government and tries to imply its programmes, policies, aims etc,
which are announced before el ection.

(5) Providesopportunitiesfor an alter nativegover nment : In parliamentary form of Government,
no party remainsin power permanently. Due to some reasons, ruling party |osses majority, opposition
party forms alternative government.

(6) Functions as an opposition party : The function of an opposition party is to exercise control
over government. Party which gets majority in general electionsformsagovernment and other parties
function as opposition party. Main function of opposition party is to expose mistakes, deficiencies,
maladministration of the government and to criticise such policies. If the opposition party is alert
enough, the government has to remain aware and careful. In this way, opposition party prevents
government to misuse powe.

(7) Connects people and government : Political parties function as a link between people and
government. The presence and functioning of political parties keep people connected with government.
Ruling party acquaints peopl e of its policies and programmes, where as, opposition party make people
aware by criticising government’s maladministration, mistakes, deficiencies and weaknesses. Thus,
parties are linkages between people and government.

Political parties can only perform these functions effectively if they are well organised and vigilant
about their role.

Meritsand Demerits of Political Party

After discussing the role of political parties, now we will study their merits and demerits.
Meritsof Political Parties:
(1) Organise people who possess alikeideology : Political parties unite and organise those people
who possess similar ideas about various problems and their solutions. They unite people residing at
different places having similar ideas regatding various problems and their solution.

(2) Make the change of Gover nment possible through Non-violent way : Acceptance of political
parties means acceptance of election system. General elections are held periodically or even earlier if
received. Various political parties participate part in the el ections and the party which achieves mgjority
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gets power. Palitical parties becomeinstrumental in changing government through peaceful non-violent
way. In those countrieswherethereisno sound party systemisdeveloped, changein government takes
place through violence and revol ution.

(3) Keep gover nment machinery dynamic : When political parties work as an opposition party, its
main functionisto criticize governments’ policies, administration, etc. Government also remains alert
due to this criticism. Which make the government machinery functions well organized in this way,
parties contribute to make government machinery dynamic.

(4) Restraint over gover nment : Indemocracy, government functions on public opinion, so government
will be very careful about misuse of power and conscious about public opinion going against it.
Opposition party criticisesgovernment and triesto gain public opinioninitsfavour hense, government
cannot become uncontrolled.

(5) Provide effective support for election : In recent times, elections have become very expensive
and extensive. And it isimpossible to take part in election without political party’s help. Asamember
of party, candidate getshelp of party machinery and financefor election campaign. Thus, party provides
effective financial support for election campaign.

We have discussed the functions of political party that it awakes people vigilant about country and
society problems, mobilises and organises people, etc. These all are benefits of political party. There
are demerits aswell which are asfollows:

Demerits of Political Party

(1) Creates groupism in Society : Due to the existence of various political parties, society gets
divided into its supporters. Being supporters of various parties, people get splited into various groups
in the society. When political parties are not functioning according to rules of political game, thistype
of groupism becomes very strong, as aresult, the political life of the country gets disorganised.

(2) Societies deprive from the benefits of intellectual and powerful persons : In parliamentary
form of democracy, government isformed by the party which gains majority, so that party choosesthe
members from party in the ministry. Dueto party system society is not getting benefits of intellectuals
and efficient persons, who are not in politicson in opposition party. Political parties make politicsvery
much complicated so intellectual persons hesitate to take part in politics.

(3) Createsartificial equality : Political parties, for their political benefitscreateillusion of uniformality
of ideology. So artificial equality takes place, which is not welcoming eleminet.

(4) Ruinsliberty and individuality of a person : Dueto party system, a person cannot maintain his
individuality and liberty. Asaparty member he hasto follow party’sdecisions. Similarly, inlegidative
assembly, party’s member hasto vote as per party’s order. It isdifficult to break party’s discipline and
if anyone do so heis punished. In thissituation, person losses hisindividuality and liberty. Asaresult,
aperson becomes a part of party machinery.

(5) Poalitical life becomes unstable : When there are not two powerful parties in parliamentary
democracy and neither party achievesamajority to form agovernment at that time political life becomes
unstable. Mg ority turnsin minority if there are defections from government which isformed by many
parties or if one or more then one party withdraws support and government has to resign. If this
happens repeatedly it is difficult to form stable government. We must not forget that the stable
government is necessary for development of country.
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(6) Encouragesnarrow vision : Tofulfill political benefits political partiesadopt narrow and shallow
visionin place of broad and far sighted vision. They give more importance to party or party’sinterest
then nation or national interests. “ Party first and then Nation” - Such ideology is harmful to nation.

(7) Provocation of peoples feelings : Sometimes for the party interest leaders and party workers of
political partiesprovokediss patesfedingsof people. It obstructsin the process of taking decision peacefully
and deliberately. Sometimes democracy turnsin mobocracy, which resultsin serious undesirable results.

These are the merits and demerits of political party. After studying merits and demerits of political
party, we can say that inspite of demerits of party system, political party is necessary dueto its merits.
Thereisno aternative of political party in democracy.

Typesof Party System

Political parties haveimportant placein modern representative democracy. Thetypesof party system

is based on numbers of effective and influencive parties. Generally there are three types of party
system: (i) One party system (ii) Two party system and (iii) Multiparty system.
(i) Oneparty system : Wherethere is only one political party in the state and it possess powers, this
type of system iscalled “one party system”. Only this party islegaly recognised and other parties are
banned. Moreover, sometimes they are suppressed or crushed if necessary. Their leaders and chief
membersarejailed or murdered. Such system is seen mostly in non-democratic governance system. If
electionisheldinthistype of systemitisonly for namestake, voteisgivento only one party’s candidates.
In dictatorship government plans el ections to only show that people are supporting them. Communist,
Fascist, etc. are the examples of one party system.

(if) Two party System : Two party system strengthens modern democracy. Two party systemisvery
useful in parliamentary form of ademocracy. It means acceptance of two main and powerful political
parties. However, this does not mean that there does not exist any other political parties other then this
two main parties. In fact, other political parties do exist besides these two political parties. But it is
called two party system because political fight persist in these two main parties. This type of party
system is operating in Britain, America and some other western countries.

(iii) Multi Party System : Where there are not two powerful political parties but many political
partiesexit, thistype of party systemiscalled “Multi party system”. In thistype of party systemif no
party achieves majority to form agovernment, many partiesform aco-alition and they form co-alition
government. However this type of government are mostly instable. However, this type of co-alition
governments are not always instable and non-effective. For example, in India, United Progressive
Alliance (U.PA.) government was in power for two teams from 2004 to 2014.

Nature of party system in India: One party dominance system

Scholars of political science after studying the political party system of various states, devided it
into 3 types: One party system, Two party system and Multi party system. India possesses multi party
system in view of numbers of political parties. But in last seven decades excluding few years, one
party has (congress) dominated. We cannot set India’s party system in any of these three types of
systems. Inresult Prof. Moris Jonesand Prof. Rgjani Kothari namedit “One Party dominance system”
in 1964.

We can narrate briefly thefactors and causes of one party dominance system’soriginsand continuity
inIndia, asfollows:

Political Science, Sd. 12



(1) Thelong heritage of national freedom movement is mostly responsible for congress party’s
dominance and continuity. After theindependence, congress party hastransformed as one powerful
political party. It's commitment for national ideals continued even after independence.

(2) Other partiesdid not succeed to get peopl€’s extensive support and nationwide popularity. These
parties had been weak in comparison to Congress, in the field of organisation, resources and
leadership. However, the change is noticed during the last three decades.

(3) The power of Congress party was better then other parties to mobilise the various groups of
country in itsfavour.

(4) The popular leaders like Mahatama Gandhiji, Sardar Patel, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Moulana
Abul Kalam Azad, Subhash Chandra Bose, Babu Jagjivanram have provided leadership during
the freedom movement. The charismatic leaders like Pandit Nehru, Shrimati Indira Gandhi.
Rajiv Gandhi provided leadership to Congress after the independence. The contribution of these
charismatic leaders in emergence and continuous growth of one party dominance system is not
small.

Multi Party System existssincelast three decadesin India. However Bhartiya Janta Party has achieved
clearcut majority in Loksabha elections held in 2014. Before this, any party could not achieve clear
majority at the centrein last three decades. So co-alition governments camein power in centre. Though
some states, two party system prevailsis being prevailed.

Co-alition government : M eaning, Definition and essentiality
Co-alition gover nment

Possibilities of formation of Co-alition government arise when single party cannot achieve majority
to form a government in democratic setup. Various small-big political parties discuss, consults and
createsaco-alition to form aGovernment. When thistype of co-alition achieves majority, leader of co-
alition party isinvited to form agovernment. Thistype of government is called Co-alition government
mix government or joint government. This co-alition government is the result of the “ process of joint
politics’. The co-alition word used in English is originated from a Latin word which means “joining
after coming nearby.”

Thus, when no party gets majority to form a government in Legislative assembly, it is difficult to
form aGovernment, and at last various political partiesjoin together and form aco-alition government.
Sometimes political partiesjoinin co-alition government or they support to the government on policy
basis from outside.

There are two types of co-alition governments. Some parties reconcile among each other, their
candidates stand for election on different seats. In second type of co-alition, they aly on the bases of
election results and which party can support to get power. However, the co-alition after election is
more of opportunistic. If the party isnot satisfied, it will withdraw support. Whilein caseof co-alition
before election, it is more durable and reliable as they are based on ideology, policy and common
programme.

Co-alition government in India

In Indiaafter fourth general election of 1967 various political parties united and formed government
in eight states. But people were shocked due to political instability emerged in those states. Thistype
of situation has created at the centre in 1989. Since then the idea became popular that the age of co-
alition has started in our country.
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Co-alition governments are not only of onetype. Sometimes, all the parties under co-alitionjoinin
the government, when sometimes other parties provide support from outside. Atal Bihari Bajpay’s
National Democratic Alliance government during 1999 to 2004 was of this type. Dr. Man Mohan
Singh’s United Progressive Alliance was also of this type during 2009 to 2014.

Sometimes, when co-alition government isin minority, it is supported from outside. In 1989 V. P.
Singh’s government was supported from outside by communist parties and B.J.P. In 1996 H.D.
Devgauadaand|. K. Gujaral’s JanataDal Morchagovernment was supported from outside by congress
and communist parties. In 2004 Dr. Manmohan Singh’sU.PA. government was supported from outside
by communist parties. These were minority co-alition government.

Political thinker Bueno de Mesqguita says in context to co-alition government “ldeology plays
subsidiary role for co-alition. Parties put aside there political differences to get full help for their
political needs.” In politicsof co-alition, two or more parties come together as per their political needs
and get mgjority.

Asthe age of co-alition Government started since 1989 at central level in India, political scholars
have believed that the age of co-alition has started and it will continue for yearsto come. Thereisno
such situation that only one party achives majority and form a government. But L oksabha Election of
2014 has proved them wrong and BJP achieved clear cut majority.

Role and importance of opposition party

Parliamentary democracy isachariot operating on two wheels, ruling party and opposition party. In
democracy, opposition party is as important ruling party. In two party system, one party forms a
government and the other party or parties function as opposition party.

What is called an opposition Party?

The party which gets majority of seatsin lower house in general election forms a government and
party which gets less seats performs as opposition party. In India, for valid opposition party, 10% of
members of the house belong to such opposition party. Party which gets 10% that is 54 seats (10% of
545 members) in Loksabha, speaker recognizesit as an opposition party.

Importance and Functions of Opposition Party
Importance and functions of opposition party are asfollows :

(i) Formation of alter native gover nment

Theruling party losses majority in assembly or if motion of vote of confidence passes against the
government or because of any reason it hasto resign from the power; in the said conditions, head of
the state (In India the President, in U.K King or Queen) invites the leader of the opposition party to
form agovernment. Thus, opposition party playsaroleto form an alternative government. Such situation
may occur any time, and to overcome such situation, there is a formation of “Shadow Cabinet” at
opposition party in countrieslike U.K. Main members of the opposition party focus on various subjects
in this“ Shadow Cabinet” and form government when needed.
(i) To attract Pubic Opinion

The opposition party keeps on trying to attract public opinion to itself to achieve power. It
criticizes government policies, maladministration, administrative corruption, etc. and it shows the
people how their policies are better and practical. Moreover, they attract public opinion by giving
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constructive suggestions. As public opinion is very much decisive in democracy, both, the ruling and
opposing parties keep on trying to attract public opinion towards themselves.

(iii) Restriction on the Gover nment

One important function of opposition party is to put control on government. During question
hour, members of the opposition party puts control over government by asking questions and sub
guestions about various departments. M oreover, opposition party keepsthe government alert by asking
- (1) During financial demands (2) Motion of assembly postpond (3) Motion of reproach or (4) Motion
of vote of confidence.

Today’s ruling party may become opposition party tomorrow and vice a versa. So both the parties
should perform their role with responsibilities. Opposition party should not oppose merely for the sake
of opposing and the ruling party should not neglect the useful suggestions and constructive criticism
from opposition. After examining theimportance of opposition party Lord Bryce says*No opposition,
No Democracy”.

Importance of the L eader of the Opposition Party

The Leader of the opposition party is also very important in parliamentary democracy. Just the
ruling party selectsits|eaders and he becomes Prime Minister; similarly the opposition party or parties
selects their leader who performs as the leader of the opposition party. The Prime Minister and all
ministers peacefully and gracefully listen to theleader of the opposition party during discussionsin the
parliament. Because, today’s opposition party may be tomorrow’s ruling party and similarly today’s
leader of the opposition party istomorrow’s prime minister. Thus, the status of the leader of opposition
party isrespectable in democracy. Heis provided the status similar to a Cabinet Minister.

Public Opinion

The concept of public opinion iskeenly strongly connected with the idea of political party system.
Not only that, actually public opinionislike‘oxygen’ to political partiesin democracy. In democracy,
the ultimate and decisive power is with the people. People’s will means alot to provide power or to
take away power from someone. So “People’s will” or public opinion is playing very crucial rolein
democracy. In this context, political parties are always trying to attract public opinion to themselves.
Hence, it is very important to study public opinion.

Definition and meaning of Public Opinion

The general meaning of public opinion: the opinion or view expressed by people. When people
express their opinion or views on some incident, event, law, policy based issues etc. we call it *Public
Opinion’.

Lord Brycedefines public opinion asfollows- “ Generally, the matters affecting people or the matters
people are interested in; and when people develop similar opinion towards them —is called * Public
Opinion’.”

In short, public opinion isan opinion which istaken after collecting and logically analyzing proper

information and problems about people. Though it is an opinion of majority, minority aso has their
reflections.
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For example, when the fees of some school-college get increased, those concerned will oppose.
Thisisa‘public opinion’ against the increase in fees.

The opinion expressed in public opinion should be an opinion genuinely. It should be based on
precise and appropriate information. It must not be biased or taken hastily. It should not be sentiment
but it should be rational. It should be based on mature discussions and appropriate conclusion.

Many atimes, people accept their leader’s opinions as of their own opinions without giving it a
second thought. This type of public opinion is called “Prepared Public Opinion.” It is not genuine
public opinionin real sense.

Public opinion should be shaped after enough information and discussions. This type of effective
public opinion plays a very important role in democracy.

Role and Importance of Public Opinion

Public opinion isdirectly connected with democracy. Democracy isasystem of government which
is operated by public opinion. The way, democracy system gradually started getting established and
accepted, the importance and role of public opinion also increased. “Government department on
peoples consent is Democracy.” Thisdefinition of democracy clearly showsthe role and importance
of public opinion. It depends on public opinion to get in power, to maintain it and to increase and
improve it in democracy. One of the reasons to lose power is unfavorable public opinion.

Thusrole of public opinion isimportant and decisive in democracy. If public opinion does not play
its role properly, it loses its effect and democracy gets into danger. Public opinion is an important
criterion of functioning of democratic governments.

Autocracy and Public Opinion

Itisnatural that public opinion hasimportant statusin democracy. But in autocratic and dictatorial
governments also, dictators try to show that public opinion is in their favour. Many atime, as the
autocratic rulers or dictators come in power, they try to demolish unfavorable public opinion and all
such concerned machinery going against them. They control such elements strictly. They try to turn
public opinion towards themsel ves. Communications meansand mediatry to usethem asaninstrument
or tool to get public opinion. Hence, even these non demacratic governments also need to show that
‘the public opinion’ isin their favour. Thisfact aso indicates the importance of public opinion.
Requirementsfor durable and effective Public Opinion

Following are the requirements for * public opinion’ to be genuine enough and to be effective on
larger scale.

(A) Citizens should be educated and aware
(B) Uniformality in public interests as far as possible
(C) Means of public opinion should be used honestly
(D) There should be a political awareness
(E) Political leaders should be honest and unselfish
(F) People should have liberty to express and discuss their opinion
(G) Magjority should respect the opinion/thoughts of minorities
‘Public opinion’ can be strong and effectively only if above mentioned necessities get satisfied and

real objectiveof public opinion can beachievedin democracy. Soitisvery essentia that above mentioned
conditions get followed.
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M eans shaping Public Opinion
The shaping and expressions of public opinion isdone by various means and instruments. Following
means are considered to be effective and fundamental .

(1) Legidative Assemblies: Legidative assemblies are the most important means to express and
shape public opinion. Discussions in Legisative assemblies and opinions expressed there play an
important role in shaping and expression of public opinion. The opposition parties make use of
L egidlative assemblies to turn public opinion in their favour. Discussions and opinions expressed in
Legidative assemblies are widely publicise, hence, it has an important rolein shaping and expressing
public opinion.

(2) Political Partiesand Pressure groups: Political parties playsan important rolein shaping public
opinion. Opposition parties are trying to turn public opinion in their favour by election manifesto,
problems of people, meetings, processions, fast, strikes, hunger strikes, etc. On the other hand, leaders
of ruling party try to gain public opinion by providing information about government’s programmesto
the people. However as Prof. Larki says instead of appealing peoples’ intellect, parties try to gain
public opinion by instigating or spreading fear, hatred, envy etc.

Similarly, various groups of peoplein society make various associations or organi sations to protect
their interest and try to shape public opinion in their favour whether there demands will be fulfilled or
not depends on the backing of public opinion. Pressure groups and Interest groups aso use the public
opinion. We will discussit afterwards.

(3) Print Media: Print mediaisan important meansto gain public opinion from those who can read-
write. It includes newspapers, M egazines and Books. News published in Newspapersor criticism and
analysis play an important role in gaining public opinion. Similarly, print mediafunctionsto promote
and spread the existing public opinion. Government can get information about peopl€e’s ideas from
these media. Contribution of magazines and books are aso important in this context.

(4) Audio-Visual means (Cinema, Radio and Television) : These audio-visual means of
communication are more effective in a country where more numbers of illiterate. The use of these
mediaisincreasing in India, and likewise their importance and role too; expecially during elections
while turning public opinionsin favour. News channels run round the clock in Indianow, and it won't
be an exaggeration to say that they are very influencing now a days.

(5) Meetings, Rallisand Processions : These means are used on large scale in countries like ours to
shape public opinion and to expressiit effectively. Political parties arrange rallies and processions on
large scale to show that people do support them. These means are used on large scale during the time
of elections.

(6) Teaching I nstitutions : Schools, colleges and institutions of higher education contribute alot in
shaping of public opinion. Intellectual and logical arguments are very important in shaping and
expressing public opinion. The teaching and training institutions of higher education fulfill these
requirements. However, its effect is not prompt and direct; they perform an effective role to prepare
public opinion infavour or against someissue or policy. Their roleiseven moreimportant in devel oped
countries. It'simportanceisincreasing in Indiaaswell..

(7) Religion and Religious sect : Religion, religious sect and religious |eaders play an important role
in shaping of public opinion. Public opinion are affected by religious and religion sects especialy in
countries like ours.

(8) Direct Public relations : Since few years, during elections, by individual contact also they are
trying to divert public opinion in their favour.
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(9) Telephone-Mobile: Specially, during elections, leaders and workers use means of telephone to
contact voters and they try to divert public opinion in their favor. In last few years, use of mobile has
increased and so it isalso used to form public opinion and also to divert it intheir own favour. SMSis
highly issued during general election to form Public Opinion. Telephone and mobile were used in big
scalein the general elections, in India, of 2009 and 2014.

(10) E-Mails: With the arrival of internet Email facility has been availed. Each political party, telling
to cast vote in favour of the candidate of their party by sending E-mails continuously to the voters.
This mean was used on very high scale in elections after 2004 in India.

(11) Social Media: Meansof Communications are changed in modern time. Political partiesare using
social mediaon abig scale to reach to the voters easily. Continuous efforts take place by the partiesto
divert public opinion in their favour by using Face Book, Twitter, Blog and Whatsapp. In India this
mean was used on frequent basisin elections after 2014.

In this manner, different means are used by the Political Parties to construct, express and also to
divert Public Opinion in their favour.

Interest Groups and Pressure Groups

inmodern statesdifferent political groupsexist besidespolitical parties. They try toinfluence political
decision process. Generally, they are known as Interest Groups and Pressure

Groups.
Interest Groups

We have seen that society isagroup of different interests. When any such group of people possess
common interest and to protect their interest or to prevent it from damages, they come together and try
to impress Government, is called Interest Group. For example, Farmers, Businessmen, Industrialist,
various professionals, (Doctors, Advocates, Engineers, Teachers) workers, etc. cometogether to protect
their interest or to prevent thelossthisisthe timewhen interest groups comeinto existence. To protect
own interest, these Interest Groups pressurize Political Parties, Government, Legislature, Executive
etc. In abroad sense, they can be known as Pressure Groups.

While explaining interest groups, we can say, interest group isaformal organisation of such people
who possess common interest which attempt to influence the policy makers and its implementing
authority to protect and conserve their consolidated interest.

Pressure Groups

Generally, the groups which influence the decision of government are called Pressure Groups.
Their object isnot to gain power but to influence governments' policiesand programmes by pressurizing
Government. Generally, they do want to gain power or to contest elections. But this does not mean that
they will remain firm with thisobject in future. The present Labour Party of Britain started functioning
as a pressure group to protect the interests of labourers. But with changing time, its nature was
transformed and it started contesting elections and at last it became a political party. After gaining
majority in parliament and also formed the government in 1945.

While explaining the pressure groupsit can be said, “ generally pressure group issuch an association
which is not formed by non-political persons. It came into existence to achieve some principles or to
protect and increase own interests.” Some influencing pressure group of India includes : (1) The
Associated Chambers of Commerce. (2) The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerceand Industries
(FICCI) (3) Central Trade Union Congress (4) All IndiaTeachersAssociation, etc. Moreover there are
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also pressure groups at the state level. For example, in Gujarat; Kisan Samiti, Gujarat Farmers Union,
Gujarat Teachers Union, etc.
L obby

When the sessions of assembly arein process, to pass or to prevent any presented bill or resolution,
pressure groups and interest groups try to explain that matter. This attempt is called “Lobby” and
whole process of pressurizing government is called ‘lobbying’. Most of pressure groups possess this
type of lobby and they becomes more active at working of the assembly.

Main difference between political partiesand pressure groupsis: the object of the political party is
to achieve power whereas, the main object of pressure group isthe protection of their interests. Second
difference between them is: political party attempts to cover various interests to gain more support
from the society. While pressure groups are concerned with particular class or section.

However sometimes political partiesplay therole of pressure groups. For example, inIndia, during
theinitial years (1952 to 1967) of one party dominance system role of opposition partieswasto pressure
internal groups of Congress.

Pressure groups adopt various techniques to fulfill their objects. Which includes, help and support
to political parties, election campaign for them and help by party workers, contact with policy makers
(Members of Ministry) and administrators etc. Sometimes pressure groups give strong programmes
like strike, circumference of hunger strike etc. to fulfill their demands. Sometime they go for fasting
also. Generally these types of programmes should be introduced rarely because violence starts due to
this which create serious problems of law and order.

Pressure groups are as important as political parties in democracy. It’s effectiveness depends on
several factorslike honesty of leaders and transperant conduct, numbers of members, clarity of objects,
capability of using various means at the proper time, abilities to negotiate, to explain etc.

Pressure groupsin Indiaare not as devel oped, organi sed and dominated aswestern countries dueto
less education and short time span of formation and functioning of pressure groups. Most of it's
functions are done by political parties. The development of separate and autonomus pressure groups
from political partiesis slow.

Exercise

1. Answer the following questionsin detail
1. Discuss the functions of political party.
2. Discuss the merits-demerits of party system.
3. Explain the importance of opposition party and discuss its functions.
4. Discuss the means which form public opinion.
2. Write short notes
1. Importance of political party
2. One Party Dominance System
3. Mix government or Co-alition government
4. Autocracy and Public Opinion
5. Necessities for stable and effective public opinion
3. Answer thefollowing question in short.
1. What is called the opposition party?
2. What are Pressure Groups?
3. What is Two Party System?
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4. Answer the following questionsin one-two sentences

1. Show the types of Democracy ?

2. Generally how many types of party system ?

3. How many members are there in Lok-sabha of India?
5. Choose the correct option and indicate in the given box

1. The age of co-alition government started at the centre level in India |:|
(A) 1947 (B) 1952 (C) 1989 (D) 1991

2. Required numbers of members in Lok-Sabha for recognized opposition party, in India |:|
(A) 10% (B) 16 % (C) 20% (D) 50 %

3. The nation which possesses “ Shadow Cabinet.” |:|
(A) India (B) Pakistan (C) Britain (D) Srilanka

4. Party System of Britain. |:|
(A) One party system (B) Two party system
(C) Multi party system (D) One Party Dominance System

5. The nation which possesses two party system. [ ]
(A) India (B) Pakistan (C) America (D) China
Activity

o Study regarding workings of Political Parties.
@ Meeting with the leader of Opposition Party.
@ Preparealist of interest groups seen around you.
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2 Electionsin India

Indiais the largest democratic country with reference to population. The highest number of
votersarein India, as compared to the rest of the democratic countries. For such avast country with a
large population, we have adopted representative democracy. Voters elect their representatives freely
and fairly, and these elected representatives remain in power for a fixed period of time. Thus, in
democracy, election isanimportant instrument to el ect representatives. Theword ‘ election’ in English
has originated from Latin word * Eligere’, meaning ‘to select’.

Importance of Election

Scholars have mentioned the importance of election in democracy as follows:

(A) Free, fair and equitable election forms the basis of democracy. People elect their representatives
and hand over power to them and in case, people do not liketheir rule, they can remove them from
power in next election. Thus, el ectionisaninstrument to choose representativesand it isapeaceful
and non-violent instrument to remove them from power.

(B) Elections affirm that people are sovereign in democratic system. Not a particular class, cast, race
or creed is sovereign but people of the country are sovereign. Government isformed and replaced
by the consent of people.

(C) Electionsareimportant instrument for political education. At thetime of election, political Parties,
candidates and the organs of public opinion address the issues and challenges of the country and
offer the waysto tackle them. Thus, al of them make people aware of the issues of country.

(D) Elections are the important instrument for participation of peoplein politics,and an expression of
people’ s will and expectations.

(E) People are the source of power in democracy. Through elections, people bestow power or rule
upontherulers. Only the representatives elected by the people can remain in power. Hence, el ections
legitimize democracy. The other forms of government (Autocracy, Dictatorship, Military rule,
etc.) cannot claim such legitimacy. Therefore,free and equitable elections are very crucial.

Types of Elections

The system of election isinevitablein recent time. Generaly, there are two types of election:
(1) Direct Election and (ii) Indirect Election.
(i) Direct Election :When the voters take part in the election of the candidates directly, it is called
direct election. Themembersof the Lower House are el ected directly in democratic system. For instance,
the voters directly elect the members of Loksabhain India.
(i) Indirect Election :When the voters do not elect their representatives directly but the directly
elected members further elect the representativesis called indirect election. Generaly, the members
of the Upper House of the Parliament are elected thus. For instance, the members of Rajyasabha are
elected by the elected members of state assemblies in India. Even the election of our President is
carried out indirectly.
Adult Franchise and Participation in Election

The most important right in democratic system is the right to vote. In a number of countries,
people hadto struggle alot to get the right to vote as it was very restricted in many of these countries.
Women were granted franchise quite | ater.

Our constitution grantsfranchiseto all, regardless of their education, cast, creed, religion, gender,
class or place of birth. All the citizens, completed 18 years (previoudly it was 21 years) have the right
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to vote. Hence, it iscalled common adult franchise.lt isindeed distinctive that adult franchise existsin
acountry with alarge number of illiterate and poor people.

The citizens of independent Indiadid not haveto strugglefor franchise. A singleArticle of the
Constitution grant them franchise, regardless of any discrimination. Common adult franchise makes
democracy people-oriented in real sense. The ultimate source of power restswith the citizens, affirming
the fact that the decision of the citizens plays a vital role in the formation and replacement of the
government.

In anumber of elections of Loksabhaand State Assembliesand Local Government I nstitutions,
citizens of India have voted, demonstrating the faith placed by the framer of the Constitution. Every
citizen should keep thisin mind that it it is a citizen’s duty, as well asaright, to vote.

Participation in Election

When peoplevoluntarily involve and participatein various political activities, itiscalled political
participation. When we say,'man is a political animal’, it means he participates in various political
activities. The higher level of political participation is an expression of the public acceptance of
anypolitical system. Thelevel of political participationishigher inthedemocratic system asit isbased
on peopl € s participation. As public acceptanceismeasured by political participation, even the autocratic
governments attempt to prove that they have the support of people.

One peculiar feature of liberal democracy is that there are various modes of participation.
Voting in election isamode in which large number of voters participatesin it. To take part in election
propaganda, to become amember of political party, to attend public gathering, to participatein political
agitations — these are other modes of political participation. Here, we will discuss in brief people’'s
participation in election with reference to India.

Every class and section of our society have voted more or lessin elections so far and exhibited
greater range of political participation. Urban-rural, male-female poor-affluent — all of them have
voted inlarge number, strengthening democracy in India. Average turnout of votersin election remains
60 to 65 percentages, which is an expression of political awareness of Indian voters.

Factorsinfluencing voting pattern

We can divide the factors influencing voting pattern in two types. Short term factors and long
term factors.

(1) Temporary or short term factor s: Temporary or short term factors continue to influence voting in
election for once or twice.
(A) Economic Factors:

Increased rate of commaodities, unemployment, incidents of suicide, issueslikeroad, electricity,
water, etc. If these issues are vociferously raised in election campaign, it can influence the results of
the election.

(B) Charismatic personality of leaders:

Attractive and charming personality, poetic style of speech, etc. influence elections.Nehru’s
personality during 1952 to 1962 elections, Indira Gandhi’s |eadership emerged during 1971 Bangladesh
war, Rajiv Gandhi’ syouthful and charming personality in 1984-85, Atal Bihari Bajpayee' spersonality in
1998-99, and Narendra Modi’s style of speech and attractive leadership are its instances. However, the
impression of such personalities does not last for long, and thisisreflected in the subsequent elections.
(C) Certain incidents before elections

Certain incidents occurred before elections can influence them. For instance, in 1971-1972
elections, the war between India-Pakistan for Bangladesh and India’s victory, the defeat of Congress
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party in 1977 due to excesses of emergency, Indira Gandhi’s assassination in 1984 and the sympathy
emerged in favour of Congress party, thevictory in Kargil War, benefitting to BJPin the 13th L oksabha
election, Godhara incident andthe post-Godhara incidents influenced the 2002 Gujarat Assembly
election, etc.
(D) Influence of the means of mass communication

The means of mass communications like radio, T.V., newspapers, mobile phone, and socia
media play a vital role in shaping of public opinion. Canvassing through these means influencethe
elections. Opinion polls carried out before election also influence voting pattern. Sometimes, these
means of mass communications become the instruments of political parties. Sometimes the flood of
election advertisements influences the voters. For instance, during the 2014 L oksabha el ection, social
media played important role for creating an image of NarendraModi as the emerging leader of the
country. Inspite of all these, it is difficult to predict the mindset of Indian voters. The analysis and
surveys offered by the mass communication have proved wrong on many occasions.
(2) Long term influencing factors:

Long term factors influencing voting choice during elections are as follows :
(A) Social Factor

Age, gender (male-female), education, residence (rural-urban),cast, creed, religion, etc. arethe
social factorsinfluencing the voting choice more or less. Young voters enthusiastically cast their votes.
Voter turnout isgreater in rural areas, compared to urban areas. Thereisno differencein percentage of
mal e-femal e voting. But in certain constituencies, sometimesthe percentage of femal e voters surpassed
the male voters.
Caste

Indian society isdivided in castes and races. Theinfluence of caste still prevailsin our society.
Cast (casteism) dominates voting pattern on large scale. The dominance of casteis seen right from the
selection of the candidates to the formation of government. At times, candidates appeal to cast the
votes on casteist basis.

In politics, the dominance of the upper castes prevailed in the post-independence decades, but
now the political awareness in Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes has
increased and the representation of them in Loksabha, State Assemblies and Panchayat Raj Institutions
has also increased. The idea of vote bank has emerged due to certain castes preferring to vote only to
certain political party.

Religion and religious sect

Like other social factors, religion and religious sect sometimes play an important role. Indiais
asecular country. So, if people are appealed to vote on the basis of religion or religious sect, it isthe
breach of code of conduct. But in practice,the political parties, candidates, and the leaders indirectly
highlight religion or religious sect in their election campaigns.

The minorities, keeping in view their identity and safety, select the political parties and
candidates. The way casteism is an evil, so is communalism.

(B) Economic Factor

Indian society, on the basis of income, isbroadly dividedinto three classes: the upper class, the
middle class and the lower class. Generaly, it is observed that the upper and affluent class of the
society is less interested in voting. The middle class is vocal and is politically active but often the
members of this class donot vote in elections enthusiastically. But if theissues concerning them are
evoked at the time of election, they vote with enthusiasm. The lower middle class who possesses less
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income and the poor class vote enthusiastically. They believe that voting in election is an effective
instrument to pressurize for solution of their difficulties and fulfillment oftheir needs. All the palitical
parties attempit to attract them because they represent the highest percentage of population in the society.
(C) Ideology

Generally, people are attached to one or the other political ideology, even if they are not aware
of it. Capitalism, Socialism, traditionalism or conservatism, secularism, etc. are the ideologies
influencing the voters. The affluent class believes that there should be less interference of state, and
such a belief reflects capitalism, while the poor-labour-working class believes in socialist or leftist
ideology. These beliefsinfluence their voting preference.

(D) Family Background

Family isone of theimportant agenciesfor political socialization. The higher degree of political
awareness is observed in the children groomed up in politically conscious and aware families.
Discussions in the family regarding politics, political party, and the leaders influence the younger
members. If the members of family support certain political party or the ideology and they vote
accordingly, then it isassumed that when the younger members of the family turn adults, they too vote
in the similar way. However, that’s not always the case.

(E) Political party and its L eader ship

This is an important factor influencing the voting pattern. Voters vote those parties and its
leadership if they can attract votersin their favour. Voting preference isinfluenced by the programs of
political parties, their election manifesto, propaganda style, the impact on common man, political
stand on certain issues, etc.

Charismatic personality of a leader also appeals the voters. Influenced by the impressive
personality and flaringoratory of aleader, the voters cast their votesto the party or the candidate that
the leader endorses.

(F) Patriarchy

Our society islargely patriarchal. Family, cast, race, trade, politics and other fields of public life
arelargely male-dominated. Thisattitudereflectsin politicsand voting pattern too. Dueto such domination,
women often vote as per the suggestion of male members. However, that’s not always the case.

Political parties, although they talk about women empowerment and their greater representation,
but while distributing tickets,women are given fewer tickets. It is shameful that the percentage of
women representatives in assemblies has not increased beyond 10% or 12 %. However, due to 33 %
women reservationsin local self governmental institutions, the number of women representatives has
increased remarkably.

(G) Money, Muscle power and Communication means

These are the important factors influencing voting pattern. The political party with massive
funds, musclepower and communication means can influence voting pattern. This point has been
extensively discussed in election.

These are the factors which dominates voting pattern. It is difficult to tell which factor will
influence the voting choice as the Indian voter is unpredictable. It is difficult to presume the point by
which he will cast hisvote.

Election Commission and the Procedure of Election

We have discussed earlierthat election is important instrument to accomplish democracy in

practice. Therefore, it is crucial to preserve its sanctity, impartiality and neutrality. The election
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commission conducts, controls and superintend selections. It's necessary that such an election
commission remains neutral and is autonomous from the government, so as it can conduct fair, free
and neutral election.

Congtitutional Provisions

For the planning of free, fair and neutral elections, thereisaprovision of Election Commission
in the Constitution’s Article 324. The responsibility of direction, control and superintendence of all
elections except local government institutions (L oksabha, L egidlative assemblies, Legidative councils,
Rajyasabha, President, Vice President) rests with the election commission. The formation of election
commission, its functions and duties, etc. has been given in Article 324 to 329 of the Constitution. In
thisway, Election commission is a constitutional body.

The President nominates the Chief Election Commissioner and if needed, two more Election
commissioners. Earlier, the Election Commission has asingle member (Chief Election Commissioner).
Since 1993, thereisaprovision of three Election Commissioners. All thesethree Election Commissioners
have equal power. The senior most member becomes the Chief Election Commissioner and al the
decisions are taken by majority.

There are some provisions so that the members of Election Commission can function freely
and fairly. The tenure of Election Commissioner isof six years or up to theage of 65 years. The salary
and other allowancesare equal to the salary and allowances of a Judge of the Supreme Court. Normally,
they are not removed from their position. He can be removed from his office following the same
procedure for the removal of a Judge of the Supreme Couirt.

Functions/ Procedure of the Election Commission

We have discussed earlier that except local self government institutions, every electionsin the
country are conducted by the commission and so the functions concerning elections are carried out by
the election commission.

Main functions of the Election Commission are:
(1) To prepare electoral rolls, its updating and authentication, to prepare voter card.
(2) To demarcate the boundaries of constituencies.
(3) To give recognition to political parties.
(4) To announce schedule of election.
(5) To distribute election symbol to political parties.
(6) To announce election results.
(7) To maintain code of conduct.
(8) To give solution, settle grievances/ disputes regarding election.
(9) To assess the election expenses of candidates.
(10) To prevent malpractice regarding elections.
(11) To conduct re-election/by-election and to cease the counting of votes if necessary.

The Parliament has passed some important acts for the proper and systematic operation of
election process. The prime act is Peoples Representative Act and the amendments in it from time to
time. Few morelike, the act for the election of President and Vice President, the act for the nominations
of voters, the act regarding election in Union Territory, etc.
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The numbers of votersin our country in 2014 has crossed 81 crore. In our country, it isahuge
and herculean task to organize elections, to keep avigil, supervise and announce results in due time.
The Election Commission carries out this task with efficiency and skill. Other countries also seek the
service of our Election Commission. Thereisamemorandum of understanding between representatives
of United Nation (U.N.) and representatives of Election Commission in this context.

Electoral Reforms

We have adopted representative democracy. The voters elect their representatives freely and
fairly and hand over the power to the representativesfor afixed tenure. For this, elections are conducted
in the country from time to time. We have discussed about the importance of electionsin India, the
Election Commission and its functions, the procedure of election, etc. Now, we will discuss about the
weaknesses in the electoral system and also discuss the remedies for them.

Wewill now discuss about the el ectoral reforms and the suggestions of the appointed committees

like Dinesh Gosawmi Committee and Tarkunde Committee, set up by Jay Prakash Narayan.
(1) Remove discordance between the achieved votes and the seats and make election more
representative: Themain defect of our electoral system isthat sometimesthereis not balance between
the achieved votes and the seats. There is large difference between the votes achieved by various
parties and the seats gained by them. In all the Loksabha elections so far, the parties which came in
power with majority seats have actually achieved lessthan 50 % of total votes. The candidate who gets
more votesthan therest isdeclared elected, but dueto this system, most of the candidates are el ectedby
marginal votes. In the same way, the party which gets marginal votes can get the majority of seats.
Thus, the discordance between the votes and the seats emerges. The representation does not reflect in
the elections of candidates and political parties gaining majority of votes, and hence, it isnot reflected
in the elected government also. This limitation creates a big lacunain the representative system.

To removethislacuna, the system of proportional representation isrecommended. Inthissystem,
the party gets seats in the proportion of the votes it gained. We can remove many flaws of electoral
processif we adopt this system. However, there are some demerits of this system, too. For example, it
encourages multiparty system, defectionsin political parties, theincreased dominance of party leaders,
the demand of larger constituencies and the lack of direct contact between the representatives and the
constituencies, etc. Thissystemis so complex and intricate, and the rate of illiteracy in our country is
so high that some experts have expressed doubt about its effective implementation.

It's suggested that in order to mitigate the flaws and evils,thefifty percent of total seatsshould be
reserved for proportional representative system and the remaining fifty percent seats may befilled by the
existing ‘the most first place votes' system meaning the one who gets more votes among all candidates
will be declared elected. This system is functional in Germany. Thus, there should be inter relation
between the achieved votes and segts, otherwiseit can harm the representative nature of political system.
(2) Control over the large number of parties and the candidates taking part in election:Multi
party system has been developed in our country. There are approximately seven hundred partiesin our
country and this number isincreasing. Most of these parties are too tiny and regional. The plenty of
partiesand largenumber of candidates confuse the mind of votersand also create administrative problems
regarding electoral management. Certain parties have originated only to contest el ection. They mushroom
before elections and vanish thereafter. There is no clear-cut ideology or programs of all parties or
independent candidates. Due to many parties and candidates, the possibility of victory by fewer votes
emerges, as the remaining votes are divided among the rest of the candidates contesting in election.

It isalso suggested that there should be fix rules and stringent standards for the recognition of
political parties. Besides, there should be certain qualifications|aid down for candidates. Proper control
and regulations can keep the numbers of parties limited.

18

Political Science, Sd. 12



(3) Reduce the dominance of increasing money power in elections: Elections are becoming very
expensive. The candidates have to spend huge amount of money for propaganda due to wide range of
constituency and large numbers of voters. Some expense is borne by political party but the remaining
expense hasto be borne by the contesting candidates. So, the political partiesal so select those candidates
who can spend money inthe election. In elections, ‘ Black Money’ or ‘ malfeasance money’ isinvolved
on large scale. The candidates al so seek help of those people who can give enormous amount of funds.
People who earn money by illegal means, black marketer, speculators, hoarders, corrupt contractors,
con men, industrialist and big traders, etc. donate fundsto political parties and candidates. Once these
parties and candidates win the elections, they give, in return,benefits to those who have given funds.
Thus, avicious circle emerges. It issaid that ‘ Black and corrupt money give birth to corrupt politics.’
Due to all these reasons, clean, genius and upright individuals do not dare to contest election and so
the country isdeprived of good representatives. Our democracy isalso falling prey to the monopoly of
the wealthiest people.

Many suggestions have been given to decrease the dominance of money power and to clean up
black money, and some of those suggestions are put into application also.

(A) There should be acapping for the amount of expenses ofthe political partiesfor their candidates
in the election.

(B) The source of donation madeto the political partiesand the total expenses should be maintained
and audited.

(C) Monetary transaction of political parties should be transparent. The Election Commission must
be empowered in this regard. However, the Election Commission has the power to investigate the
election expenses of candidates.

(D) Animportant suggestion includesthat the political parties should be aided by the state, whichis
called “ State Funding”. It is not necessary that the aid should be merely in form of finance. At the
time of election, theaid in the form of certain amount of petrol and diesel, or the printing of campaign
literature can be given. There is a provision of state funding in democratic countries like Germany,
France, Canada, | srael, Japan and United States of America (U.S.A.), etc.

Thus, here isthe need of effective steps to stop black money in elections.

(4) Sop Violence and Increasing use of muscle power :Besides money power, the use of muscle
power is practiced for the victory of particular candidates or to defeat rival candidates. Incidents that
occur arethe capture of polling booths, ballet box or Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) and the attempts
to create violence and atmosphere of fear. Sometimes, there are also incidences of large-scale bogus
votingin certain polling booths. However, it is not the case in all polling booths. The candidates or
workers of the political parties take resort to all sorts of illegal and unfair means. This is indeed a
matter of worry. Thus, it isvery necessary to prevent these frauds and mal practices. The awareness of
citizens can play an important role in the removal such evils.

(5) Supervision of the functioning of Political Party : Along with the election reforms, the political
party reforms are also needed. If the functioning of political partiesis supervised effectively, many of
the flaws in election process can be removed. How can they govern the country in democratic way,
when these political partiesthemselves are functioning undemocratically? There are some suggestions
given for the functioning of political partiesin democratic way. There should be free and fair elections
regularly from bottom level to top level in parties. There should not be a nomination system at any
stage. Their accounts of income and expenses should be kept and regularly audited. There should be a
provision for the party leaders responsibility to the party workers. There should be freedom of speech
within the party. In short, there should be internal democracy in the party.
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In this context, it is al so suggested that the Election Commission should be encrusted with the

power to superintend whether the political partiesarefunctioning democratically. If any party does not
conform to this, the Election Commission can cancel the recognition of the party.
(6) Removal of Cast base-Race base Palitics : Casteism and racism are great evils of the Indian
politics. Caste and race play decisiverole right from the selection of candidates, €l ection propaganda,
position in power, etc. Sometimes other qualifications of candidates are of secondary importance and
the cast or therace he belongsis of utmost importance. On the other hand, thevotersal so giveimportance
to the cast and race, so political parties and candidates take into account the cast and race factors.
However, as per the People’'s Representative Act (1951), one cannot appeal for vote in the name of
religion. It is considered unlawful.

The political partiesformed on the basis of the caste and religions promote separation and thus
stand in the way of healthy and sound democracy. Thus, these weaknesses create hurdles in the
accomplishment of democracy and it is the need of an hour to make amendments and reforms.

(7) To prevent criminalization of politics : This evil has gripped the Indian palitics. Earlier, the
criminalsand anti-social el ementswerein elections. Now, these elements themsel ves contest el ections
and are elected. One cannot say that all the candidates having criminal history are criminals. It isa
matter of worry that the candidates having suspicious character contest elections and are elected aswell.

According to the People' s Representative Act (1951), Section 8A, those personswho are declared

criminals by the court and imprisoned cannot contest election. But, if the persons allegations are made
and the caseis still pending, and if no penalty/punishment is ordered by the court, the person can contest
election. Thus, few persons with criminal background sit in the Parliament and Assemblies, and frame
the laws for the country. Some of them hold portfolios in the ministry too. Suggestions are made to
amend the laws. The Election Commission has recently made it mandatory for a candidate to present an
affidavit giving information about his educational qualifications, the movable-immovable assets and
criminal higtory, if there’sany. Dueto this, the voters can know whether the candidate ishaving acriminal
background or not. The Election Commission has &l so taken some steps against unlawful activities, like
the use of force, threats, bogus voting, etc. at the time of eections. The Election Commission can order
to cease voting or the counting of voting where malpractices have taken place, and can announce re-
election in that congtituency. The Code of Conduct has been framed for election campaign and it is
mandatory for the political parties and candidatesto follow the Code of Conduct. Asthe criminalization
of politics begins from election, preventive steps can be applied right from the beginning.
(8) Prevent the misuse of means of mass communication:We know that at the time of election,
meanswork multi-dimensionally —they are used for election propagandaand for the public awareness.
But in recent times, the role of these means has become controversial. Besides newspapers, T.V. news
channels functioning twenty four hours take surveys such as Pre-poll or Exit-poll, and forecast the
election results— the performance of political parties and the approximate seats they are going to win.
Such information regarding the election results may mislead the voters. Moreover, credibility and
reliability of such surveys are questionable. Therefore, as the election protocol isimplemented, such
election surveys are prohibited for that time.

Besides mass media, in recent times, social media has become very popular and accepted by the
people. Social mediasuch asSMS, E-mail, Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp have started playing influential
and unimaginablerolein elections. Some studies show the decisiverole social mediahas played in 2014
L oksabhaelections. On social media, legitimacy of information is questionabl e, asinformation spreads
very quickly without its verity and proper examination. In this case, there is a scope of false and
distorted information spreading everywhere. At present, there is no control mechanism for this, so it
may create dangerous and serious effects. However, as per the Code of Conduct, the election propaganda
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must be stopped before the forty eight hours of el ection. But on social media, el ection propagandaand
its related information continue to spread till the last moment. Thus, there social media should be
brought under proper control.

In this way, the biased role of the means in election has been discussed. The objection made
against the means is that they indulge in all sort of bargainfor the sake of vested interest and selfish
motives. In short, there should be proper control to prevent the misuse of means, so as the means can
play neutral and impartial role.

Other Suggestions:
Certain suggestions have been made for the impartial and legal elections are asfollows:
(i) Prevent the candidates contesting from more than one seat.

(i) Inlocal self government, a candidate having more than two children cannot contest elections.
This should be made applicable for assembly elections too.

Thus, election is the important instrument to operate democracy successfully. The sanctity of
this system will ensure healthy and successful growth of democracy.

Development based politics

Generally, politics of any country is shaped keeping in focus the development of its people.
Theissue of development has become important sincethelast few yearsin Indian politics. Along with
that, the concept of development given by political leaders has become controversial. It isimportant to
understand the meaning of development. Sometimes, development is eval uated as growth or economic
growth, but it is not proper. As per the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the rate of
development is measured in the context of education, health, life style of citizens, per capitaincome,
etc. It is expected that this development should be sustainable and comprehensive. This concept of
development can be understood in the context of the development of citizens. In short, devel opment
means development of all the citizens and only this type of development is comprehensive and
acceptable. So, we should adopt politics of comprehensive development, but unfortunately thisis not
put into practice.

Our political leaders and political parties understand development on the basis of politics of
votein place of itsreal meaning, and they shape politics according to it. As per one of the discussions,
whether the roads or infrastructural facilities are to be dubbed as development?At the time of election,
sometimes political partiesraisetheseissues, and mislead the citizens. Through such issues, they try to
target and influence specific group of people. We are well aware about the attractive offers announced
by our political parties at the time of election. We are also aware that such promises given at the time
of election are forgotten with the passage of time.

Inour country, sometimes politica strategy isadopted ontheissue of development —devel opment
of aparticular classor region. Development of aparticular caste, or aparticular regionisnot development
in the real sense. So, developmentshould not be based on cast, race, religion and region. The aim of
development should not be of the development of a particular state, but it should be comprehensive.
The development cannot take place at the cost of others. When we talk about development, citizen
should be in the centre and so should our policy be framed.

In reality, we have given less attention to participatory development, multiphase devel opment
or development of al. Thisis something we have neglected. The democracy is successful only when
development reaches to all the citizens. In short, development means comprehensive, balanced and
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sustainable devel opment. Sometimes emphasis is given on the development of a particular class or
section of society, such as children, adolescents, and women. It is hecessary that government should
take initiative in this direction. It is applicable to those countries which have declared themselves a
‘Welfare State’ . Infact, in ademocratic country like India, the government hasto performin accordance
with the Constitution.

Performance based politics

There aremany changesin the Indian political system sincelast one or two decade. The system
of coalition or mix government isgiving anew shapeto politics. Besidesthis, theissueslike performance
are also being raised and have become a subject of scrutiny.

At the time of election, the performance of respective government, efforts for a specific task
are being debated. Many a times, the method of campaigning plays a crucial role in the victory or
defeat of any political party and party. Those who can present their work in a nice and convincing
manner have more chances of victory. However, the ruling party can present the performance. The
opposition party/parties has no such advantage. Thus, the opposition party lags behind the ruling party.
However, at the time of election the opposition party can announce plenty of promises.

In recent times, on the completion of hundred days of ruleor on being one or two yearsin powe,
the elected government has to face questions regarding the performance during group discussion. The
obj ectiveisto make governments accountable. Thus, the citizen’sapproach to review the performance of
government and analyze its efficiency is a welcoming move in democracy. Excellent performance and
efficient tasks of the government or political parties can provide them an opportunity to remainin power
infuture.

When the citizensrate the performance of government, they remember and remind the promises
given to them at thetime of election. The promisesfulfilled or still to befulfilled, are being eval uated.
This shows that now only promises or offers won't work. Some leaders have charismatic personality.
And political parties are benefited from charismatic leadership as well. But it is also true that the
charm of charismatic leadership is not long lasting. Sometime, it is short-lived. The performance or
functions of the parties is what counts in the end. Elections are won not merely by campaign or
propaganda, but solid performanceisakey to victory. At thetime of election,citizens (voters) takeinto
account the performance: the number of promises given, the number of promises fulfilled, and the
reasons if certain promises are not fulfilled. The awareness of citizens particularly at the time of
election isessential. And, this awarenessis essential to keep democracy alive.

Exercise
1. Answer the following questionsin detail
1. Mention the short term factors influencing participation in election and voting.
2. Mention long term factors influencing participation in election and voting.
3. Discuss any two election reforms.
4. Explain development based politics.
2. Writeshort notes
1. Important of election
2. Political partnership
3. Functions of Election Commission
4. Performance based politics
5. Suggestions to remove defectsin India's el ection system
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3. Answer thefollowing questionsin brief.
1. What isdirect election ?
2. What isindirect election ?
3. What is criminalization of politics?
4. What is charismaticleadership?
5. Mention the role of social media during election.
4. Answer the following questionsin one-two sentences.
1. Give the name of any one committee appointed for election reforms.
2.What is ‘ state funding’ ?
3. Who appoints the Election Commissioner in India ?
4. What is the tenure of Election Commissioner in India ?
5. Give two examples of social media
5. Choose the correct option and indicatein the given box.

1. The word * election’ originated from which language? [ ]
(A) Latin (B) Greek (C) Arabic (D) Sanskrit

2. Under which article of Indian constitution, the provision for the Election
Commission has been made? |:|
(A) 324 (B) 326 (C) 328 (D) 356

3. From which year the provision for three Election Commissioners has been made ? |:|
(A) 1947 (B) 1950 (C) 1952 (D) 1993

4. In which country provision of state funding has been made? I:I
(A) Japan (B) Germany (C) Canada (D) All

[ ]

5. The formation of Tarkundecommittee is connected with what ?
(A) Panchayat Rg] (B) Election Reforms  (C) Civil service (D) Economic Reforms

Activity
® Make astudy on the procedure of state assembly/L oksabha el ections.
@ Arrangeavisit to state assembly/Parliament.
® Arrangean interview with M.L.A. and M.P.
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3 | | Indian Democracy : Challengesand Response

Indiaisaproud country with one of the highest popul ationsand asuccessful democracy, | ndiabecame
independent on 15" August 1947 and right from theindependence, we adopted the democratic pattern of
government. Thishasbeen incorporated in the Preamble of our Constitution and wasour country wasdeclared
aDemocratic Republic. Asaresult of thelong relationship with western countries, we adopted freedom of
person, representative government and rule of law. Because of association with Britain and experience of
British Administrative system, we have adopted the Parliamentary Democratic pattern of government. Indian
democracy hasfaced several challenges. Some of the challengesfaced by ussinceindependence have been
higtoricaly inherited.

Oneof themgor chalengesto Indian democracy issocia- economicinequadity. How can ademocracy
grow inaplacewherethereareextensiveinequalities? Similarly, illiteracy isa so achalengeto democracy.
Regiona imbalance- theinequality between different regionsisdangerousfor democracy and nationa unity.
Problemslikeregiondismandlinguistic chauvinismarisefromthis. Besdes, commundism, casteism, separatiam,
political violence, Naxalite movement and terrorism area so challengesto Indian democracy.

Wehaveinitiated effortsto facethese challengesin ademocratic way. We have succeeded sometimes
andfailed at other timesin these efforts. Theframersof the I ndian Congtitution adopted democracy not just as
adesired system based on the principal of peopl€’ s participation but also asasystemto achievethe principle
of socia and economicjustice. Thus, democracy ensuresequality of right for al irrespective of caste, race,
gender and placeof birth.

Challengesto I ndian Democracy

Socid-economicinequality isclearly visbleinIndia Weall know that I ndian society isbased on caste
systemand therootsof inequdity lieinthe caste system. Along with socia inequality, economicinequdity is
also seen at large scalein the society. Monopoly over themeansof production by aparticular group, poverty
and problemslike unemployment are a so creating other problems. Another dimension of inequality isthe
inequality betweenrural and urban sector.

Social I nequality

Indian society istraditionally based on caste system. In the caste system, the upper casteisat thetop
of thesocial system whileat the bottom lower casteis placed. The Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes
and the Other Backward Classesare considered asbackward. Caste-based prejudice, economicinequaity
and educational backwardness arethe main reasonsfor their backwardness. The caste systeminIndiais
basi cally defined by their occupation. But with passage of time, changesinthisbelief can be seentoday. The
rel ationship between caste and occupation can not be denied.

(a) Scheduled Castes

InIndiaapersonisknown by hiscaste. The membersof scheduled caste are at thelowest rank inthe
term of socid status. There are a so ascending and descending casteswithin them. These communitiesarenot
givenany statusinour traditional classification of castesystem, whichiswhy they aredsoknown as* Awarna’
or “Pancham” varna. Because of inhuman behaviour with thisbackward and most backward community, their
condition waspitiable. The scheduled caste peoplewereallowed to live only outside thetown limits. Even
today also many from these communitieslive outside of town. They arenot allowed to use public well, pond
or other such public places. They are deprived of entry totherdigiousplacesand denied participationin socia
life. They arelivingalifeof varioustypesof deprivation. They havereceived civil equdity only after independence
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dueto the congtitutional provisions. In Indian constitution, they areincluded as Scheduled Caste and such
provisionshave been madeto providethemjustice. The* Scheduled Caste” isaconstitutional category.

(b) Scheduled Tribes

Scheduled Tribesaregenerally referredto as” Aadivas”. Generally, they livein areasaway from
theplain- intheforest, interior regionsand mountainous areas. They have beenisolated from therest of the
society. It wasduring British rule, that they were delineated for thefirst time and were given aspecial
identification. Thesecommunitieslivein variouspart of India. Their populationisconcentrated mainly in
Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, North-East states, Rgjasthan, Gujarat, hilly areasof Andaman
and Nicobar.

Their traditional way of lifeisdisturbed by mines, dams, industrialization, etc. The main sources of
their livelihood likeforest, forest products, agricultura land, etc. arebeing wrested from them. A chalengehas
arisen against their digtinctiveidentity, social system, valuesand traditional culture. To bringthemintomain
stream of India, various provisionshave been madein our Congtitution.

Constitutional Remediesfor removal of Social | nequalities

All thecitizensof Indiaare given fundamental rightsand all the citizensare equal before law and
entitled to equal legal protection. It hasbeen classified in the constitution, that state will not discriminate
between citizenson the basisof caste, religion, sex, race, place of birth or any such basis. No discrimination
will be practiced for the use of wells, roads, lake, etc. The practice of untouchability has been declared
uncongtitutiona and made punishabl e offence under thelaw. Though Condtitution has abolished untouchability,
alot remainsto bedoneinthisdirection. Untouchability isstill being practiced in savera partsof country. Even
today, the members of Scheduled Caste haveto dog for their livelihood. A big proportion of the scheduled
casteconsistsof landlessagricultura labourers. They havelittle control over meansof productionlikeland,
water and forest. We have made law for ownership of land, but the desired result has not been received.

Eventoday, ill treetment of these communitieshappens. Theincident of atrocitiesand violenceagainst
the members of Scheduled Caste are being reported in daily newspaper and other media. Onereasonsfor
thisistheincreasing awareness of the member of thiscommunity about their rights. The Scheduled Castes
have opportunitiesto decidetheir own fate and liveswithout support from others, but dueto thetraditional
prejudicesand mentality, their development isthwarted. Thuscontinuoudy facing strugglesintheir lives.

Asdgtated in Congtitution, if the state makes specia provisonsfor theweaker section like Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribesand the socially and educationally backward classes, thiscannot be considered a
violation of therightsof equality. Reservation has been provided to the schedul ed castesand scheduled tribes
intheParliament and L egidativeAssembly and intheInstitute of Local Self Government. IntheLocal Self
Government, areservation hasbeen madefor women aso. In Gujarat, thisreservation hasbeenincreased up
tofifty percent (50%) from theyear 2015. Besides, reservation has been provided to themin educational
ingtitutionsand government jobs. Because of thistherate of literacy hasgonehighinthiscommunity and we
find anumber of peoplefrom these sectionsin variousgovernment jobs.

TheDirective Principlesof State Policy aso call uponthe stateto take specia stepsto advancethe
socid and economicinterest of theweaker sectionsof the society. Variouspolicies, schemesand programmes
have been formulated and implemented for thewel fare and advancement of these communities.

Consequently, some change has certainly occurred in the condition of the Scheduled Caste. Some of
them have got an opportunity toriseinthesocial, cultural and politica sphere. However, the benefitsof these
congtitutional provisionshave not reached to thosewho are on the marginsof the society. Very few scheduled
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caste and schedul ed tribes have been benefited by the reservation policy and achievetheir due positionin
society dueto changein socia and economic change.

Interm of literacy too, the Schedul ed Castes and Schedul ed Tribes are much behind the other castes.
Therate of enrolment in school for studentsof Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribesis much below than
that of other categories. Eventhe drop-out rateisalso higher among them. Especialy girlsof the Scheduled
Caste sectionsleavetheir schoolsfor variousreasons.

Thesocid and economicinequdity among thiscommunity isamgor chalengefor thelndian Democracy.
Though efforts have been made to remove such backwardness and inequality but enough progress has not
been achieved. A lot isrequired to bedonein thisdirection.

Economiclnequality

Indiawas among the poorest country of theworld at thetime of independence. Poverty and economic
inequaity have been the biggest economic problemfor Indiaafter independence. Sincelast Six to seven decades
the government has made sustained attemptsto remove poverty and economicinequality. Inspite of poverty
elevation programmes, alargenumber of the population till livein poor condition.

Poverty

In genera sense, poverty meanslack of opportunitiestoliveaheathy and constructivelife. In other
words, poverty meanslack of amenitiesthat areabsolutely necessary for aperson or hisfamily likenutritious
food, clothing, primary education, health, housing, etc.

Generdlly, poverty ismeasured by the poverty line. Therearevariousviewsand argumentsregarding
what should bethe poverty line ?With regardsto the parametersto decide the poverty line, it hasaways
remained acontroversia subject. Thusauniversaly accepted definition of poverty cannot begiven. In spiteof
that, Planning Commission (now NITI Aayog) definespoverty from timeto time, the acceptance of which
though isquestionablethrough some perspectives.

Poverty Eradication Programmesin India

Almost onethird population of Indialivesbel ow the poverty line. Thisprevalenceof poverty isnot
uniform acrossthe country. Bihar, Jharkhand, Orissa, MadhyaPradesh, AndhraPradesh, part of West Benga
and Tamil Nadu have higher incident of poverty thanthenationa average.

Theleadersof national movement were quite conscious of the economic condition of Indiaand the
problem of extensive poverty. Apart from poverty even other problemslike unemployment sarvation, illiteracy,
inequality of wealth andincome, etc. existed at thetime of our independence. Seriousattention wasnot given
to poverty and poverty eradication programmesin theinitial yearsafter achieving independence. It was
believed that poverty would automatically reduce asthe process of devel opment takesoff. But visible change
was not observed. Real attention to the problem of poverty and programmesfor poverty eradication was
focussed aslate asthesixth five-year plan. Theresfter, programmesfor poverty eradication werelaunched. The
objectiveof these programmeswasto uplift the peoplebel ow poverty lineand bring them above poverty line.

Accordingly, several schemescovering rural poor and thelandless|abourers have been formul ated.
Government istrying to providethem food grain at fair price, fuel and other items of bas ¢ necessity tothem.
Varioustypesof housing schemesfor poor area soimplemented. Besides, various programmes have been
designed to provide employment at thetime of natural calamitieslikedrought, flood, etc. From the year 2006,
M ahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment GuaranteeAct has been implemented, which isknown as
MNREGA. Thisisan Employment GuaranteeAct under which apersonisguaranteed provison of aminimum
100 days of employment during the year and thereisaprovision under which if the employment is not
available, thenthelabourersare paid unemployment allowance. Thisschemeisgaininglotsof popularity and
aso getting attention at international levels.
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Despite such programmesfor eradication of poverty, the condition of poor has not improved to
satisfactory levels. It is believed that indifference and inefficiency of the bureaucracy, corruption and
mal adminigtration areresponsiblefor that. Apart from these, thelack of politica will for theimplementation of
thelaw, influence of vested interestsand lack of awarenessamong the poor and the deprived communitiesare
asoresponsiblefor it. In short, alarge proportion of peoplestill livein poverty. Considerable devel opment
hastaken placein agriculture, industry, transportation, businessand empl oyment, technol ogy, communication
etc. but thefruitsof thisdevelopment have not reached to the economi cally backward and deprived section of
the society. A mgjority of the benefits of these programmes have remained confined to the higher casteand
influential section of the society. Theincidentsof poverty havereduced. But wearenot succeedinginreducing
theinequalities. Thusthe challengesof poverty and inequaity continue aschallengesto thelndian democracy.

Consequently, severd tensionssurfacein our society, dl of which pose seriouschalengesto democracy.
On other hand, even asthe poor and the deprived section of the I ndian society might beincapable of doing
anything else, they can certainly play aninfluential rolein the processof palitical change. Throughvotingin
election, they have proved that they areinamgjority, and if they organizethemselveswell, they caninfluence
the outcomesof dection. If socio- economicinequalitiescontinuetoriseor if thereisno significant reduction
inthem, thedemon of socid tension and palitical violencewould take adangerousform and create amajor
threat for democracy.

[lliteracy

Education playsanimportant rolein devel opment of any society or country. It hasadecisiveinfluence
onthesocia and economic development. Itishelpful in cresting an enlightened civil society. Itisanimperative
precondition for the success of democracy and national development. The countrieswhich have achieved
highlevel of education and literacy havea so scaled new height of economic development. Thusone cannot
over emphasi zetheimportance of education for success of democracy and for the devel opment of society
and country.

Even after yearsof independence, inIndiatherateof illiteracy isvery high. At thetimeof independence,
the number of peoplewho could read and writewas 6 crorewhich was about 18 % thetota population. That
means 30 croreswereilliterate out of thetotal population of 36 crores. Thisliteracy was confined to the so-
caled higher casteand urban middleclass. Theextent of illiteracy was highest among the schedul ed castes,
scheduled tribes, minorities, other backward classes and most of therural people and female. It wasthe
demand of thetimeto provide basic primary education to crores of peopleand so, many programmeswere
launched. Asaresult, we have good progressin literacy. According to the census of 2011, therate of literacy
hasreached 74.04 percent. The maleliteracy hasreached to 84.12 percent whilefemaleliteracy rate has
reached to 65.46 percent. This can be considered a significant accomplishment but compared to our
expectationsand requirements; it isnot asatisfactory situation. Itisamatter of concern that even today the
number of illiteratesisvery highinindia
Progresstoward Literacy

Theframersof our Constitution have accepted the role of education and accordingly have made
provisionsregarding this. Article- 45 of the Directive Principalsof the State Policy enjoinsthe stateto make
provisionsfor free and compul sory education for al children between 6 to 14 yearsof agewithintenyearsof
implementation of thecondtitution.

To study the status of education, government appointed K othari Commission (1964 — 66). The
K othari Commission made adetailed study of the education system of India. According to thisreport, the
reasons accounting for thefailureto achieve universalization of education are—lack of adequate resources,
growthin population, social prejudice against education of girl child, wide spread poverty, indifference of
parents, their illiteracy, etc.

To, face the challenges of modern time and equi p the education system accordingly acommittee of
educati onistswas gppointed. Thecommittee prepared adraft of new education policy. The Parliament gpproved
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thisdraft asthe“ New Education Policy 1986 . Under thispolicy all the children below 14 years should be
provided free primary education, there should be animprovement inthe qudity of education; thereshould be
effortsto provide education to theweaker sections of the society and aso to augment thefinancia resources
for education. For thispurpose, different programmes have been formulated. Special effortsare madeto
encourage the children of the weaker section to enrol in schoolsand ensure that they do not discontinue
schooling in between. Mid-day Mea Scheme hasbeen introduced to provide nutritiousfood to childrenin
theschool initself. Time-to-time medical examinationsare aso conducted for school children. For primary
and secondary education, the central government provides specia grantsto states. Under this programme,
education of thegirl child hasbeen specialy emphasized. To increase the capacity of primary schools, a
campaign called” Operation Black Board” waslaunched intheyear 1987-88. TheNationd Literacy campaign
wasinitiated from 1988 asapart of theNew National Education Policy. Thiscampaign amsat achieving total
literacy and making all personsbetween 15to 35 yearsof agefully literate. To spread theliteracy and primary
education substantialy, informal education hasbeen arranged in schools, at door steps of the people’ shome
and at the public places. The co-operation from the voluntary organi zations has been taken and they have
been provided financial assistance. In particular, efforts have been madeto arrangefor nightsschool for the
children of weaker section and establish such non formal education facilitiesnear their place of residence.
Alongwith such nonformal educetion, programmesof Continuous Education havea so been putinplace. To
removeilliteracy, presently “ SarvaShikhaAbhiyan” hasbeeninitiated.

Insomestatesof India, therateof literacy according to 2011 censusisvery high, likeinKeraa(94 %),
L akshadweep (91.85 %), Mizoram (91.33 %) and Goa( 88.70 %), whilein somestatesitisvery low, likein
Jharkhand (66.41 %), Arunachal Pradesh ( 65.38 %) and Bihar ( 61.80%). Therate of literacy is78.30%in
Gujarat. Theaverageliteracy rate of the nationis 74.04 %. But heread so therate of literacy among femalesis
low. Thusdespiteal effortswe have not been ableto achievethegoa of total literacy.

Fromtheyear 2010, “ Right to EducationAct” (RTE) hasbeeninitiated, under whichtheaimisthat
not asinglechild of Indiashouldremainilliterate. Cons dering theimportance of education, it hasbeenincluded
inthe Fundamental Rights. Apart from that under fundamental Duty, it hasbeen stated that it isrespongibility
of the parentsto seethat achild between theages of 6 —14 years, getseducation. By incorporating education
inthe Fundamental Rights, we have recogni sed theimportance of education and thus specid attention has
been given to education.

Inshort, it can besaid that to achievethetarget of total literacy and bringing awarenessfor education,
co-operation of all and co-operative effortsarerequired.

Regional Imbalance

Indiaisacountry of diversities. We haveinitiated agigantic effort to achieve and maintain unity in
diversity after independence. We can achievethisonly if weare ableto promote bal anced devel opment of the
country by reducing theregional imbalance.

M eaning : Regional imbalance meanswidedisparity between different regionsof the country in
termsof per capitaincome, rate of literacy, facilitiesof health and other amenities, means
of transportation and communication, employment opportunitiesand industrialisation, €tc.

Reasonsbehind Regional Imbalance

Several reasonsand factorsare responsiblefor regional imbalancein India. Theseinclude colonial
legacy, degreeof urbanization and indudtridization, imbal ancegrowth inthemeansof trangportations, imbalance
ininfrastructurefacilities, etc. Weknow theroot of regiona imbalancewasrooted in colonial legacy. British
Government wasnot interested in overall and bal anced devel opment of country. Their mainamwaseconomic
exploitation of the country. To achievethis, it concentrated on the devel opment of particul ar areas of some
region and neglected the other areas. They wereinterested in devel opment for the purpose of businessand
industriesrather than the keeping view onthe need of the people. Moreover, the Britishrulerswereinterested
inthe collection of revenue whichiswhy they introduced Zamindari Policy. Asaresult, productivity and
fertility of land was neglected and it increased regiona imbalance.
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Theprocessof urbanization started in thelast two centuries, a o contributed to theregiona imbalance.
Duetothecommercia policiesof the British government, some portsand areas surrounding the portswere
devel oped. Later, these portsbecome big cities. Thusthe coastal areas developed rapidly whiletheinterior
areaswereleft behind in the process of development. Concentrated development of therailway, roadsand
bridge and transportation has al so contributed to theincreasing regional disparities.

Effortsfor Balance Development

We adopted the strategy of centralized planning to achieve the socio-economic devel opment of the
country. Oneof the objectivesof planning wasto reduceregiona disparitiesand accomplish balanceregiona
growth. Thereweretwo principleagenciesfor thistask : (1) Planning Commission (2) Finance Commission,
whichisappointed every fiveyears.

Themain function of the Planning Commission wasto draft Five Year Plan for the bal ance socio-
economic devel opment of the country so that more resources can be all otted for the rapid devel opment of
backward states and regions.

Fromtheyear 2015, the Planning Commission hasbeenreplaced by “NITI Aayog’. Now itisknown
asNITI Aayogingead of Planning Commission. The Finance Commission determinesthebasi sof thedigtribution
of revenue between the central and state governments. One of the objectives of thisdistributionisalsoto
reduceregiona imbalance.

Despite historically determined regiona imbalance and planned devel opment processinitiated after
independence, we have not been abletorealizethisgoal fully. The difference between different statesand
different areas of the same statein theterm of agriculture, industry, transportation, favourable condition for
investment, infrastructurd facilities, etc. arevery visble. Because of thisdevel opment in somestateshasbeen
rapid whiledevel opment of other states hasbeen duggish.

LinguisticChauvinism

Languageisapowerful medium of socid interaction and exchangeof theidessand sentiments. Language
spokeninan areacreatesasenseof unity and harmony among itsspeakers. Languageisanimportant link that
bindspeople, at the sametimeit can also becomeafactor for creating division among them. Just aslanguage
isapowerful factor binding its speaker into asentimental bond, it can also becomeafactor that dividesthem
fromthegpeskersof theother language. In multi -lingua societies, languagebecomeadivisivefactor sometime,

Peopleresiding in aparticular region and speaking one language have afedling of greatness about
their region and languageand for other region and languagethey fedl displeasure. Thefedling emergingfrom
such behaviour can becalled regiona andlinguistic chauvinism. Suchfeding of regiona andlinguigticchauvinism
isinjuriousfor anation and isa so dangerousfor democracy.

Thequestion of officid language arose after independence. It wasdecided in the constituent assembly
that Hindi writtenin Devanagari script would betheofficid language of the country. Englishwaspermitted to be
used asanother officid languagefor next fifteen years. However assoon astheeffortsto mekeHindi theofficid
language of I ndiacommenced, thismovewasstrongly opposed in southern Indiaspecidly in Tamil Naduwhere
violent anti Hindi agitation started. Asareactiontothis, “Remove English” movement sartedinnorthern India,
especidly in Uttar Pradesh. Thussuch intense dispute between the North and South Indiawas created over the
question of officia language and many apprehended that the country may bedivided onthisground. Findly, the
controversy wasresolved by alowing English asanother officid languagea ongwith Hindi.

Acuteregionalismand linguistic chauvinismemerged in Indiaover thequestion of linguistic recognition
of states. During the 50sthe demand for therecognition of stateson linguistic basic gradually became stronger.
Ontheissuesof language many acute disputesand violent agitationsa so occurred. During thisperiod, linguigtic
chauvinismtook ugly shapeasaresult of which an atmosphere of bitternessand intolerance devel oped among
the people spesking different languages. But now theintolerance on theground of languageisnot very prominent.
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Inthe present timeissuesof language are not aserious problem asachalengefor national unity.This
isbecause of popularity and impact of Hindi filmsand channelsof tel evision. Also peopleare migrating to
other placesfor employment and in such asituation knowledgeof Hindi in capacity of reading and writing has
become popul ar. The scope of Hindi isincreasing day by day. Person belonging to middleand higher class
ingst for their children’seducationin English medium. And so, dong with Hindi, theimportance and popul arity
of Englishisasoincreasing.

Regionalism

A kind of sentimental relationship devel ops between aman and theregion or theareawhereheis
bornand brought up and wherehelived for afairly long period of time, generation after generation. Hefedls
asense of harmony and united with other people speaking hislanguage. We generally call such sentiments
regionalism. Suchfedling givesusasense of identity and pride. However, when the sentimentsfor one’ sown
region become narrow and when other regionsignore such sentiments, they acquireamoreintenseform.
When thefedling of intolerance and hatred for other peopleare al so added to one' ssentiments, and thefedling
of superiority toward otherspers s, then it becomeathreat to democracy. If afedling of hatred andintolerance
Isadded to that than thefedling of regionalism create negativity which isdangerousfor democracy and threst
for nationa unity.

Several reasons and factorsare responsi blefor the growth of regionalist sentimentsin our country.
Not only thehigtorica and geographical factors, but regional imba anceisa so respons blefor such sentiments.
Unequdl distribution of opportunitiesfor development, thefedling of indifferenceand step motherly treatment
to one’'sregion, the use of one'sregion for devel opment of other regions and fear of being reduced to a
minority inone sateduetoinfluenceof outsiders, thefear of lossof digtinctiveidentity, theimbaancedigtribution
of the opportunitiesof economic development, the political economicand other inequditiesprevailing between
theregions, etc. deepen thefeeling of regionalism. These play animportant rolein creating afeeling of
Secessonism.

Dueto regionalism many regiona political partieshave emarged. Theseregional partiesaremore
concerned about benefit of their region and pride of region rather than benefit of nation. In Punjab- Aakdi ddl,
inTamil Nadu-DMK and AIADMK, inAndhraPradesh - T gu Desham, in Maharaghtra- Shivsena, Maharastra
Navnirman Sena(MNS), in Jammu and Kashmir - National Conferenceand PDP, etc. have emerged and
developed. Some of these partieshave demanded autonomy for their state.

Thus, regionalism hasgiven various challengesfor unity of nation. Inspite of that we have continued
our effortsto create abaance among regions.
Secessionism

Secessionism meansadesire of one provinceto separatefrom the country. Thereissomedifference
between regionalism and secessionism. If for somereason peopleliving in Indiademand aseparate statefor
them and carry out peaceful agitation, we can call that phenomenon regionalism. However, if such groups
become violent and convert themselvesinto rebel lious people andinitiate movement for secession fromthe
country and establishment of aseparate sovereign sate, then it becomessecessonism. Thusthereisadifference
between demand for autonomy and aseparate sovereign state from country. An autonomous stateis created
whileremaining within the country and aseparate state by separating from the country and establishing a
different state. Thus, intheprocessof secessionism the country divides. Such secessionismisdangerousfor
integration and unity of thecountry.

Inour country several agitationshave been carried out for granting of separate statehood withinthe
framework of theIndian State. The creation of AndhraPradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Chhattisgarh, Uttrakhand,
Jharkhand and recently Telanganaare exampl e of this. The Mizo and Nagatribes of North- East state of
Assam carried out separatist and at timeviolent activitiesfor long. Not merely that but they al so carried out
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violent movement. However, at last their demands have been satisfied by granting them separate statewithin
theframework of the Indian Condtitution. Severa groupsaredtill carrying out insurgenciesfor theformation of
separate and independent state.

Intheinitial decades after independence, ademand for the creation of separate and independent
state of Dravidistan outsidethelndian unionwasraised inthe southern state of Tamil Nadu. Thisdemand was
dropped later. Similarly, amovement isbeing carried out in Jammu and Kashmir for the establishment of an
independent Kashmir state sincelong. Despite thefact that the state of Jammu and Kashmir has been granted
specia statusunder Article 370 of the Constitution of India, various secessionist groupsexist in Kashmir.
Thesegroups haveresorted to violent and terrorist activitieswith active support from Pakistan. The problem
of Jammu and Kashmir isreally achallengeto national unity. No state can accept such narrow demand for
separation from the country. If the people making such demands resort violence, terrorism, coercion and
threats, then the state should al so suppress such movement with astrong hand. Thus, the movements of
regionalism and secessionism and violence arising out of them and forces used to suppressthem harm the
democratic palitical system.

Palitical Violence

Whenwetak about political violencewegenerdly refer to organized violence committed by the state
itself or the violence committed by an organized group. To addressthe need for law and order, to prevent
internal conflictinthe state and theviolent conflict of different groups, the statetakes help of policeforces,
paramilitary forcesand may usethearmy asthelast resort. On the other hand, peopleresort to violenceto
expresstheir discontent, hopel essness and desperation. Generally, inthe violence against state thetarget
public properties, street lights, etc. and resort to murder, guerrillawar fare, civil war, etc. typesof violence
againgt thestate.

Both thesetypes of violence committed by people against the state and the violence committed by
state against the people have considerably increased in Indiain the past few years. Violence ultimately is
countered by violence. When violence or forceisused to achieve one' spolitical end, it takestheform of
terrorism. Sincelast few yearsterrorism hasra sed itshead worldwide. Thishasbecomeanissueof concernfor
wholeworld. Jammu and Kashmir, North Eastern statesin past, Punjab are considered terrorism-pronearess.
Weshould not forget that two of our PrimeMinigtersindiraGandhi and Rgjiv Gandhi werekilled by terrorists.
Now Naxditesareacting liketerroriststo createviolence. Asviolenceand terrorismincrease, the tatewill have
to adopt more stringent and effective steps. On the other hand, if astateterrorisesits peopleand harassesits
citizens, it cannot nourish democracy. Such astate can hardly be called democratic.

Casteism

Casteismisapeculiar character of Indian society. Casteissuch asocial system whereaperson gets
agtatusby birth. Here, the statuswhich one getsisa so the status of the castein the society. That iswhy caste
isin ascending and descending order inthe society. Thisstatuscannot be changed. After the Britishrule, some
changehasoccurred inthe caste system. Along with educetion, theva ues of liberty and brotherhoodincreased
inIndia. Along withindustrialization, urbani zation a so started. People coming from villagesto urban areasto
work in thefactorieswereworking without afeeling of caste difference. They started eating together and
traveling together inthebusesand train. Dueto dense popul ation of city lifethey started staying together. Thus,
inurban areathere was heavy reduction inthe differentiation resulting from caste. Apart fromthat dueto the
Fundamental Rightsgiven by Constitution, also thereischangein pattern of caste. Beforeindependence,
lower caste peopleweretrying to consider them as upper castes but after getting specia provisionsinthe
Condtitution of India, likereservation policy, people have started considering themsal ves as backward.

Sometimesto satisfy theinterest of acasteor if the pressure of casteisused to favour aparticular
caste, then such behaviour iscalled casteism. In ademocratic state, casteism cannot be considered asa
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welcome step. The narrow concept of castelsm deval uesthe concept of democracy. Inademocratic system,
theideaof independence, equality and brotherhood should be the foremost. The binding of caste narrows
down the openness of person. Not merely that, the feeling of upper caste and lower caste does not stay
ignored and that hurtstheideaof equality.

We know that caste hasdivided the Indian society in small groupsand if thefeeling of casteismis
supported thenit will harm thefeeling of nationality. People prefer to hiretheir own caste personin jobsor
business. Because of thissometimeeligibleand deserving candidate |l ose the chancefor their devel opment.
Theentire process of development getsaffected.

Casteand Casteism in Politics

Theroleof cagteisvery importantinday - to- day socid life. At thesametime, wehavetotakenotethat
theuniversal right of voting and inthe politics of mgjority, caste playsan important role. Inademocratic state,
small castegroupsjoin handswith upper castefor palitica purpose, whileopponent palitica party to get support
of that castetriesto break that association and dividethem politically. Thuscasteand politicsinfluenceeach
other. Onepoalitical party triesto get support of onecastewhileother political party triesto get support of other
caste. Intheinitial stage, the caste may influence the politics dueto large number but at last casteitself is
influenced by politicsand the power of castereduces.

Atthetimeof dections, the candidateis sel ected | ooking to the castefactor and their mgjority inthe
areaof candidature. Peopleprefer to vote the candidate of their own caste so that theinterest of the casteis
protected. Inacomplex political system peoplemostly favour their own caste. All these processgiveriseto
casteism and support them. Casteism influencesthe Indian political system at large. All these hamper the
growth of hedlthy politica system.

Educationisthe only important and effectivetool to removethe problem of casteism. Along with
education, the processof modernization likeurbanization, indusiridization, etc. can changethenarrow mentdity
of castelsm. By establishing the value of democracy and accepting it asatradition of life, theinanimateand
immature mentdity of caste can beremoved.

Communaliam

Thebiggest threat against our democracy and nationa unity isthat of communalism or sectarianism.
They vitiatethe central valuesof our cultureliketolerance, liberty, brotherhood and harmoniousrelationship.
Communalism is defined as when peopl e bel onging and believing to a particular sect have afeeling of
bel ongingnessto that community.

In other wordsit can be said that people believinginaparticular traditional and cultural valuesare
known asacaste group or community. They haveafeeling of belongingnessto that community anditis
natural aso. One can also understand if some person makeseffortsfor thewelfare and upliftment of their
community. But when the person of one community consi dersthe person of other community with hatred,
prejudice, enmity or revenge, then they become communalist.We may a so say that whenrdligionturnsinto
fierceness, then it becomesperverse and isknown ascommunalism.

Commundismisaforce behind breaking unity among the peopleof different sectslivingin samedate.
Sometimes communalism turnsviolent. Thecommunal riots between Hindusand Mudimsare exampl e of
that. Dueto commund riots, thedifferencesamong two groupsincreasesandit kegpsonincreasing continuoudy.
Asaresult, thefeding of distrust and suspicionincreasesand it resultsinto commundl riots.

If such sentimentsarearoused for securing, maintaining or expanding political power, communaism
acquiresapolitical colour. In other words, when religionisused for political purposethen communalism
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acquirespolitical colour and it becomes dangerous. Such communalismisathresat both to democracy and
nationa unity becauseit createsafeding of intolerance and dividesthe society into different communities.

History haswitnessed to therole played by communalismin partition of India. During thefreedom
movement, by establishment of Mudim L eague the difference between Hindu and Mudimincreased and asa
result Indiagot divided and Pakistan wasborn.

Theframersof our Congtitution havegiven usfreedom of rdligion through Fundamenta Rightsand by
doing sothey have showntheir strategic futurevision. Inthe Preambl e of the Condtitution, it hasbeenincluded
that Indiashall beasecular country. Thus, secularismisthe basic structure of the Congtitution.

Naxalism

Theterm Naxalite emerged from asmall village Naxalbari in West Bengal, wherein 1967, Indian
communist leaders Charu Mgumdar and Kanu Sanyal started an armed movement against the government.
They believed that government policiesareresponsiblefor poor condition of Indian |abourersand farmers.
They bdlievedthat dueto unjustifiable policy the upper casteisruling. Thisexploiting and suppressing rulecan
only beended through revol ution.

In 1967, Naxalites constituted a co-ordination committee with left wing extremistsand started an
armed revol ution against government. Thisviolent group of left wing iscalled Naxdlite. In eastern States of
India- West Bengal, Bihar and Orissathisgroup isknown asMaoist. The Government of hasdeclared them
asterroristsbecause of their illegal activities. TheNaxalite of eastern statesareinfluenced by theideol ogy of
Mao-TseTung and they &l so appreciate him. They areknown asMaoists. The Naxalites started violence on
behalf of poor landlesslabourersfor return of their land and to protect poor and unemployed section of
society againgt atrocity of land lords. These Naxaitesbelievethat the government policiesand power arethe
root cause of theissues, so they target 1.A.S. officers, other higher rank officers, police officersand their
employeesand soldiersof thelndian Army and kill them.

Initially, the centrefor NaxaliteswasWest Bengal. But later on thisgroup spread in other stateslike
Chhattisgarh, Orissaand Andhra Pradesh and somerural areas and lessdevel oped regions of Eastern part.
Today many states of our country areunder theinfluence of Naxalites.

Theviolent activitiesof Naxaitesareresulting inkilling of government officersand employeesthrough
exploitation of the poor security system of country. Two classes of people have emerged, one supporting
Naxaitesand another opposing Naxaites. All theseissuesare challenging our nationa unity. The Government
of Indiaistaking strict action against Naxalitesand dso trying tofulfil their reasonable demands.

Terrorism

Theword Terrorism has emerged from Latin word Terror. The meaning of the word terror isan
activity whichresultsin shivering or astate of frightening. Thegenera meaning of terrorismisconsderingasan
act which createsterror by terrorising to achievetheir motives. Here, terror isthe motive of the act.

When any person or agroup of people or organization createsfear to fulfil their demand or motive
than that person isknown asterrorist and group of such people are known asterrorist group or terrorist
organizations. Whenterroristsare not successful in getting their demandsfulfilled directly, they use violent
attack and damagelife and property, transportation, important public places, security personnel, armed depot,
etc. to createterror. Though they may have very less chances of successin attempting such an act, they do
manage to destroy and create devastation. Terroristsget successin creating terror dueto their strategy of
attack. They do not hesitatein killing innocent peopl e, becausetheir main amisto createterror.
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Terrorism canbeseen at twolevels: (1) at local level which meanswithinthe state (2) international
level which means such terrorism network isspread at international level and whosebranchesarespreadin
variouscountries. Many countriesprovide shelter to such terrorist and help themin al matters, providethem
training and al so support them.

InIndia, sncemany yearsterrorism has created havoc. After independence, terrorism hasbeen seen
constantly in some or other part of Indiasometimesin theform of Naxalites or sometimesin the form of
secessionism. In Jammu and Kashmir many terrorist groupslike Jammu-Kashmir Liberation Front (IKLF),
Hizbul Mujahideen, Harkat-Ul Ansar, Laskar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-M ohamad, etc. are very active and operating
through their terrorist activities. It hasto be mentioned that they are supported by our neighbouring countries.
Somegroups are active at international level. In eastern part of IndiaNagaland, Mizoram and Manipur
groupslike NagaNational Council and Peopl€ sLiberationArmy areknownfor their terrorist activities. In
Punjab, during 80s, Bhindranwal e demanded aseparate state K halistan with the help of terrorist association
All IndiaSikh Student Federation and Babbar Kha sa, through terrorist actsdamaged lifeand property ona
large scale. Inthe Northern part of Indiaaong with Haryanaand Delhi, they created great deal of terror.
Regrettably, our Late Prime Minister Mrs. IndiraGandhi waskilled by them. Over aperiod of time, these
associations have been slowly decimated. In sameway inAssam, ULFA and BODO separatist groupshave
crested havoc and they areknowntoal. In Sri Lanka, theviolent struggleof Liberation Tiger of Tamil Edlam
(LTTE) for creation of aseparate Tamil dateisanother exampleof terrorigt activities. Hereit isto benoted that our
Ex. PrimeMinigter Shri Rgjiv Gandhi waskilled by awoman suicidebomber. Presently thisorganizationisnotin
exigence. Before sometimethisgroup hasa so been decimated. Thusour two PrimeMinistersbecamevictim of
terrorigm.

In India series of bomb blast, terrorist attack on Parliament on 13" December, 2001, attack on
Akshardham temple at Gandhinagar, Gujarat, attack on Tgj Hotel in Mumbai on 26th November, 2008 are
some of terrorist attacksthat took place. On 11™ September, 2001, aterrorist attack on World Trade Centre
inAmericacaused miserablelosesof lifeand property and created havoc worldwide. Inareactiontothis,
Americadeclared awar against theterrorist group Al- Qaedawhich wasresponsiblefor thisterror act. Asa
result of the sustained attack, the leader of thisassociation,OsamaBin Laden waskilled.

Presently, theterrorism canbeseen et Internationa leve and their activitiesarepreading worldwide This
matter hasbecomeaconcernfor most of the countries. Theterrorist associ ations established at international
level arein contact with each other. They exchangeinformation, equipment, money weapons, etc. Thelatest
devel opmentsin Information Technol ogy, communi cation and mobile serviceshave provided them opportunity
for operation. Asaresult, asituation has emerged where boundaries are not important. Presently terror is
being spread worldwide by Ilamic State of Iragand Syria(I1S1S). The head of 1SISisadamant to spread
Idamworldwidethroughterrorism.

Infight against terrorism at international level, therole of United Nation (U.N.) hasremained very
congructiveanditisproviding leadershipinthisdirection. A congtant dialogueisontoendterroriam. Itisvery
obviousthat thereasonswhich givebirth to terrorism, if removed, will lead to theend of terrorism. If certain
sepsaretakenlikereductionininequalitiessocialy and palitically, and economicinequalities, law related to
land reform, and good administration then we can reduceterrorism up to certain level. Terrorism of across
border hasbecomeameatter of concernfor India. Thus, wearefacing terrorisminternal aswell asexterna both.

By strengthening thedemocrati cingtitutionsand encouraging peopl € spartitation in governance, we
can meet these challenges. A strong fedling that we aredll citizens of one country will inspireusto addressthe
above mentioned challenges.
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Exercise

1. Answer thefollowing questionsin detail.
1. What typeof socid inequditiesare seenin India? Discussthe condtitutiona remediesto remove
theseinequalities.
2. Discusstheeffortstoincreasetheliteracy ratein India.
3. Regionalismand linguistic chauvinismaremgjor challengesfor nationd unity inIndia-Discuss.
4. Discuss indetail : Terrorism.
2. Write Short notes.
1. llliteracy 2. Poverty
3. Casteism 4. Commundism
3. Answer thefollowing questionsin short.
1. Explainthemeaning of palitical violence.
2. What isregional imbalance? Explain.
3. Explaindifference between regionaismand seperatism.
4. How paliticsand casteinfluence each other ?
4. Answer thefollowing questionsin one- two sentences.
1. Statethe chalengesbefore Indian democracy?
2. How naxalismwashborn ?
3. Whenthe Right to Education (RTE) wasintroduced ?
4. Mention any twoterrorist attacksin India.
5. What isthe other name Naxalitesare known?
5. Choosethecorrect option and indicatein the given box.

1. What type of category is Scheduled Caste ? |:|
(a) General (b) Constitutional (c) Smple (d) none

2. Which state’ sregional party isD.M.K.? |:|
(a) Gujarat (b) Maharashtra (c) Tamil Nadu (d) Punjab

3. WhichArticleof the Congtitution gives specid statusto Jammu - Kashmir? |:|
(@ 270 (b) 370 (c) 470 (d) 570

4. What isassociated with “ Operation Black Board” movement ? |:|

(@ Primary Education (b) Secondary Education (c) Higher Education (d) Adult Education
5. Which gtate the Naxalismwasbornin?
(a Bihar (b) Rajasthan () WestBengal  (d) Kerda

|

Activity
Arrangegroupdiscussion:
® Meansto make democracy successful.
® MeanstoremoveTerrorism
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4 Development and Democr acy

Independent Indiadreamed of political democracy aong with socia and economic devel opment. For
thispurpose, the Directive Principles of State Policy have beenincluded in the Congtitution of India. The
Directive Principlesof State Policy provide guidanceto the State for socio-economic development. Wehave
to strengthen democracy through socio- economic devel opment. Democracy hasbeen rightly explained by
Abraham Lincoln, the President of United States* Democracy meancethe government of the people, for the
people, by the people.” Here, peopleare at the centre of democracy. Demaocracy isnot merelyagovernment
but also away of life. Hence, in democracy, devel opment means devel opment of people. Development is
moremeaningful only if people participate and involve actively and the samereachesto thelast person, which
iscaled” Antyoday” by Gandhiji.

M eaning of Socio- Economic Development

Development isnot merely growth, but it isacontinuous and most complicated process. It isatwo-
waly process: natural development and planned development. It takesplacewith passing of timeandinthe
society even unconscioudy with social change, while planned devel opment takes place conscioudy by state.

Here, wewill discussthe socio-economic aspect of planned development. Socia developmentis
concerned with the development of social organizations and their way of working while the economic
development indicates national income, per capita income, an increase in employment opprtunity,
industridization, modernisation and urbani zation. These socio-economicindicatorsof development dsoindicate
human devel opment.

Aim of Socio-Economic Development in India
According to scholars, theaimsof socio-economic development in Indiaareasfollows:
1. Toraisenational income and increasethegrowth rate.
2. To reduce the economicinequality among different classesand groups of people.
3. To curb the centralization of wealth and meansof production and usetheminthelarger interest of the
oCiety.
4. To take measuresto remove poverty.
5. To creste opportunities and means of employment.
6. To providefacilitiesfor education, health and housing with basi c amenitiesto enable human beingsto
liveadignifiedlife
7. To preserve and nurture environment.
8. Toinitiate comprehensive programmesfor the devel opment of deprived and weaker sections of the
ociety.
Planning Commission

The Planning Commission wasset up intheyear 1950 to achieve the socio-economic developmental
goals. It was set up by passing aresolution in the cabinet by the Government of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. It
wasanon-constitutional body. Apart from that, the Finance Commissionisaconstitutional body. Under the
guidanceand support of thesetwo organizationswe have completed 13 Five Year Plansand we havereceived
great achievementsin the areas of socio-economic devel opment.

ThePlanning Commissonwasavery ussful ingitutionfor developmentinthelineof sociaistic pattern.
With the new wave of liberalization, privatization and globalization which started in 1991, wewanted an
institution whichislibera and flexiblein nature. Based on thispremise, anew institution called the“ NI TI
Aayog” washborn.
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NITI Aayog

On 1% January, 2015, the NI T1 Aayog, anew institution was created under the chairmanship of Prime

Minister NarendraModi. It'sfull formisNational Ingtitutefor Transforming India. Itisa“ Think Tank” for
policy formulationinIndiaand NITI isa so anon-congtitutiond ingtitution.

Objectivesfor the Establishment of Niti Aayog
Theobjectivesbehind the establishment of NITI Aayog areasfollows:

1

Toformulate policiesrel ated to socio-economic problems after discussonin ademocratic way under
theguidance of experts.

To provideaproper positionto Indiain afast changing world.

To encourage the state governmentsto participatein formulation of economic policy, thusinitiating a
downto upward approach.

To improvetherelationship between the states and the center. It will helpin developing afedera
wheretherewill be competition with co-operation.

To represent state governmentsand unionterritoriesfor devel opment.

Indiaisacountry of diversity, Satesarein different stages of socio-economic development. So, NITI
Aayog believesthat there cannot be acommon pattern of devel opment which was used by Planning
Commission.

Toachievetheseobjectives, theformation of NITI Aayogislikea® Think Tank” ingtitution or aforum.

Following arethe saient pointsregarding theformation of NITI Aayog:
a. ThePrimeMinigter shal bethe Chairperson.

b.

The Management Council shall consist of Chief Ministersof al Statesand Lt.Governersof al Union
Territories,

TheRegiona Council shall consist of Chief Ministersof Statesand Lt. Governersof Union Territories
of that area. They will meet doneor with other Chief Ministersfor adefinateissueor other suchissue.
The meeting of such council will be conducted by chairman or hisrepresentative.

Expertsof variousareasand practitioner’sshall be appointed by the Prime Minister based on special
invitation.

Thepositionsof membersin NITI Aayog shall beasfollows
(i) ThePrimeMinister shall bethe Chairperson.
(i) Threefull timemembersinclude bean Economist, Ex. Head of DRDO (Defence Research and

Devel opment Organi sation) and an expert of agriculture.

(i) Two part timememberswho shal befrom research organizationsfrom prominent Universitiesand

other such related organi zations. They will be changed through apolicy of rotation.

(iv) Four membersfromthe Council of PrimeMinistersofficeas Ex-officio.
(v) TheChief Executive Officer shall beof rank of Secretary to the government of Indiawho will be

appointed by PrimeMinister for afixed period.

(vi) Additional appointment of secretarieswill bedoneasper requirement.
Special Features
The specia featuresof NITI Aayog areasfollows:
+ Itisanon-congtitutiona body. It hascomeinto existence by aresol ution passed by the Cabinet on 1%

January, 2015.

% It sructurewill likea" Think Tank” or aForum

O/

*

O/
L. %4

It will be more activethen Planning Commission and will discuss devel opmental issuesbased on
problemsof various statesthrough councils.

37
Development and Democr acy



« Itwill formulate policiesfor socio-economic devel opment through its Council , which will consist of
Chief Minigtersof Statesand Deputy Governersof Union Terratories, instead of representativesfrom
the Centre.
Itisaningtitution suitablefor liberalization, privatization and globaizationwhich arerelevant to India
andwill beableto createasuitable positionfor Indiain globa competition.
Itisaningtitution for policy formulation in co-operation with the Centre and Statesand will remove
differences between the States.
It will work for development of country withavisionfor next 15years.
Wehave, however, havetowalt andwatch how effictively itwill yieldresultsin due course of time,
Apart fromtheNITI Ayog, there are various agencieswhich work for such planned devel opment.
Role of District Development Agencies

Mahatma Gandhi had emphasi zed the decentrali zati on and empowerment of peopleat thegrassroots.
Tofulfill hisdreams, the Government of I ndiaappointed acommittee under the chairmanship of Late Shri
Balavantrat Mehtain 1957. Thiscommittee suggested athreetier structurefor Panchyat Raj toincrease
peopl€ sparti pationin thework of devel opment. As per recommendation of the committee, states established
Panchayatirg convenient tothem. In 1978, acommittee under the chairmanship of LateAshok Mehtawhich
was appointed to evaluate the Panchayatiraj, suggested that the district should be the first point of
decentraization. Many othersstudy groupsa so suggested that didtrictisthemostimportant unit of devel opment.
Thisissoduetofollowing reasons:

1. Adigrictistheunit that isclosest to thelocal people.

2. Itishig enoughto be considered aunit for planning.

3. Dueto historical reasons, the district hasremained an effective unit of administration.

4. Information concerning revenue and records, irrigation, housing, roads, el ectrification, social services
like education, health, etc. isavailableat thedistrict level.

5. Thezonal officesof most of the departments and sections of the state government are located at the
district head quarters.

6.Asthe people are accustomed to district administration, it isappropriate from al anglesthat thedistrict
becomesaunit of planning and devel opment.

For smoother working of devel opment agenciesat district level digtrict panchayats, talukapanchayats,
municipalities and municipal corporations, members of legidative assembly, parliament of that district,
representative of trade unions, enterpreneursand representativefrom banksareincluded inthese agencies.
The 739 and 74" Constitutional Amendmentsand District Development Agencies

The73“and 74" condtitutiona amendmentswere passed in 1992 during the period of PrimeMinister
NarsinmhaRao government and aresignificant. The 73 and 74" amendments provide congtitutiona status
to Panchayatirgj, Nagarpaikasand Municipal corporations. Inthe constitution thereare provisionsfor their
structure, regular elections, financial provisionsand functions. Through such provisioning, the function of
district devel opment becomes more extensive and effective. Thereare also provisionsfor reservation for
scheduled caste, schedul ed tribe and women representative for important decision-making position like
Sarpanch, President and Mayor. By providing such provisons, it isexpected that thefruit of development will
reach to all sectionsof the society dueto which the participation of al groupswill asoincrease.

From 1% January, 2015 the Planning Commission hasbeen replaced by NITI Aayog. It hasentrusted
developmental work to states. As per recommendation of Finance Commission, statesare alloted 42 %
financeinstead of 30 %. Themethod of planning through Five YearsPlanswill endin 2017, however, asper
annua budget for up coming yearsthe planning hasto bedonefor devel opmental work assuggested throughthe
NITI Ayog . At that timetheroleof district will beimportant asaunit sate.
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Development of theWeaker and Deprived Sections
Whenwetalk of socia economic development, it aso meanshuman devel opment. All human beings
arenot equal inany country. So, itistheresponsibility of the democratic country to take special care of the
weaker sections. According to Prof. John Rowls Theory of Justice, if wegiveproportionately greater helpto
people who are backward then it will not be considered asinjusticeto others. In India, scheduled castes,
schedul ed tribes, women, minority sections, children and disabled areincluded in thisgroup.
Here, wewill discussthedeve opment of scheduled caste, scheduled tribe, other backward communities
andwomen.
Scheduled Caste
The Constitution of India hasidentified those who were untouchablesin our caste system since
centuries as Scheduled Caste. As per the cencus 2011, their populationis 16.6 % of thetotal population.
Religiousand socid reformersand freedom fighterstried for the upliftment of thiscaste. Provisionswerea so
madein the Condtitution and governmentsof independent Indiainitiated socid programmesfor their upliftment.
Scheduled Tribes
Generaly, thosewho have beentraditiondly livingin distanceforests, mountainousand interior areas
sincecenturiesarekown as Tribas. Asper the cencusof 2011, their populationis8.6 % of thetotal population.
From theview point of social and economical development they arevery backward. As per our Congtitution
they have been recognized as Scheduled Tribes.
Constitutional and L egal Provisions
Specid provisionshave been madein the Congtitution of Indiafor the protection and devel opment of
theabovetwo sectionsof society :
1.  Articlel7 of the Constitution abolished untouchability and its practices.
2. Alawdeemingthepracticesof untouchability acrimewaspassed in 1955. In 1976, the scopeof this
law was expanded.
3. In1989, anActto prevent atrocitiesagainst the schedul ed castes and schedul ed tribeswas passed.

4.  TheCongtitution ensured that the Fundamental Rightsof equality wasapplicableto al thecitizens.

5.  TheDirectivePrinciplesof State Policy direct the stateto take stepsfor the protection and welfare
of thesegroups.

6. Seatshavebeenreservedinthe Parliament and L egidative Assembly onthe basisof the population
of thesetwo sections.

7.  Reservation for these sections has al so been provided in the government jobs and educational
ingitutions.

8.  After 65" constitutional amendment in 1990, aNational Commission for the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribeshasbeen established. In 2003, through aCongtitutional amendment, aseparate
National Commission has been established for Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe. These
two commissionsprovidesuggestionsto centrd and stategovernment for protection and implementation
of rightsand devel opment of these sections.

9.  TheDilip Singh BhuriaCommission gppointed by Central Government hashighlighted therightsof
Scheduled Tribes on natural resources. The commission has al so suggested thtat in areaswhere
the population of Scheduled Tribesismorethan 50 %, the position of sarpanch, president and deputy
president should be reserved for them, and this suggestion has been implemented.

Development Programmes

Central and state government haveformulated policiesfor socia and economic development and to
raisethe capability of Scheduled Castesand Scheduled Tribes implemented various programmes. Such as
the population policy of central government, women empowerment policy, policiesto giveimportancetothe
local language of the state, preference to the local peoplein government services, etc. Education, skill
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devel opment, employment opportunitiesand devel opment of the areawhere these sectionsare concentrated
arelooked into viathese programmes. Training programmesare al so arranged so that these sectionsarewell
trained and equipped asrequired. They are provided guidancefor self-employment and also given loansat
concessiond rate.

The benefits of IndiraAavash yojnaand Jawahar RojgarYojnaare given to these two groupson
priority basis. Care has been taken to providethem basic facilitieslike drinking water, toilet and e ectricity.
Other Backward Classes

Apart from Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, there are al so some other weaker sectionsin
theIndian societieswhich are socialy, economically and educationally backward. They areknown as Other
Backward Classes. For development of such sections, the central and state government can appoint
commissions. Intheyear 1953, the central government appointed acommission for the Other Backward
Cagtesunder the chairmanship of KakaKaelkar. But hisreport was not accepted by government. Intheyear
1992, the central government appointed acommiss on under the chairmanship of Bindheshwari Prasad Mandal
for other backward castes. The recommendation of the commission wasaccepted by V.P. Singh of the Janta
Da government.

Intheyear 1992, the central government has set up the National Backward Classes Finance and
Development Corporation. Thiscorporation provides scholarship to children of other backward castes, hostel
facilities, coaching for public service examinationsand hel p for volunteer agenciesworkinginthisarea.

In Gujarat, the government appointed Baxi Commission for other backward castesin theyear 1973.
Therecommendations of thiscommission have been accepted and a soimplemented. Intheyear 2016, the
government accepted to provide 10 % reservation to Economically Backward Class (EBC). However,
recently it wasre ected by the High Court of Gujarat.

Women Development

Women constitute almost the half of thetotal population. Similar to other partsof theworld, inIndia
aso they have beeninweaker position. After independence, the Constitution hasgiven equal fundamental
rightstowomen. The Directive Principles of State Policy provide that women should not be discriminated,
they should get equal wage for equal work, effort should be madeto protect their health and to prevent
exploitation of women andthey should get benefitsof maternity leavedongwithfull salary and other allowances.
In 1976, Fundamental Dutieswereincluded inthe Constitution whereit is stated that such behaviour is
prohi bited which harm thedignity and pride of women and they should not be harmed or insulted.

Women Welfareand Development Policy

Effortsfor women’swelfare and devel opment have been undertakenintwoways: promul gating and
implementing laws, and designing and executing programmesfor welfare of women.
(A) Promulgation and implementation of L aws

To provide equality towomen and for their welfarein 65 years of independence, the Parliament has
passed thefollowing laws:

. TheSpecia MarriageAct -1954

Hindu MarriageAct-1955

Dowry Prohibition Act-1961

Maternity Benefit Act to workingwomenwith full salary-1961
AbortionAct-1971

Equa RemunerationAct-1976

Child MarriagesProhibitionAct-1978

Amendment inthe Dowry ProhibitionAct-1984
MusdlimWomen'sAct-1986

10 Amendment intheAnti- Sati Act-1987

11. Actagaingt Sexua Harassment-2002

12. Act against sex determination of thefoetustest-1994
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13. Amendment intheHindu SuccessionAct for giving daughter’sequal right to the ancestral property.

14. Protection of women from Domestic ViolenceAct-2005

15. Protection of women against Sexual Harassment at work places-2013

16. Criminal Amendment Act-2013 (Protection of women and providing penatiesfor the protection of
women againgt asid atteck taking photographswithout their consent)

Besides, rape hasbeen considered asaserious crimeand stringent punishment areprescribed for itin
theIndian Penal Code. Taking thisinto consideration, the agefor acriminal to be deemed an adult for rape
has been reduced from 18 yearsto 16 years. The Judiciary hasa so given judgementsand served to protect
theinterestsand rights of women. The Supreme Court has passed ajudgement and instructed to stop sexua
harassment to women.

(B) Welfare Programmes

Various programmesfor women and child devel opment have beenimplementedin al thethirteen Five
YearsPlans. Intheyear 1953, the Government of Indiaappointed acommitteetitled Central Social Welfare
Committeeto supervise such programmes. The Department of WWomen and Child Welfare hasal so been set
up by the Central government in 1995. Under the Nationa Education Policy draftedin 1986, specid carehas
been taken to promote girls’ education and self-employment for women. The IndiraMahilaYojnawas
implemented in 1995 with an objectiveto organizewomen at grassroots|evel and enablethem to participate
inthe decision making process. The Rura Women Devel opment and Empowerment schemecameintoforce
from 1998 with an objectiveto provide sdlf-employment towomen at theleve of villageitself.

At state level also, various programmes for women development and child welfare have been
implemented. Presently in 2016, Gujarat State WWomen Industrial Training Centers, Krushi Talim Yojnaand
programmeslike Sakhi Manda Yojna, ChiranjiviYojna, Kunvarbainu Mameru Yojna, Sarasweti SadhnaYojna,
Swayam Sidhi Yojna, Kishori Shakti Yojna, Beti Bachao, Matru Vandan Yojna, Shakti Manda Yojna, Balika
Samridhi Yojna, MahilaOld Age Homesand Nari Aada at, etc. areworking for the devel opment and safety
of women. In 2015, Abhayam 181 helplinewaslaunched for the safety of women. Apart fromthat, thegirls
education isfreefrom primary to postgraduate level. 33 % reservation has been made for womeninthe
recruitment of Vidyasahayak in primary schoolsandinloca sdf-governmentingtitutionsin Gujarat. Itisalso
planned to extend this benefit of 33 % reservation for women in government jobs.

M ovement for Women Empower ment

Aswehaveseen earlier, the congtitutional provisions, Directive Principlesof state Policy, laws passed
by Parliament, Judicial judgementsand government policiesand development programmes have hel ped the
womento comeforward. In spiteof all these efforts, atrocities against women are committed even today.
Not only this, they are also deprived of opportunitiesfor development.

Thisgtuation hasgiven birthto anew thought and that iswomen empowerment. Women Empowerment
seeksto makewomen aware of their rightsand to hel p them understand that they are self-dependent for the
protection of their rightsand not dependent on anyone el se. Women Empowerment isaprocess. For this
processthe efforts put in should be continuous so that women get power to fight for their problemsand
become strong enough to protect themsal vesagaingt any typeof injustice. Only then, they will beableto enjoy
therightsgivento them by thegovernment for their devel opment and security. The 739 and 74" condtitutiond
amendmentsin 1992 have provided reservation of 33 % seetsfor womeninthelocd saf-government inditutions
aswell asfor reservation inthe executive positionsintheingtitutions. Thus, women have started participating
actively inthepolitics. In Gujarat and some other states, reservation has been increased from 33% to 50%
since 2015.

Thelndian government announced anationa policy onwomen’'sempowerment in 2001. The purpose
of thispalicy isto preparewomen for their multi-faced devel opment. The government celebrated theyear as
theyear of women’sempowerment. \WWomen organi zations have a so supported thismove of central government
and state government toward women empowerment. As per the census of 2011, thereare 919 women for
1000 men. Therateof literacy for maleis82.14 % whilefor womenit is65.46 %. Thisshowsthat in spite of
somany effortsinthedirection of women devel opment and welfarewehaveto gofar inthisdirection. For this
matter, we haveto make the process of women empowerment more comprehensive.
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Exercise
1. Answer thefollowing questionsin detail.
1. What isdevelopment ?Explaintheroleof N | T 1 Aayog in development.
2. Discussvariousagenciesfor developmentin India.
3. Expainindetail therelationship between devel opment and democracy.
4. Evaluatethe effortsfor women development and women welfare.
5. Explainthe process of women empowerment.
2. Write Short Notes.
1. Development.
2.NITI Aayog.
3. Programmesfor Women Welfare.
4. \Women Empowerment.
5. Provisonsfor devel opment of Scheduled Castesand Scheduled Tribes.
6. Roleof District Devel opment Agencies.
3. Answer thefollowing questionsin one - two sentences.
1. What isdevelopment ?
2. Why was planning commission removed ?
3. Why wasNITI Aayog established ?
4. What iswomen development ?
5. What iswomen empowerment ?
4. Choosethecorrect option and indicatein the given box.
1. When Planning Commissionwasestablished ?

(a) 1947 (b) 1955 (c) 1962 (d) 1950
2. When NITI Aayog was established ?
(a) 2008 (b) 2014 (c) 2015 (d) 2016

3. What isWoman empowerment ?
(8 Tomakewomen physically strong.
(b) Provide economic opportunitiesto women.
(c) To create asituation wherewomen can fight for themself.

U ol

(d) All above
4. Which commission was appointed for Other Backward Class?

(@ BhuriyaCommission (b) Baxi Commission

(c) Kalelkar Commission (d) Manda Commission
5. Which commission was appointed for Other Backward Classat national level?

(8 SarkariyaCommission (b) Baxi Commission

(c) Kothari Commission (d) Bindheshwari Prasad Manda Commission
6. Which Commissionwasappointed for Scheduled Tribe ? |:|

(@ Dilip Singh BhuriyaCommisson (b) SarkariyaCommission

(c) Mandal Commission (d) RaneCommission

Activity

e Arrangeavistto District Development Agency.

® Arrangeavisitto Gram Panchayat, TalukaPanchayat and District Panchayat.
o Arrangeamesting with TalukaDevelopment officer, District Development officer.
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5 Peace and Development

Peaceisvery important for the survival and development of ahuman being. Peace expressesthe
development of cultureand civilization. For thestudentsof politica science, thestudy of peaceisvery important,
asmultiphase devel opment of citizensinternal and externa peaceisnecessary. So, the state d ong with task of
devel opment isal so working toward maintenance of law and order. Peaceisessential for the state, and at the
internationd level.

Peace: M eaning, Definition and Scope

From ancient timeswe consider peace asimportant for person, society, state and theworld. Asa
result of thisthinking, various philosophers, social reformers, legal practitionersand political scientist have
tried to define the meaning of peace.

IntheIndian context, in Sanskrit, the word peace has been described as peacefor human mind, peace
onearth, peacein seg, peacein the space and the universe. Any socid function startswith thismantrafor peace.
Defining peace, Prof. Quincy Wright says* Peaceisthe condition of community inwhich order andjusticeprevail
internaly amongitsmembersand externdly initsrelation with other countries.”

To understand the scope of peace, thethinking of variousthinkers can be understood as stated bel ow.
Gandhian Thought on Peace

Gandhiji wasapioneer in contributing and trying to spread hisideasfor peace and non-violencefor
Indiaand theworld. According to him, freedom from all type of exploitationsisastate of peacefor human
being. Atthesametime, he opposed the use of violencefor creation of an exploitation-free. Heusedto say
“Truthand non-violencearemy life. | cannot livewithout them.” In Chauri Chauraincidence, certainvillagers
burned alive apolice man. At that time he stopped his Satyagraha Gandhiji and said “| have committed a
mistake asbig astheHimaaya.” Hisdream was of a Sarvodya Society wheretherewill be no exploitation
and apeaceful co-existence.

Karl Marx on Peace

Karl Marx believed that peace can prevail only when expl oitation of aperson by other person and
onenation by other nation comesto an end. Marx supported the path of violence, oppositeto Gandhiji’spath
of non-violenceto stop such exploitation. But to stop such exploitation, he supported a path oppositeto
Gandhi’ spath of non-violence. Hebelieved that capitalist and landlordswill not let go of their right of property
without violence. Equality can be brought and peace can be established only if thereisaclasdesssociety. This
ispossible only when webreak the old expl oited society through violence.

Woodrow Wilson on Peace

Atthetimeof First World War lossof lifeand property wasvery huge. TheU.S. President givena
seriousthought onit and he said such dangerouswar should not take place. For world peace hegavea 14
point programme. Oneimportant point wasthat of the establishment of L eague of Nations. Hebelieved that
problemsamong various countries should be sol ved through peaceful discussion only then can peace can be
maintained intheworld. But some how the L eague of Nationsfailed and World War I took place. The
United Nationswasestablishedintheyear 1945 after theend of World War 1. Taking stepstoward maintenance
of international peace, the U.N. celebrates 21% September asthe I nternational Peace Day.

John Galtung on peace

Today for maintenance of peacethethought of John Galtung isgetting importance. Accordingto him,
theabsence of violenceispeaceful arrangement. Prof. Galtung hasclassified violencein two categories. (1)
Direct Violenceand (2) Indirect Violence or Socid Violence.
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(i) Direct Violence: According to Prof. John Galtung, direct violenceisasituation whereindividual or
society isthrusted, harassed, killed or mutilated. War between nations, communal riots, etc. are example of
direct violence. Along with such war, preparation for war, business of weapons, formation of army and
destruction of human resourcesarea so part of direct violence.
(ii) Indirect Violenceor Social Violence: According to Prof. Galtungindirect violenceor socia violenceis
suchagtuationwhereduetoinjusticein the society violence occurs. According to Prof. Galtung therearefour
characteristicsof socia violence: (a) Exploitation (b) Forcefull entry (c) Division(d) Isolation

Because of such social violence, injusticeis created within the nation, community and individuals.
Because of this, the devel opment of society cannot take place properly. Savery systemisexampleof this.
Accordingto Prof. Galtung both type of violencesare dangerousfor peaceat nationa andinternational levels.

Thus, before defining the meaning and definition of peace, viewsof various philosophershave been
takeninto consideration. What followsisadiscussion on how thethought of peace can be given ashape.
Pre-Condition for establishment of peacein the Sate

1. Democratic arrangement : A systemwhere peoplearefreeto present their problemsto thegovernment.
To satisfy their demands, they can fredly participateinto politics. If required, they can opposethe
government aso.

2. Protection of Human Rights: The System should be suchwhereHuman Rightsof all thecitizensare
protected.

3.Ruleof Law : Inalegd society, dl citizensareequal. If anybody violatesthelaw, he/she can bearrested
and produced beforejudiciary.

4. Independent and Neutra Judiciary system: Thestate provides Fundamentd Rightstodl citizens. These
Fundamental Rightsare protected by anindependent and neutral judiciary systemin democracy.

5. Socid Justice: Theprideof al citizens should be protected, there should be no unequa treatment
toward any citizen.

6. Participatory Development : The benefitsof development must reachtoal equaly.

7. Security : The State and soci ety should provide aclimate of security toall citizens. If such Situationis
provided, dl citizensandindividua candevelopfully.

8. Solution of International issuesthrough discussioninstead of war : For thisthe U.N. hasprovided an
international platformto solveissuesinapeacefull manner.

9. Independent and Neutral Communication Media: For the prevalence of peaceat state and international
level the mediashould broadcast and publish social incident without fear and neutrally.

What aretheconditionstojustify War ?

Thecondition of war iscursefor human beingandtheir culture. In spite of that from ancient times, war
has been taking place between various ates. Prevention of war isaquestion that has pondered the human kind
for along timenow. The question that ssemsfrom thisisunder what conditionscan it bejustify ? Two ancient
I ndian epics—the Ramayanaand the M ahabharatamay provide some answers. If we study thesetwo great
epics, it appearsthat initialy therewereeffortsto prevent war. Thewar took placefinaly for theremova of ills
andfor establishment of Dharma. Chanakyain hisbook KautilyaArthashastarawritesthat in casethereisawar
ononehand and atreaty on the other and if the benefitsfrom both areequal, we should accept treaty.

According to scholarsof International Politicsand Peace, there are certainimportant conditionsto
justify war whichareasfolows:

1. If thereisexterna threat to the unity and integrity of country and which cannot be solved by peaceful
efforts, then state can go for war in self-protection.
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2. If thereisathreat against the human rights of citizensof state or of worldin case of insurgencesuch as
by theldamic Satein Iraqor atrocitiesof the Taiban in Afghani stan and fought against by the NATO
(NorthAtlantic Treaty Organization) states.

3. If any stateisdevel oping dangerousweaponswhich will be harmful for security and peace of state or
statesand isa so dangerousfor world peacethenin such situation war can bejustifed against them. Like
thewar against Germany, Japan and Italy fromAllied Forces (UK, France, U.S.S.R.,America) in 1939
which was ultimately turned into the Second World War. According toAllied Forces, thewar against
Germany, Japan and Italy wasjustified.

4. When citizensof any stateareliving apeaceful lifeand their way of lifeisunder attack by terroriststhen
the state can declare awar against them. When therewasaterrorist attack on two centres of World
Trade Centre and Pentagon on 11th September, 2001; USA President George Bush declared war
against terrorism which was also approved by UN.

5. If any areaof state or stateitself has been snatched or property islooted thenin such acondition war
can be declared. For instance, in the year 1962 and 1965, Chinaand Pakistan seized some parts of
Indiarespectively and Indiadeclared war against them. Justifying war many timesalso callsfor self-
introspection e.g. for war of 1962, Chinaclaimsthat war was started by India. Thus, justifyingawar is
difficult and subjective.

War isagreat destroyer of human being and property. According to many scholarsthefirst and
second world warswerevery painful but dueto thewars many new inventionswere created.

Disarmament and World peacein referenceto Peace

The State needstraditional weaponsto maintaininternal law and order and for external security. Such
weaponsare almost necessary, but it isnecessary to destroy atomic, nuclear, chemical and virusweapons.
Thereduction of such weaponsfirst and thenfollowed by their destructionsistermed as Disarmament. The
meaning of destruction of weaponshowever doesnot mean that state should be without weapons.

Thefirst and second world wars created much havoc which encouraged theideaof disarmament and
emphasized the necessity of world peace. After victory in Kalingaand and on noticing the heavy lossof life
during thewar the distressed King Asokagave up al wespons—thisisanincident of disarmament at the state
level. At theinternationa level in1899in Hague, acouncil of 28 states passed aresol ution to prohibit poisonous
gasand destroyer weaponsfor thefirst time.

Atomic Weaponsand Disar mament

For peaceful lifeof human beingsand establishment of apeaceful rel ationship among statesof world
disarmament of atomic weapons hasbeen emphasized. For thisscholarsgivethefollowing arguments:

1. Theseweaponsarevery destructive: Today the United States of America, Russiaand Chinapossess
powerful atomicwegponswhich can destroy at amagnitudethat ismuch greater than the weapons unleashed
at theend the World War 1| when Americaattacked thetwo towns of Hiroshimaand Nagasaki of Japanwith
atomic bomb. Indiaand Pakistan al so possess such weapons. It isapossibility that the atomic weapons of
small stateslike Pakistan and North Koreamay be captured by terrorist groups. If thishappensthenthere
can be seriousdamage and great loss of humanlife.

2. Increasein Defence Expenses: Many countriesof Asia, Africaand Latin Americagot independence
after 1945. Dueto servility for along period these newly framed statesremain economically and socially
backward. Such nation-states should reduce their defence expenditure and money should be spent towards
development. But super powersof theworld have partnered them during the Cold War and have encourage
them to acquire weapons. Asaresult, their expenditure on defence has kept onincreasing and these nations
have becomeindebted. Disarmament providesaway out of thisindebtedness.
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3. CreatingaMarket for Atomic Weaponsby theAtomic Powers: After 1945, countrieslike U.S.A .,
Soviet Union, Britain, France and Chinastarted manufacturing of atomic weaponsand in search of amarket
to sall atomic wegpons and technol ogy, they encouraged wars between newly formed devel oping countries.
Thereweremany warsbetween devel oping countrieslike India-Pakistan, Arab- Isragl and Iran- Irag. Because
of thistherewaslossof livesa ong with ahit to the economies of these countries.

4. EconomicBurden on Super Power : Immediately after Second World War, aCold War started between
theU.S.A. and the Soviet Union. A Cold war isastrenuous situation. Here both the parties do not directly
declare awar on each other but always prepare themsel vesfor apotential war and keep at creating new
weapons. When anew state was formed after the start of the Cold War, both the U.S.A. and the Soviet
Uniontried toinfluencethe statetojointheir side of thewar and accordingly madethat state strong. From
such apoint, apolitical game of economic support and providing defence security started. Thisledtoa
competition of weapons between the U.S.A and the Soviet Union and resulted in anincreasein the stock of
atomic weapons started increasing. After many years, thesetwo Super Powersredised the economic burden
of thisweaponsrace, however, Soviet Union wasimpacted more because of thisracethantheU.S.A.Asa
result, thesetwo Super Powers started negotiationsfor disarmament and meetingswere held between heads
of thesetwo states and pacification done.

Effortsfor Disar mament

Theeffortsfor dissrmament may be cons dered to be madeasfollows: (1) Effortsby International Organizations
(2) Effortsby nation states

1. Effort by International or ganizationstowar d Disar mament : At theinternational level thedifferences
and issues between states and state should be solved by discussion rather than war. Thefirst effortsinthis
direction of disarmament for world peaceweredonein 1899 and 1907 in Assembly meeting at Hague.

Infirst Assembly, 26 states participated whilein second assembly 44 states participated. In spite of
that dueto variousreasonsin 1914 the First World War took place. The League of Nationswas established
under the 14 Points Programme of U.S.A. by President Woodrow Wilson. Themain objective of thiswasto
prevent war and establishment of peace and safety. The L eague of Nations made certain definite effortsfor
world peace. But due to various reasons, the L eague of Nationsfailed and the Second World War took
place. To prevent therecurrence of such destructivewar infuture, in 1945 United Nationswas established,
whichisalsoknown astheU.N.

Inthefirst general meeting of U.N. (1946), therewas serious discussion for disarmament and it was
decided to constituteaAtomic Power commission. By aproposal forwarded by Soviet Unionin 1959, it was
possiblefor al member stateto become member of thiscommission. Initially membershipwasgivento 10
states, which increased to 18 in later stage. A treaty was signed by this commission for part control on
wegponsand on collection of missles. The United Nationsdeclared 1970 asthe start of decade of Disarmament.
In theyear 1975 during the general body meeting of U.N., Soviet Union and later China proposed the
reduction in competition for missiles. Theyear 1986 wasdeclared asInternationa Year of Peaceby U.N. In
theyear 1998 Indiaproposed an agendafor reduction in atomic weapons.

2. Initiativefor Disarmament by States: Many statesvolunteered for disarmament to save themselves
fromthedestruction. In 1945, U.S.A., Britain and Canadaproposed for United Nation Commissionto look
into the destructive nature of atomic weapons. U.S. A. President Eisenhower declared “ Atom for Peace’ In
1953.1n1972, atreaty wassigned by Soviet Russaand U.SA. toreducemissiles. Intheyear 1974, atreaty
was signed by the two super powersto stop states from being atomic power and also to stop underground
testing of atomic weapons. Soviet Russiaagreed to destroy 270 old missilesby 1981 and U.S.A. agreed to
destroy 52 bomb, namely “32B” by 1985. U.S.A. and Soviet Russiasigned START-1 (Strategic Arms
Reduction Treaty-1) and START-2 in the year 1982 and 1991, respectively to reduce atomic weapons.
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President Mikhail Gorbachev, in 1991, at thetime of separation of Soviet Russiaand later on President Putin
willingly agreed for decreas ng atomic weapons and brought an end to cold war to come out from economic
recessionin Soviet Russa

After atomictestin 1974 and 1998, Indiabecame an atomic power. But Indiahas promised to use
atomic power for development and constructivework.

Thus, from beginning United States and member stateshave put effortsfor disarmament and it will
continue. ButinInternationa politicstheredtill isdistrust among states. It isdifficult for thisdistrust to disappear
completely. But it can be said that the disregard for the consequences of war which wasat thetime of First
and Second World Wars has decreased. However, we still witnessthat countrieslike North Koreaare busy
inbuilding their defences. Chinahasbeenincreasingly got used to the habit of occupying other’slands. Violent
terrorist groupslikeld amic Stateare d o spreading fear. Economic progressthrough liberaization, privatization
and globalization and devel opment of information technology and air serviceshasmadetheworld asmall
village. Bordersof state havethinned and states are becoming dependent on each other. Theideal concept of
international citizenshipiscloser toredlity. So effortstoremoveal obstaclesin the path of development of al
societiesof world onapeaceful path should be undertaken by the United Nationsand all members.

What isDevelopment ? Definition and M eaning

Becauseof industria revol ution the processof industrialization, modernization and urbanization started.
Asan and African marketswereidentified for wholesale goods and from thisexpl oitation by the colonist and
imperidismdarted.

After the First and Second World Wars many countries of Asia, Africaand Latin America got
independence. These newly formed stateswerereferred to asdevel oping countries. Now wewill discussthe
devel opment of these countries.

M eaning of Development : Two pointsareimportant inthediscussion of the concept of development :
() Themeaning of development isnot only economic growth. Itisvery
difficult concept. Aspectslikeenvironment, technol ogy, economic, politica,
socia and cultura aspectsareadso considered for it. (if) Human beingsareat
the coreto the process of devel opment, where human needs, culture, pride
and environmental changestaking placeinsocial and physical context are
seenwith referenceto humanrelations.

L ooking to themeaning of devel opment wewill examinethe devel opment of devel oping countries. In
1974, inareport by the World Bank it was mentioned that per capital income of developing countrieshas
increased by 50 %. But thisincome was unequal among states and social groups. The casual workers of
urban areas, semi unemployed, small farmersinrural areas, agricultural |abourersand other labourerswere
not abletofulfil eventheir basic needs. In such acondition the capital from devel oped state and multinational
companieswhoinvestinforeign countriesisutilized for latest technol ogy, knowledge management, market
servicesknowledge, skill development for employees and skilled workers and economic devel opment of
devel oping countries. Thisobjective hasbeen achieved upto certainlevel . But mgjority of population of these
countriesare undeveloped or arelive below poverty line.

Itisnecessary that the benefits of devel opment reach the entire population. For thispeopl e participation
Isnecessary in economic decentralization. If people participatein the decision making processand helpin
resolving problemsrelated to public only then can economic and political equaity bebrought about.

Devel opment should accompany environmental preservation and protection. Devel oped countries of
West have used natural resources quite haphazardly, which has created nature’ simbalance. Now Chinaand
Indiaare alsofollowing the same path.
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Model for a Multiphase Development

A report oninternational condition of development “The Limit to growth” was published by an
international Non-Government Organization (N.G.O) Club of Romeintheyear 1972. Accordingtothis
report, if wedestroy the available natural resourcesfor devel opment at the present rate, then by next hundred
years, theearth will reachtoitshighest level of destruction. Thisreport initiated discussi on on development
and environment worldwide. Devel opment should not at the cost of environment. Accordingly, the concept of
multi phase devel opment was devel oped wherethe bas ¢ needs of all a ongwith socia, economicand political
needs of society and state arefulfilled aong with development of culture.

In 1983, the United Nations appoi nted acommission under the Chairmanship of Norway Ex. Prime
Minister Mrs. Brundtland. In 1987, the commission published itsreport” Our Common Future” inwhichit
was recommended that the vision for devel opment should be very broad and devel oped and devel oping
countrieswere requested to maintain ecol ogical balance. It also recommended anew concept of sustainable
devel opment where bal ance between the drive for economic growth while preserving the planet’sfragile
ecosystem should be adopted. Thismodel of development isuseful for future also. A devel opment where
devel opment does not destroy nature, where people arethe at the centre of development and the basi ¢ needs
of dl arefulfilled, and that takes care of present and future generation can be call ed sustainabl e devel opment.

Challengefor Development between Present and Future Generation

During 1970, inablind racefor devel opment western countriesstarted believing that without damaging
the natural resources, economic development isnot possible. Identifying this, Mrs. Brundtland commission
sadthat if theworldisgoing onthisway of development, then nothingwill remainfor our futuregeneration. So
the present generation should usethese natural resourcesin such away that theinterest of futuregenerationis
not damaged. In other words, such amodel of development will be sustainable devel opment. The World
Bank hasal so supported such sustainable Human Development initsreport of 1992 and 2003.

Thus, comprehensive and sustai nable devel opment isan important i ssuefor human being, ecology
and for world peace. Such development will take care of interests of the future generation and preserve
natural resources. The supportersof newly developed Green |deology inthe West have also supported this
ideaof development. According to them such development will support reasonabl e economic devel opment,
socia responsibility, peopl €' sparticipation and preservethe va ues of non-violence.

Exercise
1. Answer thefollowing questionsin detail:
1. What is peace ? Explain the concept of peacein detail.
2. Explainthe necessary conditiontojustify war.
3. What isdisarmament ? Discuss disarmament with referenceto peace.
4. Explain the meaning and concept of devel opment.
5. Comparethethoughtsof Gandhiji and Karl Markswith referenceto peace.

2. WriteShort notes

1. Concept of peace 2. Disarmament

3. World peace 4. Modern mode! of development

5. Woodraw Wilson’sthought about peace 6. Prof. John Galtung’ sthought about peace
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3.Answer thefollowing question in oneto two sentences.
1. What ispeace ?
2. Discussany two conditionsto justify war.
3. What isdisarmament ?
4. \What issustainable development ?
5. What isworld peace ?
6. What isthe modern model for multiphased devel opment ?
7. When the balance of devel opment between present generation and future generation can occure ?

4. Choosethe correct option and indicatein the given box

1. Who istherenowned scholar of peace ? |:|
(8 John Gatung (b) Abraham Lincon(c) Hugo Groshiyas  (c) Socrates

2. According to Prof. John Galtung, absence of how many typesof violenceis peace? |:|
(& Threetypes (b) Twotypes (c) Four types (d) Six types

3. What isdisarmament ? |:|
(a) to stop the business of weapons (b) decreasein atomic weapons
(c) control onweapons (d) All above

4. Who gavethe concept of Multiphased development ? [ ]
(8 Brutland commission (b) Sakariyacommission
(c) Kothari commisson (d) Ranecommission

5. Who proposed for formation of League of Nations? [ ]

(@ AbrahamLincoln (b) Woodraw Willson (c) JohnKennedy (d) Ronald Reagan

Activity
@ Arrangeadiscussionondisarmament
@ ArrangeaGroup Discussion onthe concept of devel opment
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6 |ndiaand theWorld

Internationa society isformed collectively by all the nations of theworld. In modern times, no nation
can stay apart frominternational society. Cyber revolution and rapid development of meansof communica:
tion and trangportation taken place during the last two decades has dissol ved nationa boundariesand intro-
duced the concept of Global Village. Because of continuousincreasein global trading, interdependence
between nations hasincreased.

Every nation hasitsnationa interest. Every nation cravesfor itsunity, integrity, sovereignty, safety and
development. Every nation desiresfor security and welfare of its own citizens, and attemptsto enhance
honour, self-pride, esteem and reputation of own nationininternational society. For the conservation and
promotion of itsnational interests, every nation devel opsrelationwith other nationsof theworld for achieving
itsobjectives. For the purpose of achieving its national interests and objectives, every nation of theworld
determinesand mai ntai nsitsdiplomatic relationswith other nationsfor theimplementation of specific policies
and programs, whichiscalled foreign policy.

Every Nation, according to itscapacity, strivesto meet itsexpectationsand desiresto achieve new
avenuesof foreign policy. For satisfyingitsnationad interests, it triesto influence the power structure of world
nationsand their process of decision making through itsactive participationin International society, politics
and organizations. But the extent of activism and influence of each nation variesaccording to their capacity
and situation circumstances. At present, in internationa relationsand politics, populations, territory, natural
resources, scienceand devel opment of thelatest technol ogy, economic devel opment, market, etc. likeinfluencer
factorsareplaying decisverole.

Basicprinciplesof I ndian foreign policy

Every nationfollowscertain basic principlesfor framing and enforcement of itsforeign policy. Cultura
vaueslikeAhimsa(non-violence), co-operation peaceand welfare, oneworld onefamily haveinfluenced Indian
foreign palicy. Principlesof modern welfare state are expressed in Directive Principles of State Policy under
Article51 of thelndian Congtitution which providesdirectionsinthemetter of internationa relationsand politics.
Accordingly, Indian Stateiscommitted to remain activefor the promotion of internationa peaceand security, for
maintenanceof just and respectable rel ationsbetween nations, for honouring international law and trestiesand
resolving theinternationd disputesthrough arbitration.

(1) Non-Alignment

After the Second World War, the entireworld was divided into two camps. In onegroup, theU.S.A.
anditsfellow nationsof West Europeandin other group Soviet Unionand Nationsof East Europe. Thus, bipolar
world order cameinto existence. Both the superpowerswere having nuclear weapons. A direct war between
both the superpowerswaslikely toinvite collective disaster. Asaresult, both the superpowersavoided direct
military conflict with each other. Yet, intense conflict of ideol ogy and power struggle continued betweentheU. S.
A. and the Soviet Unionfrom 1947 to 1990, which isknown as Cold War. Americawanted to promoteand
propogate capitalism and market based economy intheworld. Soviet Russiawanted to promoteand propogate
communismand mode of communist economic development intheworld. Both, U. S.A. and Soviet Union
wanted Third World nationsto jointheir respective group. Thethen PrimeMinister Jawaharlal Nehru adopted
thepolicy of Non Alignment instead of joining any group. Thepolicy of Non- Alignment wasnot apolicy of
neutrdity. Asaresult, many other countriessupported theNon-Alignment movement. Many thinkersbelievethet
despitethe end of the Cold War, Non-Alignment isrelevent eventoday.
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(2) Opposition toimperialism and colonialism

Indiaisoppossed toimperiaism and coloniaism. Indiahasfaced bitter resultsby becoming victim of
Britishimperidism. Therefore, Indiahasadopted apolicy against violence, coercion and exploitation. During
nationa freedom movement also Indiahasraiseditsvoice againgt colonialismandimperialism. Webdlievein
independence of thenation by relieving the Nationsfromthefettersof thedavery. Indiahasawaysexpressed
sympathy towardsthe Nationsvictimized of imperialism and a so provided political and moral support and
assissted the Nations craving for independence. Therole played by Indiain theindependence movement of
Indonesiaand Bangladeshistheexampleof this.
(3) Opposition toapartheid and racialism

Indiaishaving faithinthevaluesof democracy like equdity, independence, justice, therefore, oppos-
ing the policy of apartheid. Aninjustice cannot be doneto the human being on the basisof parochia matters
like cast, race, colour, etc. During hisstay in South Africa, Gandhiji had driven thefight against policy of
gpartheid and had remai ned successful in remova of colour-discrimination. Indiahad opposed theviol ation of
human rightscommitted by the Government of South Africa. Indiahasalwaysraiseditsvoiceat international
level for adoption of humanitarian approach.
(4) Friendly relationswith countriesof theworld

Indiahasattempted to maintain friendly relationswith al the Nations of theworld without being influ-
enced by power-groupsof theworld. During the Cold War, attempts have been madeto createfriendly relations
withal the Nationswhile keeping away From power-groups, and a so attempts had been madefor obtaining
assi stancein the devel opment by building unconditional rel ationswith Americaand Soviet Union. Wehave
attempted to establish co-operationin peace and prosperity by creating closerdationswith dl the Nationsof the
world and succeeded to certain extent. From thebeginning, Indiahasspecid affectiontowardsAsian countries.
Despite problemswith ne ghboring countriesregarding boundariesand certain other matters, our relationshave
sofar remained positive. Indiahasinitiated co-operative devel opment by establishing mutua co-operationwith
South Asian Nations. Dueto thefriendly relationswith the Nationsof theworld, economic devel opment of India
hasaccd erated. Simultaneoudly, interestsof defenceand security arealso achieved.
(5) Support to United Nations and inter national law

Indiahaswitnessed dangerous repercussionsof the First and Second World War and therefore, India
has madeimmense attemptsfor maintai ning peace and security intheworld and hasremained founder mem-
ber and staunch supporter since the establishment of UNO. Indiahasextended intensive support to the
measurestaken by UNO for maintaining peacein theworld and hastaken activeinterest in resolving of
international disputes. Indiahasawaysrespected international |aw and provided support to itsimplementa:
tion. Indiahasstrongly claimed for permanent membership inthe Security Council of UN. Indiahasgiven
appropriate support and co-operation in efforts made by UN regarding economic, social, health, human
rights, human devel opment, environment, etc.
(6) Peaceful settlement of disputesand world peace

Indiabelievesin resolving the disputesamong Nationsin democratic and peaceful way. Indiahas
gained freedom by fighting struggle of independencein non-violenceway. Theinfluenceof principlesof truth
and non-violenceof Gandhiji isalsovisbleintheforeign policy of India. Indiaclearly believesthat thedisputes
between states can be resol ved by mutua negotiation without resortingtowar. Itisessential for devel opment
and prosperity that peace prevailsintheworld and therefore, it isnecessary to refrain fromwarsfor mainte-
nance of permanent world peace. India has attempted to resolve the issue of Kashmir through UNO and
bilateral negotiation without resorting to war. Indiahas al so observed restraint in relation to the frequent
mischief or infiltration on the border by Pakistan.
(7) Principlesof Panchshesl

Theinfluenceof ided sof Panchshed isvisbleintheforeign policy of India Indiahasnot emphasized
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onwar but on peace. Theidealsof international relations presented by Pandit Jawaharla Nehruareknown as
principlesof Panchshed. Thesefiveprinciplesareasfollows: (i) To respect each other territoria integrity and
sovereignty (if) NonAggression (iif) Non-interferencein theinternal matter of other State (iv) Equality Mutual
benefits (v) Peaceful co-existence. The principlesof Panchsheel were accepted for thefirst timein 1954 by
Prime Minister of India, Nehru, and President of China, Chau-N-lai. In 1955, the conference of Asian &
African nationswasheld at Bandung, Indonesia, Therewere 29 nations participated in the conference and
accepted the principles of Panchsheel. Intheyear 1955, at Bandung of Indonasia, aconferencewasheld
between Asan and African countries. Whichisknown asBandung Conference. These Principlesof Panchshed
wereadopted in this Bandung Conference.
(8) Firmness of M eans Consciousness

Gandhiji wasvery much firm about meansconsciousness. Therefore, influence of Gandhian thought is
dsovisbleonforeignpolicy of India Indiadoesnot want tofulfill objectivesof itsforeign policy throughany kind
of ingppropriate means but desiresto accomplish itsobjectives by democratic method. Indiadoesnot desireto
achieveitsown devel opment, security or internationd politicsthrough undemocratic means. Indiabeievesthat
an appropriategoal can beachieved only through appropriate means.
Thedeterminantsof India’ sforeign policy

Foreign palicy of any nationisnot formedinvacuum. Inframing foreign policy, variouskindsof interna
and externd factors play animportant role. Some of these are constant factorswhereasothersarevariable.

Thechangein nationa and international conditions-circumstancesal so changes policy rel ated matter
of foreign policy. Depending upon changeinworld arrangement and balance of power, Indiahaschanged its
foreign policy. After theend of cold war, world has become unipol ar. Americahas becomeinfluential inthe
entireworld because of itsown national power. Thus, for fulfilling itsambition, Indiahas made bilateral
relationswithAmericavery strong. Withthis, effortshave a so been madeto strengthen rel ationswithimportant
world powerslike Russia, China, Japan. Any changeininterna governance-structureand leadership, change
asotakesplacein policy related matter.
(1) Geographical factors

(a) Geographical location of India

Geographical location of Indiaisimportant in South Asia. Holding huge sub-continental magnitude,
India'sfrontiersare marked and protected by natural boundaries, with mountain range of Himalayain north,
Bay of Bengd inthe east, Arabian Seain West and Indian Ocean in South. Specia geographical position of
Indiaissometimesablessing and sometimesasacurse. Because of mountainousand marinefrontiersand
a so because of better geographicd fertility, in comparison with other countriesof Asia, it has suffered many
attacksand imperialism of Britain. By not keeping vigilance at thefrontiers of north Himalayaand at south
costal hasalso suffered repercussionsof it.

(b) Territory

Inview of topography, Indiapossesmany diversitieslike, high mountain region, plateay, plains, dense
forests, deserts. Intermsof arealndiaranks seventh intheword. Areaof Indiais32,87,263 squarek.m.. Its
north-south lengthis 3,214 k.m. and east-west length is 2,933 k.m.. Between themountain rage of Himalaya
and Peninsulaplateau, aluviumfertile plainsadd affluence of India. Indiahasamost 7,516 k.m. of costal
boundary and 15,200 k.m. of land boundary Costal neighbor countriesarevery important for economy and
security, therefore, intensive efforts have been madeto improverelationswith them.

(c) Population

According to the population, after China, Indiaisat second placein theworld. According to census
-2011, total population of Indiais1,21,01,93,422. Inwhich 62,37,24,248 malesand 58,64,69,174 females
areincluded. Onesixth part of theworld populationisindian. At present, I ndiahas becomethe youngest
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country of theworld. 65 % population of Indiaisof youngsterswho are bel ow theage of 35 years. AsIndia
ishugeintermsof population, it provides big market. Because of thisreason, devel oped countries of the
world are eager to keep and maintain therelation with India.

Huge population of Indiaisconsidered asaproblem of over population. Though, the proportion of
populationisvery high ascompared to avail able natural resourcesbut being apopulation, it can contributein,
not only of Indiabut a so of the development of theworld.

(d) Natural resour cesand climate

Natural resouresisthebasisof national strength. Availability of natural resourcesin huge quantity is
hel pful inindustrial and economic devel opment. When natural resourcesare not availablein enough quantity,
nation hasto depend on other nationsfor industrial development and necessary raw material. Abundance of
natural resourcesisavailablein India. Indiaisaprosperousnation inthe matter of minera wealth. Our nation
holdstopmaost position intheworld in production and export of Iron, charcoal, mica, etc. Resourceslike
fertileplainsof aluvium, denseforests, minerals, riversand oceanic water areavailablein plenty inIndia By
devel oping marine economy, efforts are been madeto increase prosperity by exposing the capacity of huge
oceanssituated in south of India. Indiaishaving comfortable climate ascompared to the surrounding Asian
countries. Indiaishavingtropica climate. Fertilesoil and favorable climate of Indiahasmade an approach of
Indiadefensiverather than aggressive.

(2) Scienceand technology

Practical useof fundamental knowledgeiscalled technology. To fulfill own necessity, humanbeingis
continuoudy searching for new knowledgeand continuoudy attempting for the practical useof newly searched
knowledge. From ancient erato ultra-modern era, continuous process of procurement of knowledgeand its
useisgoing on. Ascompared to geographica factors, modern knowledge and latest technol ogy hasacquired
animportant position to establish dominence over theworld and toinfluence internationa politics. Science
and technology are playing decisiverolein military and economic strength of the nation. Americahas suc-
ceeded to establish dominancein theworld politicsdueto latest technology. 1nthe same manner, though
Japanisgeographicaly small, but hasemerged asanimportant power through extraordinary achievementinthe
field of technology.

Research and devel opment made by Indiainthefield of nuclear energy, communication and space
hasincreased the national strength. After independence, devel opment of science and technology wasgiven
preferencein Indiaby Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. With the assistance of scientist like Homi Bhabha,
Nehru had framed long term planning for progressin thefield of nuclear energy, Space science and technol -
ogy. Through nuclear test in 1974 at Pokhran, IndiraGandhi has demonstrated to the world the strength of
India. Through Pokhran-2 nuclear test in 1998 by Prime Minister of IndiaAtal Bihari Bajpai, the nuclear
power of Indiawasrepeated. Indiahasacquired animportant placein South Asiaasregional power for the
remarkable contribution inthefield of nuclear energy, Space science, biotechnol ogy, information and commu-
nication technol ogy, etc.

(3) Economic development

Sincelast three decades, economic matters have becomethe centre point in world politics. Trade as
aninfluential factor isplayingkey roleininternational relations. Economic power isincluded inthefactors
affecting foreign policy. A stage of economic development in the nation isan important matter. | nterdepen-
dence between the nationsisincreasing for the devel opment of modern economics. After gaining indepen-
dence, Indiahasachieved economic development in aremarkableway. Indiaisan agricultura country. India
hasacquired sdlf relianceinthe production of food cropsasaresult of green revolution. Along with agricul-
ture, animal husbandry hasal so progressed in good proportion. Success of whiterevol ution hasplaced India
to animportant position as milk producing country intheworld. Indiahasal so acquired top positionin the
production of vegetablesand fruits. Despite | ndian economy isagriculturd, it hasa so achieved good progress
inindugtrid fidd.
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(4) Historical and Cultural Per spective

Inthe background of historical traditionsand cultural values, the corpusof present foreignpolicy is
congtituted. Indian cultureisone of the age old ancient cultures of theworld and therefore, itscultural and
valuesof decency areadsoreflected inforeign policy. Theway inwhich phenomend support isreceived from
the countries of theworld to thefirmness of Indiato celebrate 21% June asInternational YogaDay, it has
acknowledged the culture of “ Sarve Santu Niramayaa” (L et al behedthy) of India
Roleof Indiain thepolicy of Non-Allignment

Beforediscussion of policy of Non-Allignment, themeaning of policy of non dliance be understood.
After Second World War, decline of any Stateto join any military group in the Cold War commenced be-
tween military groupsof communist and capitaist democracy of theWestisknown asnonaliance. However,
policy of Non-Alignment issomething morethanthis.

Inthepolicy of Non-Alignment, oppositionisnot made of every typeof military group or aliancebut,
oppositionismade of alliancewith referenceto Cold War. Thus, thispolicy wasframed at specifictimein
specific circumstances.

NonAlignment isseparate than isolationism. Thepolicy of Non-Alignment acceptsall kind of rela-
tions, palitical, economic other than military relationsrising inthe context of Cold War. Speaking differently,
policy of nonalianceisnot apolicy of inactivity. Alongwiththat, it canasobesaidthat policy of nonaliance
isalsonot apolicy of neutrality. If the speechesof Nehruji after independence are taken note of, then, hehas
determined three objectivesof foreign policy of India:

(i) Protectionof regiond unity and autonomy of policy framing.

(i) Maintenance and devel opment of international peace.

(iif) Economic development of India

Policy of Non-Alignment can be considered asstrategy or instrument for achieving these objectives.
Thesewerethree characteristicsof policy of Non-Alignment : (&) refusal tojoin the group of western coun-
triesor communist. (b) to take decisionswith discrimination or wisdom in thefield of foreign policy. (c)
friendshipwithall countries.

Thequestionis, how can policy of nonalianceassstinachievingthreegoasof foreign policy of India?
Inthe opinion of Nehru, the policy of nonaliancewascertainly to help Indiain maintaining unity. Instead of
policy of non aliance, attempt to lean towards any one of the supreme power wasto create problemfor the
unity of acountry by creating conflicts. Becausein our country el ementsfavoring both, U. S.A. and Soviet
Union, were present. Strategy of non alliance had al so hel ped us against the danger from our neighbors
Pakistan and China. Nehru believed that, the strategy of non aliancewill not only benefit Indiabut a so the
world and world peace may bein danger, if thereisany aliance.

From the point of view of economic devel opment also, non aliance policy was useful, becausethe
policy of non aliancewasthe policy of peace and peaceisnecessary for economic development. Besides
this, there was apossibility to receive economic assistance to Indiafrom both superpowers dueto non
dliance. Therefore, Indiaadopted the policy of nonalliance.

Indiaand itsneighboring Nations
Herewewill discussindiaanditsrelationswith neighboring Nations.
India-Pakistan relations

Indiahasattempted, sinceindependence, to maintain peaceful and friendly rel ationswith Pakistan.
Then also, many ups & downs camein therelation between both the Nations. Several seed of enmity were
sown at thetime of India— Pakistan partition in theyear 1947. After independence despite attempt having
been madeto establish diplomatic rel ations between | ndia— Pakistan, threewarsin theyear 1965, intheyear
1971 and Kargil war of 1999 have been fought between both the Nations. After so many attempits, problem

54

Political Science, Sd. 12



of Kashmir hasremained unsolved between Indiaand Pakistantill today, and has becomethe main centre of
tension between both the nations. Bitternessin the relationsisal so created between two countriesdueto the
issueslikelineof control, infiltration, terrorism, etc. Attempts have been madeto solve theissues of both the
countriesby bilateral negotiations. Inspite of that, only partial successisgained. By starting train and bus
service between | ndia-Pakistan, stepsare taken to establish trust between both the nations. Recently, Prime
Ministersof both the nations, visiting each other’ scountries, in the positive and peaceful environment free
from terrorism and violence through bilateral negotiations both the countries have agreed to removethe
obstacles present in therelationswhich isamatter of appreciation. By strengthening therel ations between
both the nations attemptsare al so being madeto increase mutual trade.

India—Nepal relations

Relationsof Indiaand Nepal are age old. To maketherelationship between Indiaand Nepa friendly,
Peace and Friendship Agreement was made between the two nationsin the year 1950. According to that
treaty, both the Nations have accepted to make attemptsto maintain sovereignty, unity and integrity of each
other by respecting them by mutual co-operation.

Indiaand Nepal sharestrong similaratiesintermsof religion, culture, history and rituals. Nepal had
been theoneand only Hindu nationintheworld sofar. Thus, it wasvery natura that both the nations shared
positivereation. India, too hashelped Nepal in the sector of education, employment, health, power supply,
infrastructure. Therelation between Indiaand Nepd strained earlier isagain ontheright track.

If certain mattersresponsiblefor strained rel ations between Indiaand Nepal it wasdueto severa
Situations creating obstacles and bitternessin the rel ations between two Nations. Dominance of Maoistis
increasing in Nepal. In economic and political mattersof Nepal, intervention and domination of Chinaare
increasing. Sournessinstead of sweetnessinthereationsof both the Nationshasa so been brought by Maoist
movement going onin Nepal. Nepal hasdoubt that Maoist of valley areaof Nepa are having support from
India. Though Nepal isasmall nation, but, by way of security and strategy of Indiaitsimportanceisvery high.
Recently, by forgetting differences, both the Nations havetaken initiativesto makerelationship of boththe
Nationsstrong and friendly.

India-Chinarédations

BesidesIndiaand Chinabeing two big Nations of theworld from the point of view of population, in
themattersof economy and devel opment al so they are biggest devel oping Nations. Inthemattersof achieving
peace, stability and devel opment in theworld, the approach and attempts of both the Nationsarea so equal.

Therelationsof |ndia—Chinahavewitnessed many upsand downs. Inthe decade of 1950, relations
of Indiaand Chinawerecomparatively fair. Intheyear 1954, both the Nationsaccepted Principlesof Panchshed
ininternal transactionsand relations. In common search of peace and devel opment, both the Nationswere
eager to maintain fraternal relations. But the incident of war of India-China, in the year of 1962, raised
bitternessin thereationsof both the Nations. Then after, relationsof both the Nationshave been continuously
improving. Recently, anew erahasbegunin India- Chinarelations. The small and bigissueslike border
dispute and territory violation between thetwo Nations are persisting. However, putting suchissuesaside,
both the Nations have agreed to take the rel ations to anew height by mutual co-operation. Recently, by
successful visit of Indiaby the President of China, Xi Jinping, apositive environment has been created for
strengthening therel ations between both the Nations.

India-Bangladesh relations

Bangladesh, situated in south Asia, isan important neighbouring nation of India. Emergence of
Bangladesh hastaken placeintheyear of 1971. Beforethat, it was apart of an east Pakistan. From the
historical and cultural point of view, both the Nations are related to each other and having equal cultural
heritage. Despite certain problemsbetween Indiaand Bangladesh liketerritory and infiltration of peoplefrom
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theterritory in India, therel ations between both the Nations have remained friendly. Indiahas maintained
relationswith Bangladesh asagood neighbour. I ndiahas made attempt to strengthen mutual relations be-
tween both the Nations by giving appropriate co-operation to the Bangladesh for water, electricity and devel -
opment of infrastructure. Recently, intheyear of 2015, by visiting Bangladesh, Prime Minister of Indiahas
made an attempt to strengthen therel ationswith it by entering into severa agreements. From sometime past,
aremarkableincreasein the mutual trade between both the Nations hastaken place and both the Nations
have agreed to face together dangerousworld problem liketerrorism. Recently, qualitativeimprovement has
taken placein therelations between Indiaand Bangladesh. Some peopleof Indiawereresidingin certain
enclavein Bangladesh. Similarly, some peopl e of Bangladesh wereresiding in certain enclaveinIndia. Re-
garding this, negotiationswere going on sincelong timeand finally settlement was peacefully made. On 31
July, 2015, the problem of enclave (province of foreign power within own country) prevailing on the border
between Indiaand Bangladesh hasbeen solved. 111 Indian enclaves situated in Bangladesh and 51 Bangladeshi
enclavessituated in Indiahave been exchanged.

India- Shri Lankareations

Inhistorical and cultural view, Indiaand Sri Lankaholdssimilarity. Sri Lankahasonly one neighbor
country India. InIndian Ocean, strategic and security interestsof both the Nationslie. Sinceindependence,
India- Sri Lankarelations have been peaceful and co-operative. During thereign of JantaParty, specia
attemptswere madetoimprovethereationswith Sri Lanka During thereign of IndiraGandhi, attemptswere
madeto maintaintherelationsof both the Nations. Intheyear 1982, thethen President Nilam Sanjive Reddy
visited Sri Lanka. In Sri Lanka, theracia conflict between Tamil and Sinhal ese people continued for long time
and asaresult heavy disturbancewascreated in Sri Lankadueto Civil War. In order to establish peace by
putting an end totheon going civil war in Sri Lanka, an agreement was made between thethen PrimeMinister
Rajiv Gandhi and President of Sri LankaJayewardeneand asapart of it Indiasent peacekeeping forceto Sri
Lanka. Indiahasmade every possible attempt to bring positive solution to theon going civil war in Sri Lanka.
Indiahasaways made attemptsto maintain peacein nelghbouring countries. Besidesincreasing stability and
prosperity of Asia, itisamatter of importancethat perpetuity ismaintained in relations between both the
Nations. To strengthen thetrade rel ations between Indiaand Sri Lanka, an agreement relating to freetrade
hasa so beenmadeintheyear 1998. By visiting Indiaintheyear 2015, newly elected PrimeMinister of Sri
LankaWickremes nghe expressed the determination to take heal thy rel ations between both the Nationsto a
new height.

Indiaand other nations: Inaddition to the neighbouring Nations of India, let us seetherelationswith
important nationslikeAmerica, Russia, etc.
Relationsof Indiaand America

It can be said that ever since Indiabecameindependent till the end of Cold War, relations between
Indiaand Americahasremained fair. After the Second World War, the conflict of Americawith Soviet Union
with regard to the power and dominance, Americawas eager that Indiajoined itspower group but India
adopted thepolicy of Non-Alignment, Americadevel oped aversontowardsIndia. With the primeobjective
of curb the expansion of Soviet Unionintheareaof central-east, CENTO (Central Treaty Organization) was
formedintheyear 1955. That wasamilitary organization. Initialy, it wasknown asBagdad Agreement. The
fiveNations, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Turkey and U.K. wereitsmembers. One more crack in therelations of
Americaand Indiawhen on Pakistan became member of CENTO and received economic and military
assstancefromAmerica. Dueto Americaleaning moretowards Pakistan, I ndiaextended itshand of friendship
towards Soviet Union. Intheyear 1979, CENTO wasdissolved.

During India—Chinawar intheyear 1962, America, openly supporting India, provided economic
and military assistance. However, after theyear 1963, once again the India—Americareationsebbed. Inthe
India—Pakistan war of theyear 1971, America, while supporting Pakistan, provided al kindsof assistance.
Therefore, relations between India—Americafurther spoiled. Till theend of cold war, many upsand downs
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have comein therelations between both the Nations. With the collapse of Soviet Union after theend of cold
war, world arrangement becameaunipolar. Intheinternational politics, thereisno permenanent friend or foe.
Only thenational interestsare permanent. Hence, Indiainitiated attemptstoimprovere ationswithAmerica
by dteringitsforeign policy.

During the period of N.D.A. Government, nuclear test was conducted at Pokhran by Prime Minister
Atd Bihari Bgpai. Therefore, Americastrongly criticized India, and imposed economic sanctionsand stopped
providing al kindsof financial assistance. However, Americacannot afford to keep permanent bitternesswith
nation like India. Therefore, Americaremoved sanctionson India. By visiting Indiain the year 2000, the
President of Americaattempted toimproverelationsthrough bi-lateral negotiations. When GeorgeW. Bush
cometo power inAmerica, he started new positive chapter in India- Americarel ations by attempting to
develop hedlthy reationswith India

Sincelast decade, rel ations between Indiaand Americahave more strengthened. 1t isoptimized that
strategic partnership between two democratic Nationswill bring peace, prosperity and stability intheworld.
Recently, visit of Americaby PrimeMinister of Indiain theyear 2014 and the year 2015 and presence of
President of AmericaBarack Obamaasachief guest inthe celebration of 66" Republic Day of Indiaindicate
strengthening of bi-leterd relations between both the Nations.

Relationsof Indiaand Russia

Sinceindependenceof India, relationsbetween Indiaand Russ ahaveremained harmonic andfriendly.
Despiteadopting policy of Non-Alignment, itsrelationswith Russahave remained intact and positive. During
thecoldwar, atreaty of peace, friendship and co-operationwassigned by Indiaand Soviet Unionintheyear
1971. Intheinternationd politics, Russahasawayshel ped and co-operated Indiaasatruefriendindl fields.
After theend of cold war, despite | ndiahaving made attemptsto strengthen the relationswith America, Japan
and Nationsof SouthAsiaby making minor dterationinitsforeign policy, no deficiency hasoccurred inthe
relationsof Indiaand Russa Indiaand Russahavemaintained harmoniousrdationsinvariousfiddssuchas
politica, economic, strategic, military, etc.

Indiahasreceived an appropriate co-operation from Russiain theimportant fieldslike defence,
nuclear energy, science and technol ogy, spaceresearch, oil and natural gas, pharmacy. Especialy, in strength-
ening themilitary power of India, the contribution of Russiahasremained significant. A persstent increaseis
alsotaking placeinbilateral trade between Indiaand Russia. Evenininternational organizationslike UN,
BRICS, G-20, Indiaisreceiving support from Russia. Russiahas strongly supported in public the claim of
permanent membership of Indiainthe Security Council of UN. By mutual visits of the heads of both the
Nations, visit of Indiaby the President VIadimir Putin of Russiaand visit of Russiaby the Prime Minister of
India, strength hasbeen provided to the rel ations between both the nation and bi-party strategic partnership
between Indiaand Russiacan be proved to be nourishing to the national interest of both the Nations.

Indiaand SAARC countries

Seven countries of south Asianamely India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan and
Maldives established South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation (SAARC) intheyear 1985. Its
headquarter isat Kathmandu of Nepal. With Afghanistanjoining later on, presently there aretotal eight
member Nations,

Theobjectivesof SAARC areasfollows:
(& To promotethewelfare of the peoplesof SouthAsiaand improvetheir quality of life
(b) ToAccderate social, economic and cultural development of theregionsof southAsia.
(c) Toprovided| individua stheopportunity toliveindignity and realisetheir full potential.
(d) To bring collective self-reliance among the countriesof South Asia.
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(€) To generatemutual confidence between Nations.

(f) To co-operateinternational organizationshaving equa purposesand objectives, etc..

Thus, withtheintention of fulfilling the abovereferred objectives, SAARC hasbeen established.

In order to make SAARC successful, India has played a creative role permanently since its
establishment. However, itisaso aredity that dueto bi-lateral difference of opinion of member nations of
SAARC, theobjectivesof SAARC could not be achieved asexpected . Indiahasmadeall possibleeffortsto
eliminate bi-lateral difference of opinion. Ascompared to the other member nationsof SAARC, Indiais
having huge sizeand potentid. Indiaholdsthe superior placein variousfieldslike, popul ation, area, economic
devel opment, military power. Thus, member Nations of the SAARC expect from Indialiberalized policy in
relationsandin practicelikeelder brother. Indiahas attempted to preserverel ationswith the member Nations
of the SAARC by adopting somewhat libralised policy too. Indiahaskept the conception of ‘let go’ inthe
mattersof gain from agreementsentered into with member Nations. For example, Indiahasshown generosity
inthetreaty between India-Bangladesh on theissueof river water distribution.

Intheyear 2014, by inviting SAARC Nationsin the oath ceremony of the PrimeMinister of NDA
Government, Indiahasattempted to give positiveturnin relations with SAARC countries. Itisoptimized that
relation between SAARC Nationswill befurther strengthened on account of good responsereceived from
themember Nationsof the SAARC. By adopting affirmative approach, Indiahasalwaysinitiated in making
therelationsstronger with neighboring Nations.

After understanding SAARC, | et usobtain theinformation of certainimportant organizations.

(1) BRICS
BRICSisaninternational organisation constituted of five Nationsbeing, Brazil, Russia, India, China, South
Africa Initidly, it wasknown asBRIC. However, with South Africajoining thisgroupintheyear 2010, itis
known as BRICS. On the basis of first a phabet of names of the all five member nations, it isnamed as
BRICS. BRICS hasbeen congtituted for the purpose of influencing international economy and international
order by establishing co-operation between member Nationsof thegroupinvariousfiddslike trade-commerce,
political and cultural andto defend collectively political, security and economic chalengesarising at theworld
level. Member Nationsof the BRICS are hol ding significant contribution and influenceat regiona andworld
level from the point of view of total population of theworld, world domestic production, total domestic
production, trade, etc.. For the purpose of making available monitory landing and assistance to the member
Nationsof the BRICSfor different kinds of projects, new devel opment bank has al so been constituted by
BRICSwhose Headquarter isat Shanghai of China.

For thefirst timein 2006, foreign ministers of member Nationsof thegroup met at New York. Thereafter, on
16" June, 20009, first full-scale summit of BRIC washeld at Russia. Every year, its summit meetsat apre
decided time and place of any of the host member nation.

(2 G-4

An organisation constituted with the objective of providing mutual co-operation and support by four
nations, India, Brazil, Japan, Germany isknown G-4 (Group - 4). Thisorganisation hasbeen constituted with
the prime objective of providing support to each other for acquiring permanent membership inthe Security
Council of United Nations. All thefour members Nationsof the group haveworked for along timeasanon-
permanent member e ected for two yearsin the Security Council. Dueto remarkableincrease of influencein
political and economica mattersglobaly, al thefour member Nationsof thegroup, aclam hasbeenraised by
them that they must get permanent membership inthe Security Council of United Nations. Itissuggested by
them that all thefour member Nations of the group should beincluded by expanding the Security Council of
United Nations.
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(3)G-20

Aninternational organisation of 20 Nationsiscalled G-20. Intheyear 1999, it has been established
for the purpose of achieving international compilation relating to economic policy. U. S.A., Russia, Britain,
China, Augtrdlia, France, India, Brazil, Japan, Germany including European Union, etc. areimportant mem-
bersof G-20. Every year itsannua conferenceisheld. First summit washeldin theyear 2008 at Washington
DC of U. S.. Turkey has accepted the hosting of summit of the year 2015. In summit conferences study,
review and highlevd discussonsare held onimportant issuesrel ating to economic and financid policy. Efforts
arebeen madefor amelioration of internationd financid stability by establishinginternational compilingrelating
to economic policy.

(4) European Union

European Unionisan economic and politic organisation consisting of Nationsof Europe. Present
European Union hascomeinto existenceintheyear 1958 pursuant to theimplementation of Rometresty. In
theyear 1958, six Nationshbeing France, West Germany, Belgium, Luxemburg, Italy and Netherland consti-
tuted European Economic Community for achieving mutual co-operation, in economicfield and European
Atomic Energy Community for achieving co-operation intheAtomic energy field. Thereafter, changeshave
beentaking placeinitsnameand policiesby various treatiesand thereisalso agradual increaseinthe number
of itsmember. European Union has been established for the purpose of achieving the noble objectives of
establishment of co-operation and peacein place of competitionsand conflicts between Nations of Europe,
establishment of stable democracy and human rightsand governance based on justiceand rule of law, tc; in
the countriesof Europe. Between themember Nations of European Union, effortsand provisionshave been
madefor mutual movement of people, goods, servicesand capital fredly, prevalence of only onefree market
and only one currency. Euro hasbeen accepted asagenera currency in 19 Nations European union known
asEuroareaor Eurozone. Presently the number of itsmember nationis28. Intheyear 2012 Nobdl Prizehas
been awarded to European Union for maintenanceof harmony and peace and conservation of democracy
and humanrightsin Europe.

India’sapproach towardscrucial global issues—human rights, disarmamentsand glo-
balization.

Herewewill discuss India s approach towardsimportant and principal questionsof theworld like
humanrights, dissrmamentsand globaization.
India’sapproach towardshuman rights

With the birth asahuman being, apersonisentitled to have certainrights, thereforetheserightsare
known ashuman rights. Rightsplay animportant rolefor theoverall devel opment of aperson. Throughrights
apositiveenvironment is provided for development of aperson according to his capacity and expectation.
Thereforeit can be said that the rights are such kind of positive environment wherein person can have his
wholesome devel opment. Thistype of environment isprovided by the State to the person. On 10, December,
1948, United Nations accepted Universal Declaration on Human Rightswherein, all humanrightsarein-
cluded. Theprincipal objective behind thisisto create such situation where Nationsof theworld giveittoits
citizenson accepting therights. Acceptance of human rightsat theinternationa level indicatesthesignificance
of therights. Therefore, we are celebrating 10" December asa‘ Human RightsDay’ .

Indiabelievesinrightsof individual and therefore activefor the preservation of human rightsof own
citizens. Besidesthese, Indiahas advocated for the protection and conservation of humanrightsof thecitizens
of theworld. Not only that, sincere attempts have been made for the compliance of the human rights of the
citizensof theworld. IndiabdievesintheUniversa Declaration on Human Rightsof the United Nationsand
has always made effortsfor itsimplementation and protection. Always opposed theracia discrimination
prevailing intheworld and Indiahas contributed for the extinction of racial discrimination existinginthe
countriesof theworld.

59 :
Indiaand theWorld



India’sAapproach towar d disar mament

Disarmament isthe most important matter for establishment and maintenance of peace and security in
theworld. An armsrace among the nationsfor increas ng varioustypes of weapons createsthe atmosphere of
unrest and insecurity intheworld. Itisindeed amatter of concern. Nuclear weapons can destroy theentire
worldinamoment. It isabsolutely necessary that deadly and destructive weaponsare eliminated from the
world. World can achieve the progressonly by disarmament.

Generdly, disarmament meansacompl ete elimination of weapons causing massdestruction. Disar-
mament issuch aprocesswherein, atask isundertaken to reduce, regulate and eliminate weapons. Besides,
reduction and elimination of weaponsin disarmament, emphasisisal so put on thereduction in the size of
military force of theNations.

TheLeagueof Nationshad tried for the disarmaments after the First World War. Intensieve efforts
arebeing made by United Nationsa so, in thedirection of disarmaments. From The Hague Peace Conference
till today, many summitshave been arranged inrelation to disarmament. Indiahasplayed animportant role in
summits, discussing and delibrating on disarmament. Indiahas attempted to gain world opinion about disar-
mament during discussioninthe Generd Assembly of United Nations. Indiahasbeen wedded to the objective
of world peace, advocating disarmament. Indiabelievesintheuse of nuclear energy for peaceand welfare of
the people.

Roleof Statewith referenceto Globalization

In 1991, Indiahas adopted new economic policy. Asapart of new economic policy, Liberalization,
Privatization and Globalization have commenced almost smultaneoudly in India. L et usdiscuss, what isthe
roleof the State under al thethree process. Liberdization and privetization areinternal factorsof our economy.
Whereasglobalizationistoitsexternal factor. Assuch, both thesefactorsand al three processesareclosdly
related to oneanother. Let usunderstandin brief the concept of globaization, liberalization and privatization.
Generdly, globdizationisvalued from the point of economic view. Thereforeit can be said that globalization
Issuch aprocesswherein national economicsismerging with international economics.

Liberalization meansrelaxation of government restrictions. By policy of liberalization government
rules-regulation, restriction, etc. related to trade, commerce, industries, etc. are being relaxed for the accel -
eration of the economic growth of thenation. Licence - permit ragj-isremoved and rigid governmental pro-
cessfor getting permission for industries, trade, etc. isrelaxed. Custom duty onimport export iseither being
withdrawn or reduced.

Privatization means conversion of public undertakingsinto private undertakings. In the process of
privatization, industries, services, trades, etc. of the ownership of the State or run ontheinstance of the Stateare
being convertedinto private sector. Interference of the Statein the production, distribution, pricecontral, etc. of
goods, servicesisreduced. Firstly, we haveto accept that just as State al one cannot bring solution to our all
problems, thesameisapplicableto market. Both are having certain limitations. When Statefail sto reach, there
market hasto play itsroleand wheremarket cannot reach or fail sthere State hasto play itsrole; and wherethe
Satefails, stuationit leadsto like emergency sever emergency. Inthewider interest of the society and for the
upliftment and welfare of the weaker deprived reserved groups, theroleof the Statein certainfiddisimportant.
Theserolesand functions cannot beassigned to the market.

Inthe present phase of globaization, liberdization and priveti zation, therole of the Stateisnot reduced
but haschanged. In certainfields, it may haveretreated but it hasto play more activerolein certain absolutely
important fields. Flow of globaization isnot going to be stopped. It istheresult of many causesand factors.
Thoseforcesand factorswhich gavebirth to it and accelerated it, will continuefor substantially longtime. It
has advantages and disadvantages. Thereisa morepossibility of disadvantage being caused to thedevel oping
Nationslikeus. It hascreated abig challenge but has also provided an opportunity. If wearenot inaposition
to stop globalization then we must increase our potential and readinessfor accepting the challengeand the
State should play an effectiverolefor the protection of national interests.
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Exercise
1. Answer thefollowing questionsin detail.
1. Explain basic principlesof Indianforeign palicy.
2. Satethedeterminatsof Indianforeign policy.
3. Discusstherdationsof Indiawith neighbouring nations.

4. What isNon-Allighment ? Clarify theroleof Indiain the policy for Non-Alignment ?
2. Writeashort noteon thefollowing.
1. Non-Allignment 3. SAARC
2. India-Pakistanrelation 4. G-20
3. Answer thefollowing questionsin brief.
1. What isforeign policy ?
2. What isBRICS?
3. Which arethe Principlesof Panchshed ?
4. Why hasIndiaadopted the policy of Non-Allignment ?
4. Choosethecorrect option and indicatein thegiven box
1. Whenfor thefirst timethe principlesof Panchsheel were adopted ?
(8 1952 (b) 1954 (c) 1956 (d) 1958
2. Which oceanissituated at the south of India?
(@ PeacificOcean  (b) IndianOcean  (c) ArabianSea  (d) Bay of Benga
3. Which positionisheld by Indiaintheworldintermsof population ?

Inininininl

(@ First (b) Second (c¢) Third (d) Seventh
4. Which day iscelebrated asInternational YogaDay?

(a) 20th June (b) 21t June () 26th June (d) 18t June
5. Whereisthe headquarter of SAARC?

(@ Ddhi (b) Kathmandu (c) Lahore (d) Dhaka
6. Which among thefollowingisnot amember of SAARC?

(@ India (b) China (c) Nepa (d) Pakistan
7. Intheyear 2009, wherewasthefirst summit of BRICS held?

(@ India (b) Russa (c) China (d) Brazil
8. What isthe strength of member nations of European Eunion?

(@ 24 (b) 26 (c) 28 (d) 30

Activity

® ArrangeaGroup Discusson: TheReevanceof India sPolicy of Non-Allignment
 J

61 -
Indiaand theWorld



7 United Nations

Humansestablish different ingtitutionsto satisfy their needs. United Nations (now known astheonly
U.N. ingtead of United NationsOrganization - U. N. O.) isaso oneinternationa ingtitution. Different Nations
have established thisinstitution collectively. To achieveitsgoals, member nationsmeet very often. Every
nation hasfreedom to decidefor its membership. No nation can beforced to becomeamember of U.N. Not
only that, anation can also abandonitsU.N. membership.

Factor sresponsiblefor the establishment of the United Nations

First World War was fought among various nations during 1914 to 1918. This incident was
unprecedented inworld politics. To avoid recurrence of world war infuture, to maintain international peace
and security, to expand international co-operation, to enforceinternational law for establishment of openand
just relationsamong nationsand for the maintenance of justice, an organization named The Leagueof Nations
wasestablished in 1919. But thisorgani zation hasmostly failed in achievingitsobjectives.

During 1939 to 1945 Second World War took placein which alarge number of homicidestook
place and thistype of homicide was such as never before. Asaresult of which anecessity arose for an
ingtitution which can savethe peoplefrom the pain of war infuture. Taking into consideration thisinevitability,
consultation started during Second World War for establishing aningtitution in the name of United Nations. At
the end of these consultations, 51 member nations signed and accepted the charter of United Nationson 26
June, 1945 inthe San Francisco Conference and on 24" October, 1945 thisingtitution cameinto existencein
the name of United Nations Organisation by official declaration. Therefore, 24" October isknown asthe
United NationsDay (U.N. Day).

Inthe Charter of thisorganization, 19 chaptersand 111Articleshave been included. The headquarter
of United Nationsisat New York inthe USA.

United Nationsholdsitsown Post Officeand publishesitsown postal stamps.

Theimportant objectivesof UnitesNations, in short, areasfollows:

1. To protect peoplefrom sufferingsof war infuture.

2. Todeveopfirmfathin humanrights.

3. To accelerate the economic and socia devel opment of entire mankind.

4. To establish friendly relations between nations on the basis of principlesof equal rightsand self
determination of people.
Basic Principlesof theUnited Nations

Important principlesof thisorganization areasfollows:
1. Inaccordancewith the principle of universa equality, the equality of member Nations has been

accepted. By following that, ‘ one vote one member nation’ hasbeen accepted and implemented. Inspite
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o that making arrangementsfor five permanent member nationsin the Security Council and authoriz
ing them with Veto Power, theredlity isalso accepted.

2. Itisaccepted that all the member will faithfully discharge the responsibilities accepted through the
Charter.

3. All member nationshaveto resolvetheir internationa disputesby peaceful means.

4. All Member nationshaveto develop their international relationsin such amanner so that use of forceor
threat can berefrained againgt theterritorial integrity or politica independence of any member nation.

5. All member nationsshall assistsany action undertaken in accordancewith the Charter and to refrain
fromassisting that nation against which the United Nationshas taken steps.

6. United Nationshall not interferewith theinternal mattersof any nation.

7. Attempt to createthe environment where any nation which are not the member of the United

Nationsact in accordancewith theseprinciples.

United Nations

Organs, mechanism and functionsof the United Nations

Different organs are established so that United Nations can achieveits objectiveswhich are as
follows
1. General Assembly

All themember nations of the United Nationsacquirethe membership of thisassembly. Recommen-
dation of Security Council ismandatory for acquisition of membership. Only after that, General Assembly
gives membership to that nation. At present there are 193 members of General Assembly. South Sudan
becamethe member of United Nationson 14 July, 2011. In thisassembly, each member nation can send not
morethen fiverepresentatives. General Assembly meetsevery year. Wherein, each member nation can cast
onevotefor theissue presented. In the beginning of each sitting of General Assembly, one General Secretary
and seventeen Vice Presidentsare el ected.

General Assembly discussestheissuesand questions covered under the purview of Charter of the
United Nationsand al so thefunctionsand authorities of other organsof United Nations. It attemptsto maintain
world peace, to protect and safeguard the human rightsand to devel op international law. It el ectsmembersof
other organs of the United Nationsi.e. 10 non-permanent members of Security Council, 15 judges of the
International Court of Justice and also the General Secretary after the recommendations of the Security
Council. When thereisanecessity of alteration inthe Charter of United Nationsit can be altered by 2/3
majority of themembers. It also performsfunctionsto sanction budget of the United Nations.
2. Security Council

Thisorgan of the United Nationsisformed by 15 members. Wherein, 5 members are permanent;
U.S, Russia, U.K., France and China. These permanent members are permanent in the sense that their
membershipwill continuetill the existence of United Nations. These permanent membershold special powers
ascompared to the non-permanent members. For example, the Veto Power. Veto isan extraordinary power
of permanent members of the Security Council to cast negative vote. Inthisinstitution there are 10 non-
permanent members. General Assembly elects non -permanent membersby 2/3 majority for 2 yearsdura-
tion. Retiring member nation cannot acquireimmediate membership of thisorgan. Security Council isa
permanent organ. Consent of 9 membersout of 15 membersisnecessary when thedecisionisrelatingto
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procedural matterswherein, the consent from 5 permanent membersismandatory. If any of thesefive super-
powersremain absent during voting, it doesnot mean that it has used Veto Power. Term of the presidential
post of Security Council isof one month. The member states of thiscouncil holds presidential postin
alphabetical order.

Mainfunction of the Security Council isto maintain peace and security intheworld. It caninvestigate
inrelationto any disputeor Situationswhich lead towar. It a so takes decision regarding giving memebership
two any new nation and al so takes decision to expel member nation, if required. Security Council withthe co-
operation of General Assembly appointsjudgesof the International Court of Justice.

3. Economicand Social Council

Total of membersof thiscouncil are 54, Which areected by thegenera assembly with 2/3 mgjority.
Electionsare held by 2/3 membersof General Assembly for itsmember states. Among these members, 1/3
that is18 membersretireevery year. Thememberswho retire are qualified for remembership. 1tsmeetings
areheld twiceinayear and decisionistaken by themagjority of memberspresent and voting. Economic and
Socia Council isengaged with someinternational ingtitutionslike—International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), UNESCO — United Nations Education, Science and Cultural Organisation and World Health
Organisation (W. H. O.), etc.

Economic and Social Council conduces study of mattersrelating to economic, social, cultural,
educational and health etc. at international level. It preparesreports and makesrecommendationsto other
ingtitutionsand member nationsswhich hasfunctiona relationswith United Nations.

4. Trusteeship Council

Those member nationswho have undertaken the responsibilities of the administration of the colonies
who have not acquired self governance, arerequired to keep in mind while discharging responsibilities, that
publicinterestsof such territoriesarevery significant. Member nationstaking care of administration haveto
dischargetheduty as’ Trustee' of the coloniesand shall make attemptsin the direction of making the colony
under their supervision to acquire self governance expeditioudy. Accordingly, thiscouncil isworking inthe
direction that makes col onies sovereign nations after acquiring independence. The Trusteeship Council is
formed by (1) 2 member nationslooking after the administration of colonies(2) those, among the permanent
member nationsof the Security Council, who are not admini stering the coloniesand (3) those member nations
who have been el ected by General Assembly for 3 yearsin thiscouncil.

The meeting of thiscouncil isheld every year. Those member nationswho are administering the
colonies, arerequired to submit areport to the Trusteeship Council, and the council deliberatsonit. After the
consent of thememberswho have undertaken theresponsibility of trusteeship, the membersof Trusteeship
Condgl visit the coloniesand review their performance.

5. International Court of Justice

By following the principlesof justiceand International Law, internationd differencesand disputesare
to be solved. Tofulfill thisobjective by following the recommendations made by law expert’scommittee,
International Court of Justiceisestablished by international treaty. Election of judgesof thiscourtisheld
without cong dering the nationdity. Thosewho arequaified to hold higher officeinthecourt of hisown nation
or those who arethe scholars of international law are considered appropriate for holding the office of this
institution. Total number of thejudgesof thiscourt is15. No el ection of morethan onejudgeisheld from
amember State. General assembly and Security Council areeecting themin aseparate sitting. Thetenure of
judgesisfor 9 yearsand they areeligiblefor regppoi ntment upon the compl etion of thistenure.

Thiscourt iselecting one President and one Vice President for 3 years. For the proceedings of this
court, French and English languages have been given recognition. If any party demands other then these
languages, they grant it. In abench of judges, decisionistaken by smplemajority. In case of tie, President
giveshisCasting Vote.

Principa functionsof thiscourt areasfollows:
1. Interpretation and implementation of international law.
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2. Togivedecisionwhen complaintisreceived.

3. Togiveadviceto any organ or institution of United Nationsregarding any legal matter.
6. Secretariat

Thesecretariat isholding administrative responsibility of United Nations. The Secretary General is
considereditsprincipa administrative officer. The gppointment of Secretary Generd ismadefor fiveyearsby
General Assembly after the recommendation of Security Council. The Secretary Genera isassisted by 11
Under Secretary General and 5Assistant Secretary General in hisfunctions. After selection of theseofficids,
they perform thefunctionsindependent of nationd loyalty. Therefore, they areknown asinternationa char-
tered bureaucrats. These bureaucrats cannot receiveinstructionsfrom any institution or nation out sidethe
United Nations.

The Secretary General of the United Nations has been assigned the most important function by
U.N.;right to takeinitiativein thedirections of maintenance of world peace. Secretary Generd attendsasthe
chief adminigrativeofficer inal meetingsof thefour politica organsexcept International Court of Justice. The
Secretary Genera hasto perform thosefunctionswhich are assigned to him by these organs. Every year the
Secretary General presentsthereport of theworking of the secretariat before General Assembly.
Challenges and success befor e United Nations:

With referenceto objectivesand principles, the challengeswhich arefaced by U. N. areasfollows.
% Increasing danger of terrorismandracial clashesand issuesof refugees.
% Recurringincidentsof humanrightsviolation.
« Absence of universal acceptance of democratic political arrangement in which thereisactiveand
meaningful participation of people.
«%» Emergenceof grave danger against globa environment.
% Increasing problemsof extensive poverty and starvation.
% Production and proliferation of nuclear weapons, chemica weaponsand biologica weapons.

That the Third World War has not taken placetill date, can be considered asthe biggest success of

the United Nations. After the establishment of the United Nations, someincidentsdid take placewhich can
lead to third world war, for example:
1. Berlin Crisis: When Germany got defeated in the Second World War, the armies of USSR (Union of
Soviet Socialist Republic), France, U.S.A. and U.K. had seized Germany. Thearmy of thesefour Nations
penetrated into Germany and none of the Nationswas prepared to give up itsauthority. During Second World
War, agreementsin relation to Germany were made at Yaltaand Potsdam among U.K ., U.S.A. and Soviet
Union. According to Yaltaagreement, it was decided to divide Germany into three partsand accordingly
domination of U.S.S.R over East Germany was accepted. Whereas, it was decided to divide West Germany
into the domination of U.K., U.S.A. and France. However, Berlin City situated in East Germany under
control of U.S.S.R. wasalso divided into four parts. Control of U.S.S.R. over East Berlinand by dividing
West Berlininto three parts, the control of U.S.A., Britain and France was established over it.

From 1947, difference of opinion started between both power groups(U.S.S.R. and group of communist
countries; and U.S.A. and group capitdist countries) reaing to Germany. And the Control Conferenceconssting
of four powersto takedecisonsreating to entire Germany collgpsedin1948. UK., U.SA. and Francestarted
taking stepsin thedirection of economic and political integrationin West Germany and introduced monitory
reform of currency inWest Germany. But thisreform could not beintroduced in entire Berlin because U.S.SR.
had introduced thereitsown reform. Theway to enter into West Berlin was passing through East Germany over
whichU.S.SR.itshad control. Asaresult, U.S.S.R. started implementing embargo around West Berlinfor the
protection of currency reformenforcedinitspart.

Thiswasan open chalengetowestern powers. Sinceit wasthe question of itsreputation, therewasno
choiceexcept giving firmreply inthisregard. Thus, theemergency dueto both the power groupscomingin
opposition againg each other for Berlin, itiscaled Berlin Emergency. Inthisregard, thequestionwasadsoraised
inthe Security Council of the United Nations. United Nationshad played animportant rolein keeping this

emergency at bay.
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2. Problem of Suez Canal : In 1956, the Suez Canal was nationalised by colonel Nasser of Egypt. It
endangered the economic interst of U.K. and France. Israel had years old enmity towards Egypt. Hense,
these three nations attacked Egypt. On the other hand, USSR encouraged and supported Egypt. Thus, the
world peace was endangered. The Non-allianment nations passed aresol ution to withdraw the soldiers of
thesethree nationsfrom Egypt and to establish the policeforcefor Suez Candl. First team of emergency force
of the United Nationssent in Egypt and Genera Assembly directed thethree Statesto withdraw soldiersfrom
Egypt. Hence, Britain and France withdrew their soldiersbut I srael did not do so, asaresult on resolution
being passed to stop providing economic and military assistanceto Israel, Israel also withdrew itssoldiers.
Thus, United Nations got successin resolving thisproblem.

3. Crigsof Cuba: Cubaisabigidand situated in Central America. In 1959, Fidel Castro cameinto power.
Dueto Fidd CastrofavouringU.S.S.R.,in 1960, U.S.S.R. announced to give nuclear weaponsto Cuba. As
aresult, dueto security of the U.S.A. being putin danger, President Kennedy in 1962, asacounter step,
announced embargo around Cuba. So that, material sequipping military baseswith nuclear weapons cannot
be brought there. Thus, two super powerscoming in opposition against each other, cold war was accel erated
and circumstances were created giving riseto the possibility of Third World War. By providing rolefor
arriving at agreement between Khrushchev (U.S.SR.), Kennedy (U.S.A.) and Castro (Cuba), the Secretary
General U Thant of United Nations played animportant rolein maintaining world peace.

4. Attemptsfor disarmament : In 1969, United Nations announced that the use of chemical and biological
weaponsiscontrary to international law. United Nations declared decade of 1970 asthe decade of disarma-
ment. On 5th March, 1970, Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons Treaty cameinto force and signed by
amost 100 nations. That wasanimportant step in thedirection of disarmament.

5. Attemptsin thedirection of woman empower ment : United Nationshad declared decade of 1975to
1985 asdecade of woman. Asaresult, mgjority of the governmentsof theworld established ingtitutionsfor
thedevel opment of women.

Besidesthis, United Nations has made aval uabl e contribution in maintaining worl d peace by accept-
ing abstinence from military activitiesand nuclear testsin Antarctic areaand by declaring LatinAmerica
nuclear free zone. By providing security againgt starvation and epidemicsby supplying food, grain and medi-
cineinAsia-Africa, it hasdonethework of humanity. Theingtitutionslike The Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner’s Officefor Refugees (UNHCR) have aso provided servicesat different fields. For the
work doneintheinterest of refugeesthisinstitution hasbeen awarded two Noble Prizes, in 1954 and 1981.
The headquarter of thisingtitutionisat Geneva-Switzerland.

Roleof Indiain theUnited Nations

Sincethe establishment of the United Nations, Indiaisclosdly connected withit. Indiahasframedits
foreign policy in consonancewith the objective and basic principles of thisworld institutionand dsoimple-
mented it whole heartedly. It has made remarkabl e contributionsin variousactivities of United Nationsby
maintaining National interest and all have appreciated it too.

Article51 of our Constitution providesthat Government shall endeavour to make attemptsin the
direction of promoting internationa peaceand security and peaceful settlement of international disputes. Thus,
theecho of objectivesof United Nations hasbeen reciprocated in the directive principlesof our Constitution.

Indiahas played aleading role protesting against terrorism, colonialism, imperialism, apartheid and
racism. Indiahas supported attemptsfor making avail ableindependence to French colonieslike Tunisia,
Algeriaand Morocco. United Nationsisnot having itsown Army. And therefore, whenever need hasarisen
for international army for establishing peace, I ndiahasplayed animportant role asan establisher of peaceby
sendingitsownarmy. Atthetimeof emergenceof crisesinthecountrieslike Gaza, Cyprusand Congo, India
hasass sted in establishing peace by sending itsown army. Indiahas sent theteam of doctorsfor thetreatment
of wounded soldiersinthewar of Korea Indiahasplayed animportant roleasachairperson of thecommis-
sion of neutral countries appointed for keeping supervision over it, after the ceasefire of Korea. Inthesame
way, Indiahas also played aremarkabl e role as Chairperson of theinternational commission appointed for
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implementation of ceasefire between Vietnam, Laos, Cambodiaand France. Thus, Indiahas performed many
important functionsasaneutral andimpartia nation asafounder of peaceand the executor of ceasefireat the
timeof seriouscrisesarisenin different countriesduring the decades of 1950 and 1960.

Indiahasaways supported disarmament. Indiahas strongly advocated compl ete di sarmament of
nuclear weapons. Indiaispersistently believing that if bridges of peace, co-operation and understanding are
created between nations, tremendous expenditure after military can be reduced and money and resources
spent after armaments can be used for the economic devel opment of the people.

Indiais e ected many times asanon-permanent member of the Security Council of United Nations.
Indiahas performed functionsasamember of Trusteeship Council for twelveyears. In 1952, Shrimati Vijyaaxmi
Pandit was el ected aPresident of the Conference of General Assembly. The serviceshave been rendered by
Dr. Radhakrusnan as a chairman of UNESCO, Dr. Nagendra Sinh and R. S. Pathak asthejudges of the
International Court of Justice.

Exercise

1. Answer thefollowing questionsin detail.
1. Statethefactorsresponsiblefor the establishment of the United Nations.
2. State the objectives of the United Nations.
3. State thebasic principlesof the United Nations.
4. Which arethe challengesbeforethe United Nations ?
2. Writeshort note.

1. Generd Assembly 2. Security Council
3. Trusteeship Council 4. Crisisof Cuba
5. Problem of Suez Cana 6. BerlinCrigs

3. Answer thefollowing questionsin short.

1. What isVeto Power?

2. State thefunctions of Economic and Social Council.

3. Statetheroleof Secretary General of the United Nations.
4. Answer thefollowing questionsin one-two sentences.

1. Whenwasthe United Nationsgot established?

2. How many chaptersand articlesarethereinthe Charter of the United Nations?

3. State the names of permanent membersof Security Council.

4. How many judgessitinthelnternational Court of Justice ? State thetenure of their office.
5. Choosethecorrect option and indicatein the given box.

1. Whichday isknownasU.N. Day ? |:|
(&) 12 October, 1945 (b) 24 October, 1945
(c) 02 October, 1945 (d) 21 October, 1945

2. Whereisthe Headguarter of the United Nationssituated ? |:|
(8 New York, U.S.A. (b) New Delhi, India
(c) Hague, Netherland (d) Geneva, Switzerland

3. How many Nations have signed and accepted the United Nationsfor thefirst time? |:|
(@ 15 (b) 25 (c) 52 (d) 51

Activity

@ Show the photographs of activitiesof the United Nationsthrough the medium of internet.
® M akethe students observe the Political map of theworld.
@ Giveinformation to the studentsabout internationa emergency-problems.

®
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8 Environment and Wor ld Palitics

Environment meanseffect of chemicd, biologica and physica determinesontheexistenceand devel-
opment of the creatures. Likeair, water, sunlight, food supply. In addition to that, social, cultural and geo-
graphica mattersareasoincludedinit.

Devel opment of astateisal so dependent oninternationa environment availabletoit, itsgeography,
rivers, lakes, minerals, coastal area, etc. States attempt for desired changesin the environment by usingits
own technology and knowledge. Internal environment and external environment of the State both affect its
growth and theexistence.

Those objectsor energy which are available from nature and are not man made used by humansto
protect their existence and development are called natural resources. For example, water, sunlight, plants,
animal-birds, insects, bacteria, fungus, mineras, etc.

These natural resourcesare of two type:

(1) Renewableresour ces : Renewabl e resources means those resources which can be reused
frequently. For example, sunlight, wind, etc.

(2) Non-renewableresour ces: Non-renewabl e resources meansthose once used then itsnature
changes so inthe same nature they cannot be reused. For example, charcoal, crudeail.

Other two typesof Natural resources can aso be made:
(a) Biotic natural resources:
For example, plants, animals, vegetative, parasitic objects.
(b) Abiotic natural resources:
For example, air, water, sunlight, soil, etc
Utility of natural resour ces

We get oxygen for breathing from the atmosphere. Carbon Dioxideisavailablefor the growth of
plants. We get water for drinking, household use, irrigation from aquifer. Besidesthese, weget food resources
likefish, seagrass. Soil cover isthe support of agriculturewhich providesusfood. Earthen micro nutrientsare
necessary for the growth of plants. We get rocks, soil and concrete from the soil cover whichisusedin
construction. Whereas, minerd oil, charcod, gas, etc. areuseful to run machines, industriesand for providing
energy for household use. Besides, large numbersof minera sareavailable on which our industriesare depen-
dant. From biosphere, substancesreceived by usfrom plantsand pet anima sfulfill our requirementsof food,
cloths, fudl, timber for construction.

Today, dueto theincreaseinworld population, the burden on these natura resourcesisincreasing. It
ispertinent to curb the popul ation, discretional usenatura resources, and itsconservation so that people can
make use of them in future. Secondly, to satisfy theincreasing need of energy, for conservation of natural
resourceswindmills, use of hydropower, use of solar energy, use of energy acquired from tides of ocean,
thermal energy, biogas, etc. can be used. Recently, on 9" March, 2015, an aeroplane named Solar Impulse—
2l eft for world tour fromAbu Dhabi. After visiting many citiesand countriesof theworld, thisaeroplane, on
26" July, 2016 returned to Abu Dhabi. This aeroplane operated by solar energy can be considered asthe
best example of clean technology.
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Our Role Towards Conservation of Natural Resources

Turn off the electric devices after use. Bulb and tubes should be cleaned. Electric devices like televi-
sion, etc. should not be kept on standby.

Pressure cooker or solar cooker should be used for cooking. While cooking, vessels should be
covered so that less time should be consumed in cooking and energy can be saved.

Cycle should be used, use of plastic should be minimized, should not burn garbage, should not fire
crackers. Should not pollute ponds-lakes and rivers, discretionary use of water should be done, pesticides
and chemical fertilizers should be used only as and when necessary and in the prescribed proportions only.

Importance of natural resources for the State

Natural resources are important for the State. Conflicts between the States have been continued
since years for acquisition of natural resources and for conservation of natural resources available with it like
coastal area, river water, fertile land, coal reserves, mineral oil reserves, etc. and such issues have been
politicized. This is called Geo-politics. There are 100 such countries in the world sharing waters of 13 big
rivers and lakes. Geographically, countries located upstream can create obstructions in supplying the water to
the countries of downstream because of which political instability can be created in the world, for example,
between Ethiopia and Egypt for Nile River, whereas, between India and Bangladesh for the use of water of
Ganga agreement has been made from the very beginning. These types of conflicts are also seen within the
same nation. For example, dispute between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu for Cauvery River and Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh for Krishna River.

Crises before World politics

If we look at the history of mankind, the conflicts and crises along with peace and cultural development
are also seen in them. One or the other type of crisis has remained the realities of World politics. For example,

(1) Economic Crisis

States have been fighting among themselves for controlling and for maintaining control over natural
resources. Conflicts have been made for acquiring market for trade and for acquiring areas for acquiring raw
materials. After Second World War, conflict between two economic schools of thoughts — socialist and
capitalist had partially divided the world into two parts. Today, economic inequality is seen between devel-
oped countries and developing countries. Attempts are being made to remove this inequality. Command of
multi national companies has increased and internal as well as external sovereignty of the States is becoming
weak. In the era of globalization the market has become international. Competition has increased between
multinational companies and national companies and between multinational companies. Magnificence of the
powerful companies is increasing which is influencing the world politics. In that too, companies producing
weapons are more influencing the world politics. Because of the markets connected with each other and
because of increase in transfer of capital and technology, the effect of rise and fall affects the entire world. For
regulating which, absence of one such system is seen.
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(2) Cultural Crises

Worldisalsodivided culturally. On one hand, religiousfanaticismisincreasing. And on the other
hand, the scope of moderni zation isa soincreasing dueto theincreasein broadcasting of television and socidl
media. Clashisseen between democratic vaues, human rights, science on onehand and inequality, religious
fanaticism on the other hand. Thisnew cultural criseshas comein to existence beforetheworld for which
attemptsare being made to ease by education and by propagandaand circulating the secular values.

Becauseof thecirculation of globalization and medium of broadcasting, person and Satesare connected
and a so connecting with theworld, asaresult some communitiesare experiencing identity crisestoo. Thisis
natural reaction of globalization.

(3) Political Crises

World paliticshasfaced many political criseslike, coloniaism, imperiaism, First World War, Second
World War, cold war and conflicts of ideologiesand terrorism. For the origin of these crisesmany factorsare
responsible. For example, conflicts between Statesfor acquiring natural resources, religiousfanaticism,
racism, conflictsof ideol ogies, terrorist organizations, cut throat competition between multinational compa:
nies, competition between compani es making weapons, etc.

North K oreahas made nuclear weapons and i s al so experimenting missileswhich can cover large
distance. Thisisamatter of worry. Certain Statesare nourishing terrorism and religiousfanaticismwhichis
aso asubject matter of worry for other States. Increasing influence of Chinainworld politicshasa so become
achalengefor neighboring States of China—India, Taiwan, Japan, €etc.

Environmental movement (Global and National)

Now wewill discussmovementsand attempts madefor the protection of environment at the global
andnationa leve.

A closerelationis seen between environment and politics. Thereisarelationship of inner action
between global politicsand environment. World politicsinfluences the environment and the environmental
problemsasoinfluencere ationsamong nations, means, international politics.

By looking towardsworld history thenitisclear that co-operation or conflict seen between the States
- water - land and natural resourcesarein the centre. Among responsiblefactorsfor theorigin of colonialism
and imperialism one of theimportant factor wasreceipt of natural resources. Natural resourcesfulfill the
necessity of citizensand industriesof own and makethe nation strong. Therefore, to acquirenatural resources,
powerful statesattempt to create domination over other States and change comesin the system of global
politics. By accepting imperiaism European Stateslike, Britain, France, Holland, etc. had attempted to establish
domination over thestatesout of Europe. After theindustria revol ution scarcity of raw material wastriggered
in European States. For theraw material and to sell the manufactured, finished goods, essential market was
necessary, therefore, they made the States of Asiaand Africa, slaves and exploited the natural resources.
Because of the competition of acquiring colonieswarstook place between European States.

Inthe current world politics, mineral oil and natural gasarein centre. In many States of West Asia,
abundant reservesare present of natural resources and specifically of minera oil. Therefore, attemptsare
made by world superpowers, specifically by U.S.A. toincreasethe political influence over these States. Itis
called Politicsof Oil. World superpowersare spreading itsinfluence on some of the States of Africahaving
abundant reserves of natura resources. By the attemptsof Chinato increasetheinfluence on South China
Ocean, situation of conflictsand stresshasariseninworld palitics.

Environmental movement at world leve

At present, theworldisfacing the biggest and serious challenges of environmental crises. Devel oped
Statesor developing States, wealthy or poor all have becomeitsvictims. Theauthor of abook on Gandhian
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Thoughtsand Environment that, “ environmental calamities has controlled the whole nature by avoiding
geographical, cultural, conceptual or political boundaries.” Thereisacloserelations between human and
environment. Human has satisfied hisfundamental needsfrom natural resources. Natural resourceswere
enough to satisfy proper and just necessity of human being and rel ation between human and nature was
balanced. But the greed and hoarder instinct of human has exploited and destroyed the nature. By forgetting
therelations between human being and nature and without giving athought for the generationto come, adverse
resultsof mere crazinessof achieving physical and economic devel opment hasgiven birth to the present
seriousenvironment crises. By keeping thisin mind, only prosperity and wellnessof the present generation
without cong dering for environment theway inwhich natural resourceshave been exploited, now it'saturnto
suffer therepercussion. Humans have interfered extensively in natural process, therefore, environment is
imbalanced. Asaresult, adanger iscreated agai nst the existence and perpetuity of humanlife.

Because of increasein population, industrialization, urbanization, use of natural resourcesrecklessy
andindiscriminately for accel erating physical and economic development, prosperouslifestyle, runtowards
consumerism culture without taking care of environment, etc. intheworld, theamount of poi sonous gases,
known as Greenhouse Gases, like Carbon dioxide (CO2), Methane (CH4), Nitrous oxide (N202), Sulfur
Hexafluoride (SF6), Hydro fluorocarbons (HFCs), Chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) has increased in the
aimosphere. Asaresult seriousproblem likeincreasein global temperature and climate changeiscreated.
Becauseof that, at present, theentireworld isfrequently facing natural calamitieslike, flood, drought, cyclone,
land diding, avalanche, unseasond rain, etc.

Whoisresponsiblefor environment crises?

Whoisresponsiblefor putting thelife of entireecosystem onthe earthin danger by creating environ-
ment crises, isthe question of discussion. Inthisregards, perspective of devel oped nationsand devel oping
nationsare different. Devel oping nations believe that devel oped nations are responsiblefor environmental
problems. Devel oped nations of Northern Hemisphere are the biggest pollutants. So they haveto pay the
priceof environmental alleviation. After theindustria revolution, theway quickly and without taking care of
environment, devel oped nations of Northern Hemisphere have devel oped physical, economic, scienceand
technology, asaresult of that, pollution emerged there. Nationsof Southern Hemispherehavejust started the
development.

Secondly, the devel oped nations of Northern Hemisphere have reigned over the nationsof Southern
Hemisphere. During reign also exploited natural resources. Therefore, devel oped nations haveto assist
devel oping nationsin conservation of environment. Devel oped nations of Northern Hemisphere believethat
increasing popul ation, poverty, dirt in devel oping nations of Southern Hemisphereresponsiblefor the pollution.

After looking thedifferent perceptionsregarding environment problemit can be said that, devel opment
and environment arethetwo sides of acoin. Without protecting environment, sustai nable devel opment could
not bedone. Statesof theworld have become aware, sincelast few years, for the conservation and promotion
of environment. They unanimously agreed for environment friendly mode of development by preserving the
environment. On national and international level, intensive effortshave been taken to get rid of the serious
problemsand itsdangerous effectslike globa warming and climate change. L et’sdiscussthedetails of the
concept.

After 1960, worry, contemplationsand movement started about environmental issuesinthe nations of
theworld. On22™April intheyear 1970, ‘ Earth Day’ was celebrated in U.S.A. and attempt was madefor
environment awareness. Today, in support of save environment 22" April iscelebrated as‘ Earth Day’ in
amogt dl the States of theworld. After scrutinizing thepolitical € ementsof environmentd crises, it canbesad
that to solvethe environmenta crisesemerged beforetheworld threetypes of attempts have been started.
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(1) Environmental contemplationsby thinkers

Contemplations have been presented by somethinkersin variousbooks. It has played animportant
roleinbringing ideologica revolutioninthematter of environment. Economic, socid, politica principlesgiven
by thethinkersafter Renai ssance were human-centered. They specialy focused on humans. By evaluating
relations between humans, it tried to explain in classical manner. But unknowingly neglected therelations
between human and environment. Principleslike socialism, imperiaism, liberaism, capitalism proved to be
lessto solvethe environmental crises. They failed to bring solution of the environmental crises presented
beforetheworld. Therefore, immediate need for the devel opment of environment oriented palitical principle
has arisen. Contribution of Environmental contempl ations presenters; like American environmentali<t, and
biologist Rachd Carson, Murray Bookchin, Germen-American philosopher and socialist Herbert Marcuse,
world famous philosopher and socialist Habermas of Germany, etc. can be considered important. Their
contemplativewritingshave provided inspiration to thegloba environmenta movement. Smultaneoudy, some
reports have al so provided encouragement to the environmental discussionsand policies. For example, a
report published intheyear 1987 named * our common future’ by the environment and development rel ated
world commission of United Nations. Inthe present report, by integrating theissues of environment and devel-
opment, emphasi swas put on sustai nable devel opment.

(2) Organized Efforts

Effortsstarted by United Nationsfor the conservation of environment, forest and wildlife. Fromthe
Stockholm conference held in 1972 to Climate Change Conference held at Parisin 2015, attemptswere
madeto solvethe environmenta problems. Let’ sdiscussin detail important conventions organized by United
Nations.

Sockholm conference

For the preservation and prosperity of human environment, intheyear 1972, aconferencewasheld
at Stockholm. In conference, manifesto was declared and its 26 important principleslike, protection of natu-
ral resourcesand wildlife, pollution control, integrated and logical planning for removal of conflict between
environment and devel opment, use of scienceand technol ogy for theimprovement of environment, to provide
economic aid to the devel oping Nationsfor environment protection and management, etc. Nations of the
world agreed to maintain theimportant matters of human environment. It can be said that Stockholm confer-
ence, being the pioneer of modern environment, has provided animportant outlinefor framing thepoliciesand
program related to environment.

United NationsEnvironment Programme (UNEP)

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was established in theyear 1972 with themain
object to provide co-operation in framing of environment friendly policiesand itsimplementation. Itshead
officeisat Nairobi.

For the conservation of environment United Nations Environment Programme provides|eadership,
ingpiration and encouragement to Nationsand people. Important functionslike eval uation of environmental
stuationsand trendsof world, regiona and national , devel opment of nationa and international environmental
equi pments, strengthen the organi zation for better management of environment, etc. are undertaken by it.
Withaview to bring global awarenessrelating to environmenta questions, 5" Juneiscelebrated astheWorld
Environment Day.

Earth Summit, 1992

Becauseof different kindsof pollutions, environment isdamaged. Proportion of pollutionisincreasing
on earth, which can be proved dangerousfor every living being. Therefore, for discussngonthis, in 1992, a
summit of large number of nationswas organized for heading towardsthe directions of bringing concrete
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solution. Thissummit washeld at Rio De Janeiro of Brazil. Therefore, it isalso known as Rio Summit.
Discussion was held onimportant environmental issueslike bringing achangein the pattern of production
emitting poisonous gases, usedternative sourceof energy inplaceof theharmful sourcesof energy likefossl
fuel, useof publictransportationin placeof individua or privatevehicles, arrange summit for climate change,
etc. Important agreementsrel ating to climate change and biological diversity are madein the summit. And
animportant document, Agenda 21 relating to functional planning for conservation of environment was
submitted.

Kyoto Protocol

Kyoto protocol isan international treaty relating to risein the global warming and reduction of
emission of green house gasesresponsiblefor climate change. To give concreteformto the United Nations
Framework Convention (UNFCC) cameinto forceintheyear 1994, treaty was made at Kyoto of Japan
whichisknown asKyoto Protocol. Kyoto Protocol was adopted on 11*" December, 1997 and it cameinto
forceon 16" February, 2005. Fulfillment of the provisionsof Kyoto Protocal islawfully binding tothe parties.

In Kyoto Protocol, considering the year of 1990 as base year, the target has been fixed to reduce
collectively emission of green housegaseshy 5.2 per cent in specified time. For reductioninemission of green
house gasesfor industrial Nations, thetimelimit of theyear 2008 to 2012 isdetermined. On completion of the
first phase, thetimelimit was extended at Dohaof Qatar inthe year 2012 for implementation of rulesand
target of Kyoto Protocol. Second time phase for reducing emission of green house gaseswasfixed of year
2013 to 2020.

United Nationsclimate change conference, 2015

To curb theincreasing problem of climate changein theworld, the United Nations climate change
conferencewasheld at Parisof Francein 2015. All the Nations of theworld agreed to solve the problem of
climatechange.

InParisconference, dl theNationsexpressed their commitment for reductionintheaveragetemperature
of the earth. The emphasi swas made on the reduction in emission of poisonous gases especially carbon
responsiblefor climate change. The determination was expressed to bring down the average temperature of
theworld at 1.5 degree Celsius.

(3) People movements

After 1960, people movement a so becameintensfied for the protection of environment. Chipko move-
ment took placein Indiato saveforestsand environment whose effect was a so caused on other Nationsbesides
entireIndia. INU.S.A. and Europe after taking aggressiveform of green movement for protection of environ-
ment, existing economy and socid arrangement was challenged. These agitatorscameto beknown asGreens.
Intheir opinion, by bringing changeintheexisting system, environment rel ated development isnot possible.
Therefore, itisnecessary to bring changein the entire structure and fundamenta gpproach.

Therefore, we can say that the degree of awarenesshasincreased at global level, regional level and
nationd leve for solving seriousproblem of environment. Every nationisasotryinginthisdirection. Besdesthe
governmentsof the Nationsof theworld, Non Governmental Organization have a so continuousely remained
activefor awarenessof environment. International Non Governmental Organization like, World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF) functioning for the protection of environment can be cons dered gppreciable. Non Governmentdl
Organization of theworld known as Greenpesaceisa soworking intheremarkabl edirection for themaintenance
of environment at worldlevel. Green party hasa so emerged in someNationslike Britain, Germany.

Attemptsmadein Indiafor protection of environment

Sincevedictimes, Indiahasremained environment-friendly. In vedic time, elementsof naturewere
giventhegatusof deity. Eventoday thevedictraditionisstill practiced and popular inIndian society. InIndia,
environment ismaintained by connecting it withreligiousbeliefs. River hasbeen giventhe statusof mother in
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Indian culture. Treesand plantslike Banyan tree, Peapletree, Ashokatree, Basi, etc. arebelieved pureand
sacred by offering the status of deity. Inthisreligious beliefs, compassion towards nature and awareness
regarding the health of the society isexpressed.

We know that, environment and human lifeare closely inter related. In order to make human life
hedlthy, peaceful and prosperous, it isvery important matter that ecological balanceismaintained. Sincelast
few decades, the problem of pollution of water, air, noise, land, etc. isacquiring seriousforminindia Itisthe
biggest chalengeagaingt theIndian political system asto how can adevel opment can be made by maintaining
healthy equilibrium between environment and development. Therefore, inthisdirection effortsarebeing made.

After achieving independence, efforts have been made to maintain environment and itsbalancein
India. Article48 (A) of directive principlesof State policy under our Constitution, provisionismadefor
mai ntenance of environment and improvement init. Provision hasbeen madefor the protection of forestsand
wildlifeof country. And according toArticle51—A(g) of the Condtitutionitisconsidered thefundamental duty
of every citizento protect andimprovethenatura environment including forests, lakes, riversand wildlife, and
to havecompassionfor living creatures.

Seriouseffortsare being made even by the Government to sol vethe serious problemsof environment
andto restore equilibrium. Government hastaken initiativefor effectiveimplementation by framing policies-
lawsand programmeinthat regard. A separate ministry for environment and forest hasbeen startedin India.
Certain laws have a so been framed by the Government of Indiarelating to the protection of forest and
environment, for example, Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, etc. for the
protection and the conservation of forests, Government of Indiahasal so framed nationd forestspolicy inthe
year 1988. Gujarat Government has also started climate change department to maintain environment and
forest and to facethe chalenge of climate change.

Despitemany lawsframed for the protection of environment in India, problem of environment could
not besolved. If laws, policies, programme of environment are not effectively implemented or when effortis
madeto affect policy mattersand decision relating to environment of Government by vested interests, then,
public opinionisunified for the maintenance of environment and Government iscompelled to take effective
stepsfor the maintenance of environment and giving of justiceto thevictims. If the Government doesnot give
the appropriateresponse, massmovement commences. Peopl€ sreligiousbdiefs, hedlth, employment, habitation,
etc. are connected with the nature. Therefore, when, instead of protection, devouring of environment startsby
Government or vested interests, then, itisopposed by loca resdents, environmentd activists, non governmenta
organizations, etc., which takestheform of movement ahead. In India, al the movementswhich havetaken
placefor the protections of environment, water, land and forests have remained in the centre. When, instead
of protecting forestsand wildlife, deforestation starts, then, local people are not tol erating such matter and
movementsstart for the protection of forests. For saving treesfrom felling and protection of wildlife, no body
hesitatesin sacrificing ownlife. For the protection of forests, many such movementshavetaken placeinindia
inwhich people have offered their lives. One such movement ischipko movement. Herewewill discussin
detail about Chipko Movement.

(1) Chipko Movement

Chipko movement isfamousmovement for the protection of forestsand wildlife. Thismovement took
placeinthedistrict of Tehri Garhwal of Uttaranchal Stateintheyear 1970. A decision wastaken by the
government of Indiafor cutting of trees obstructing for the construction of the new roadsin thisarea. The
contractor started cutting treesfor the construction of new roads.

Cutting of lush greentreesmadetheloca peoplefurious. When thelabourersof thecontractor went to cut
thetreesof theinterior village Reni of Garhwal, women cameout in protest. However, ignoring the protest of
womenwhenlabourersremained firmto cut thetrees, women stuck to thetreesby hugging them. Women challenged
that before cutting trees, dash themfirst. Finally, theactivity of chopping treeswasdropped. By showing
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courageat therisk of life, women protected thetrees. Thereafter, thismovement also spread over theentire
regionand other Sates. Environmentalist like Sundarla Bahuguna, Chandi Prasad, GauraDevi, etc. provided
leadership to thismovement. Chipko movement has provided aninspiration to the people of Indiaand world
to protect environment in the line of non-violence and ‘ satyagrah’. Chipko movement became source of
ingpiration of futureenvironmental movement.

After chipko movement, the awarenessfor the protection of environment amongst the peoplethrough
out the Nation increased and movement took placefor the saving of environment in other Statesalso, on
different issues. Inthis, saveforest movement started in Jharkhand, Bihar intheyear 1980, Silent Valley
project movement in Keralain 1973, NavdhanyaMovement inthe year 1982, Narmada Bachaao movement
fromtheyear 1985 are considered chief movements.

Now wewill discussin detail Silent VValley Movement and Narmada Bachaao movement for the
protection of environment.

(2) Save Silent Valley Movement

Silent valley isaforest region situated in the Palakkad district of Kerala. Decision wastaken by the
Government to congtruct adam on Kunthipuzhariver. The planning wasto generate good amount of electricity
by Hydro Electric Project to be commenced onthedam. However, duetoit, therewasapossibility of posing big
danger to theforest and environment. Theraremangroovesand theecology Stuatedintheareaof silent valley
werein danger. Therefore, construction of the dam was protested and public avarenesswas spread for the
protection of environment by Kerala Shaashtra Sahithya Parishad. Thismovement started intheyear 1973
gained momentum theregfter. Therefore, theban wasimposed on the project by thethen PrimeMiniger. Finaly,
upon abandonment of the project, the silent valley was declared as nationa park in the year 1984 for the
protection of wildlifeand environment.

(3) Narmada Bachao M ovement

A project to construct huge dam on Narmadariver was started. This project was protested by the
environmentalistswhich wasstarted with the object of generating e ectricity and making drinking water avail-
abletothelacsof peopledueto Sardar Sarovar Dam. In Narmada Bachao Movement started since1985,
local people and non governmental organization also joined. A big question for rehabilitation of displaced
peopledueto Sardar Sarovar Dam arose. Narmada Bachao Movement started keeping issues of rehabilita-
tion of displaced people, damageto theloca environment and submerged land, etc. inthe centre. However,
the question of displaced issolved by the Gujarat Government. And lacs of people have got thedrinking
water dueto Narmada. On getting water of Narmadafor irrigationin certain area, dry areabecameirrigated.
Simultaneoudy thefinancia position of thefarmershasasoimproved.

Thus, for the maintaining equilibrium of environment and prevention of pollution, individua effortsof
environment friendly citizens, activists, group medium, etc. are playingimportant and decisiverole. For the
maintenance of environment and control of pollutioninIndia, theroleof judiciary isdeserved to beappreciated.
Becauseof judicid activismin India, environment and environmenta rightscould be protected.

Attheend, it can besaid that problemsof environment commencefromlocal level totheglobal level.
Therefore, itssolution should al so bethought at worldleve, it should beimplemented. Looking fromthisview,
environmental problemsare more and morein referenceto theworld. Any oneregion or any onenationor a
group of Nationscannot bring itssolution. For that, Nations should discussat global level and should attempt
tosearchforitssolutions. Thus, it can be understood that environment being aglobal problem, it caninfluence
theworld politics.

Intheeraof globalization, all the nations after understanding their respective moral responsibility,
harmful changesoccurring progressively intheenvironment, whichisaso called climate change, must oppose
it and must attempt to built consensus after discussing and deliberating its short and long term solutions.
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climate changeisaffecting or will affect moreor lessall the Nations. Therefore, all the Nationsareneeded to
makecollectiveeffort to contral it. Inthisreference conferenceshave been held and will beheld at internationa
level. Every Nation should adopt that type of policy inwhich least alterationsareto be madeinthe climate
change. Thosefactorswhich are sustaining biology on earth are decreasing fast, any onenation cannot ableto

bring solution and from that view itseffort should be madeat theworld level.
Exercise
1. Answer thefollowing questionsin detail.
1. State usefulness of natural resources.
2. What should be our role asaprotector of natural resources?
3. What istheimportance of natural resourcesfor the Nation ?
2. Writeshort note.
1. Financial emergency against world poalitics.
2. Cultura emergency against world politics.
3. Political emergency against world palitics.
4. Chipkoo Movement.
3. Answer thefollowing questionsin three- four sentences.
1. What iscalled natural resources?
2. What arerenewableresources ?
3. What are non-renewableresources ?
4. Giveexamplesof Bioticand Abiotic natural Resources.
4. Answer thefollowing questionsin one-two sentences.
1. Natural resourcesavailablefrom water cover.
2. Natural resourcesavailablefrom atmosphere.
3. Natural resourcesavailablefrom soil cover.
5. Choosethecorrect option and indicatein the given box.
1. Water of whichriver isdistributed between Karnatakaand Tamil Nadu ?

(8 Ganga (b) Narmada (c)Cauvery  (d)Krishna |:|
2. Water distribution of which river isbetween Ethiopiaand Egypt ? [ ]
(&) Ganga (b) Nile (c) Amazon  (d) Zambezi
3. Sundarla Bahugunaisattached with which movement ? |:|
(a) SaveNarmada (b) Save Ganga
(c) Chipko Movement (d) Kaveri water dispute
Activity

centre.
® Show the use of solar cooker.
® Encourage studentsto usebicycleinstead of petrol vehicles.
@ Organizetreeplantation programme.

@ Studentsvisit can bearranged for bio-gasplant, windmill, solar energy plant, water electricity

@ Show themap of Indiato the studentsand explain geographica boundariesand disputes of boundaries|
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